
 

 

 

Straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.                

Luke 21:28b 
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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with 

us.  We encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out 

during the offering so that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT TODAY AT ETERNAL HOPE? 

There are many good things that happen at a church, but the central one is gathering together for worship.  

When you come to Eternal Hope, you can expect to be welcomed by our members.  We are a friendly 

congregation.  You will get a hearty handshake and guidance from our greeters and ushers on where to go 

and what our service is like.  We want you to be comfortable and prepared to hear God's Word. 

AS WE GATHER 

In today’s Readings, we hear warnings about the coming day of the Lord.  Such warnings can fill us with fear 

and questions.  But we are also encouraged by God’s faithfulness and steadfastness.  He protects us from the 

assaults of Satan.  He establishes us and keeps us.  He directs our hearts toward love.  “May the Lord direct 

your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ” (2 Thessalonians 3:5).  God grant us such 

hearts! 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and truth, I humbly pray that 

You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 
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 PREPARATION 

OPENING HYMN      “Christ, Whose Glory Fills The Sky”    LSB 873 

INVOCATION 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCS 

Pastor:  The Lord is faithful. 

People: He establishes us and guards us against Satan. 

Pastor:  The Lord is steadfast. 

People: He directs our hearts to love our neighbors. 

Pastor:  We can be confident in the Lord and His love for us. 

People: May He grant us quiet lives free from trouble. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:  In our lives, we struggle to follow Jesus’ example of love, steadfastness, and faith.  We have sown 

hatred, shown laziness, and known many doubts.  We have not kept our eyes fixed on Jesus.  Yet our 

heavenly Father invites us to draw near to His throne in confidence and ask for forgiveness. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, 

People: we have sinned against You in thoughts, words, and actions. Help us to serve in joy and love. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us back to You, on account of Jesus. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die and rise for you and for His sake forgives you all 

your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  

KYRIE      “Have Mercy On Your People, Lord”   

 

 
Kyrie continued on next page… 



 

 
 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE      “O Worship the King”    LSB 804, v. 1 

1 O worship the King,    all-glorious above. 

O gratefully sing    His pow’r and His love; 

Our shield and defender,    the Ancient of Days, 

Pavilioned in splendor    and girded with praise. 

 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

O Lord, almighty and ever-living God, You have given exceedingly great and precious promises to those who 

trust in You. Rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may live and abide forever in 

Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Malachi 4:1–6    (The day of the Lord is coming.) 

 

 1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will 

be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them 

neither root nor branch. 2But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in 

its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3And you shall tread down the wicked, for they 

will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of hosts. 

 4“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and just decrees that I commanded him at 

Horeb for all Israel. 

 5“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. 
6And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I 

come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

MEN’S CHOIR    “Take My Life and Let It Be” 



PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 98 

Pastor:  1Oh sing to the LORD a new song, 

 for he has done marvelous things! 

His right hand and his holy arm 

 have worked salvation for him. 

People: 2The LORD has made known his salvation; 

 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

Pastor:  3He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 

 to the house of Israel. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

 the salvation of our God. 

People: 4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 

 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 

Pastor:  5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 

 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 

People: 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 

Pastor:  7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 

 the world and those who dwell in it! 

People: 8Let the rivers clap their hands; 

 let the hills sing for joy together 

Pastor:  9before the LORD, for he comes 

 to judge the earth. 

He will judge the world with righteousness, 

 and the peoples with equity. 

People: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

    and to the Holy Spirit 

as it was from the beginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 

EPISTLE      2 Thessalonians 3:(1–5) 6–13    (Paul warns against idleness.) 

 

 1Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and be honored, as hap-

pened among you, 2and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. 3But 

the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one. 4And we have confidence in 

the Lord about you, that you are doing and will do the things that we command. 5May the Lord direct your 

hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 

 6Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from 

any brother who is walking in idleness and not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7For 

you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not idle when we were with you, 8nor 

did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we 

might not be a burden to any of you. 9It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in 

ourselves an example to imitate. 10For even when we were with you, we would give you this command: If 



anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. 11For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not 

busy at work, but busybodies. 12Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ to 

do their work quietly and to earn their own living.  13As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing 

good. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA  

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL      Luke 21:5–28    (Jesus prophesies the destruction of the temple and Jerusalem.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 5While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, [Je-

sus] said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left here one stone 

upon another that will not be thrown down.” 7And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, 

and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” 8And he said, “See that you are not 

led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after 

them. 9And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these things must first take place, 

but the end will not be at once.” 

 10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11There will 

be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and pestilences. And there will be terrors and great 

signs from heaven. 12But before all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you 

up to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors for my name’s 

sake. 13This will be your opportunity to bear witness. 14Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate be-

forehand how to answer, 15for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries will be 

able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be delivered up even by parents and brothers and relatives and 

friends, and some of you they will put to death. 17You will be hated by all for my name’s sake. 18But not a 

hair of your head will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your lives. 

 20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 
21Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who are inside the city depart, and 

let not those who are out in the country enter it, 22for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is writ-

ten. 23Alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there will 

be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 24They will fall by the edge of the sword 



and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the 

times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

 25“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in per-

plexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26people fainting with fear and with foreboding of 

what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27And then they will see the 

Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, 

straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH      The Apostles’ Creed 

     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven & earth. 

     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 

rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “The Day Is Surely Drawing Near”    LSB 508 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

2 Timothy 4:6 – “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure 

has come.” As St. Paul nears the end of his life, he continues to view it as something to be spent in sacrifice 

toward God – just as he had told the Romans (12:1) to be “living sacrifices.” And why does St. Paul do this? 

Because he knows that His Lord has already won for him the crown of life. Jesus’ sacrifice that purchased our 

salvation leads us to imitate His sacrifice in our living for Him.  

 

OFFERTORY      “Create In Me”    LSB 956 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.  

 

O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

People: but hasten our salvation. 

 

 

 

 



Pastor:  Lord, we have filled our lives with so much busyness and chaos.  Help us to remove from our lives 

those things that are not beneficial and to lead quiet, peaceful lives that honor You.  O Jesus Christ, do not 

delay, 

People: but hasten our salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Lord, we are frequently tempted toward laziness and slothfulness.  Strengthen us to not be idle or 

lazy, but to work diligently for the good of our neighbors.  O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

People: but hasten our salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Lord, You have borne our griefs and shared in our sorrows.  Comfort all those who are suffering in 

grief.  Point them to the hope of the resurrection to eternal life with Jesus.  O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

People: but hasten our salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Lord, we pray that Your Word might speed ahead so that all people hear the Good News of Your 

salvation.  Embolden us to share that Good News with others.  O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

People: but hasten our salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Lord, look with favor upon all who are sick, injured, and recovering.  Have mercy upon them and 

restore them to health according to Your wisdom.  O Jesus Christ, do not delay, 

People: but hasten our salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Lord Jesus, we commend all these people and situations into Your hands, for You have promised to 

hear our prayers and intercede for us, and You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 

 

BENEDICTION      Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

CLOSING HYMN      “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns”    LSB 348 


