
 

 

In Advent hope we gather And worship trustingly, 
Assured that Christ is coming To set His people free. 
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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with 

us.  We encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out 

during the offering so that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

 

AS WE GATHER 

“In God We Trust” is a familiar statement.  It has been the official motto of the United States of America since 

1956 and has appeared on American coins dating back to 1864.  As God’s people, we trust that God will 

keep His promises.  Centuries ago, the psalmist confidently stated, “In God I trust; I shall not be afraid” 

(Psalm 56:11).  Today we begin a new Church Year—another year of God’s grace.  We can celebrate that God 

has brought us to this time and place and together can look trustingly to blessings and surprises yet to 

come. 

 

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT TODAY AT ETERNAL HOPE? 

You will hear God's Word at Eternal Hope!  The entire Bible is God's Word, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and 

written down by the Apostles and Prophets.  Our entire teaching is based on the Bible.  You will hear 

sections of the Bible in the liturgy, you will hear longer readings from the Bible taken from the Old and New 

Testament.  You will hear the Bible explained and applied to you in the sermon.  As you hear the Bible, you 

will hear about Jesus and what He did and does for you.  God's Word is a powerful blessing! 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Lord, reveal to me the wonders of your Word.  Heavenly Father, you spoke the world into existence (Genesis 

1).  You speak new life into your children to give us the light of the knowledge of your glory in Christ (2 

Corinthians 4:6).  Give us the grace this morning to receive your Word and rejoice in it (Psalm 119:18).  

Convict us of our sins and Christ’s sufficiency so that sinners would be converted (John 16:7–11), the weak 

strengthened, and Christ’s body built up.  In Jesus’ precious name, Amen.  
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 PREPARATION  
 

OPENING HYMN      “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”    LSB 341 

 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES    Psalm 25:1–2a, 4–5, 21; Proverbs 3:5–6 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor:  To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. O my God, in You I trust; let me not be put to shame. 

People: Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. 

Pastor:  Lead me in Your truth and teach me, for You are the God of my salvation; for You I wait all the day 

long. 

People: May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for You. 

Pastor:  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. 

People: In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make straight your paths. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid, 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of Your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love You and 

worthily magnify Your holy name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor:  Confident of receiving God’s great mercy, let us confess together that we by nature are sinful and 

that through our thoughts, words, and deeds we have sinned against our God and deserve His punishment 

now and eternally. 
 

Pastor:  Almighty God,  

People: we repent of our sins and ask for Your forgiving grace in our lives.  Be merciful to us and for 

the sake of Jesus grant us remission of our sins so that, as Your redeemed people, we may greet you 

in Advent hope and with trusting hearts serve You in time and in eternity. 
 

Pastor:  In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 WORD  

 

INTROIT      Psalm 118:25–28; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt. 

Pastor:  Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 

Women: Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 

People: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD! We bless You from the house of the LORD. 

Men:  The LORD is God, and He has made His light to shine upon us. Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to 

the horns of the altar! 

People: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; You are my God; I will extol You.  Glory be to 

the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be 

forever. Amen.  Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation. 



KYRIE      LSB 204 

 
 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS      LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.    

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the threatening 

perils of our sins and be saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

During the singing of the hymn, the first candle on the Advent wreath is lighted. 



HYMN       “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    Sts. 1–2, 4: LSB 357 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Isaiah 2:1–5    (Isaiah proclaims the peaceable kingdom of God.) 

 

 1The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2It shall come to pass in the latter days 

 that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

 and shall be lifted up above the hills; 

and all the nations shall flow to it, 

 3and many peoples shall come, and say: 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

 to the house of the God of Jacob, 

that he may teach us his ways 

 and that we may walk in his paths.” 

For out of Zion shall go the law, 

 and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4He shall judge between the nations, 

 and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war anymore. 
5O house of Jacob, 

 come, let us walk 

 in the light of the LORD. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE      Romans 13:8–14    (Put on the Lord Jesus Christ as you await His coming.) 

 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the 

law. 9The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You 

shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor 

as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

 11Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you to wake from sleep. For salvation 

is nearer to us now than when we first believed. 12The night is far gone; the day is at hand. So then let us 

cast off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not 

in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14But 

put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 20:31 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL      Matthew 24:36–44    (Jesus enters the city of Jerusalem.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 36[Jesus said:] “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor 

the Son, but the Father only. 37As were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as 

in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 

day when Noah entered the ark, 39and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one 

left. 41Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42Therefore, stay awake, for 

you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But know this, that if the master of the house had 

known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let 

his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you 

do not expect. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH      The Apostles’ Creed   The First Article 

Pastor:  As we begin a new Church Year and reflect on how Jesus’ coming fulfilled the Father’s plan for our 

salvation, we confess the First Article of the Apostles’ Creed and its meaning.  It relates the loving work of 

God the Father for us.  He has created and still preserves us, and in His grace, He has brought us to the 

beginning of a new Church Year. 

 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 



Pastor:  What does this mean? 

People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 

eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. 

He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and 

children, land, animals, and all I have. He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support 

this body and life. 

He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this 

He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. For 

all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him.  This is most certainly true. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “Savior of the Nations, Come”    LSB 332 
 

SERMON 
 

OFFERING 

Matthew 21:3 – “If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will 

send them at once.”  Just a colt and her foal.  How significant could they be?  Could they really be used by 

the Lord for some great, heavenly purpose?  This is one facet of stewardship we often forget.  The blessing it 

is to us to be of service in the Lord’s Kingdom.  What honor the Lord bestows upon us by using our gifts for 

His goals! 

 

OFFERTORY      “Praise and Thanksgiving”    LSB 789 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.  

 

We pray for the Church, the community of God’s forgiven people, asking that God’s messengers continue to 

speak with power among us and that the Word may come to us today with its message of forgiveness and 

peace.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  We pray this day for the fellowship of faith and love that we enjoy as God’s holy people, asking that 

we be enabled to gather for worship throughout the new Church Year with great joy and full anticipation of 

the blessings of God that come to us in this place.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  We pray for those who serve in leadership positions in our national Synod, our district, and this 

congregation, that God work among us through their example and witness, that we be of support and 

encouragement to them, and that together we grow in devotion and dedication in Jesus’ name.  Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 



Pastor:  As a household of faith, we make our petitions for the sick, the shut-in, and all who this day need our 

prayers…., that their prayers be answered and that they be supported by God’s people as they experience His 

good and gracious will for their lives.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  We pray for those for whom the season of Advent and Christmas is sad or challenging in some way.  

Help us to reach out to them with compassion, keeping our focus always on the wonderful action of God on 

our behalf through the coming of Jesus, the promised Messiah.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  We remember before You those many faithful Christians who have been part of our lives and our 

fellowship in times past, especially those who have departed this life and now are rejoicing in the glory of 

Your promised heavenly kingdom.  Direct our ways on earth as we complete this life in faith, that we may 

rejoice with them eternally together with all the saints and angels.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God!   

 

BENEDICTION      Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

DEPARTING HYMN      “The Advent of Our King”    LSB 331 


