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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with us.  We 

encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out during the offering so 

that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT TODAY AT ETERNAL HOPE? 

Here at Eternal Hope we believe that God comes to serve us in the worship service.  You can expect that God will offer you 

the forgiveness of sins, hear your needs, offer you mercy, teach you His ways, comfort you with the peace of Christ, and 

feed you through His Word and in Holy Communion.  All this and more God does for you because He loves you.  You will 

have beautiful opportunities to join all the others who are gathered in saying "thank you" to God. 

AS WE GATHER 

Reformation Day is sometimes treated as merely a nod to history for those who claim Luther’s legacy. But the great 

Reformation is not about recalling a hero. It is about reclaiming the Gospel in our own time. The once and eternal call is to 

“fear God and give Him glory” (Revelation 14:7). This fear is nothing less than faith, although it is more. It is respect for the 

Law that condemns our sin and trust in the Gospel that forgives us. It is reverence before the God who could have settled 

for being just but instead chose to be merciful. With joy, we claim the heritage and enjoin the responsibility of keeping 

this faith pure, vigorously proclaiming this faith both within and outside the company of the faithful. 

Confirmation Day is the day when confirmands publicly acknowledge before the Church that they have indeed been 

changed!  And, that they have been saved by grace, through faith alone.  Upon their confession of faith they are 

welcomed into the Church as adult members of this congregation. 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and truth, I humbly pray that You would 

open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, 

and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 

 

http://www.eternalhopelutheran.com/


 PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN      “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”    LSB 657 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:  Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

People: who made heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

People: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

 

Pastor:  Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body 

and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 

God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ and saying:  

 

Pastor:  God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

People:  Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I, therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 WORD  

KYRIE 

 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE          Gloria in Excelsis 

 

 

 

Hymn of Praise continued on next page… 



 

 

 

 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your 

grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to 

Your Church Your saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

FIRST READING      Revelation 14:6–7    (John describes the eternal Gospel, which is to be proclaimed to 

every people in every corner of the earth.) 

 

 6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 

dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And he said with a loud voice, “Fear 

God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven 

and earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EPISTLE      Romans 3:19–28    (By grace are you saved through faith and not of yourselves.) 

 19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may 

be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be 

justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 

bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinc-

tion: 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the re-

demption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This 

was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 

righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law 

of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 



VERSE Luke 12:32 

 

 

 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL      John 8:31–36      (If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 31So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my dis-

ciples, 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33They answered him, “We are off-

spring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become 

free’?”  34Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The 

slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36So if the Son sets you free, you will 

be free indeed.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

8:00:     CONFESSION OF FAITH     Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 



 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC      “O Gracious Lord, With Love Draw Near”    Choir, Accompaniment Becky Sikorski 

 



10:30:                                 RITE OF CONFIRMATION  

Confirmation Day is the day when confirmands publicly acknowledge before the Church that they have 

indeed been saved by grace, through faith alone.  Upon their confession of faith they are welcomed into the 

Church as adult members of this congregation. 

This morning the family of Eternal Hope welcomes into adult membership Carly Kreger and Joseph 

Strandquist through the ancient rite of Confirmation.  ` 

 

 

CONFIRMAND’S STATEMENT OF FAITH 

Carly Kreger:     “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since 

you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”    

Colossians 3:23-24       

 

Joe Strandquist:     “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.”    Philippians 4:13 

 

CONFIRMATION ADDRESS 

Pastor:  Beloved in the Lord, our Lord Jesus Christ said to His apostles: "All authority has been given to Me 

in heaven and on earth.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 

You; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."  You have been baptized and catechized in 

the Christian faith according to our Lord's bidding.  Jesus said, "Whoever confesses Me before men, I will 

also confess before My Father who is in heaven.  But whoever denies Me before men, I will also deny be-

fore My Father who is in heaven."  Lift up your hearts, therefore, to the God of all grace and joyfully give 

answer to what I now ask you in the name of the Lord. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

Pastor:  Do you this day in the presence of God and of this congregation acknowledge the gifts that God 

gave you in your Baptism? 

People: Yes, I do. 

 

Pastor:  Do you renounce the devil? 

People: Yes, I renounce him. 

 

Pastor:  Do you renounce all his works? 

People: Yes, I renounce them. 

 

Pastor:  Do you renounce all his ways? 

People: Yes, I renounce them. 

 

Pastor:  Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

People: Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

Pastor:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord? 



People:  Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He de-

scended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

 

Pastor:  Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

People:  Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

 

Pastor:  Do you hold all the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures to be the inspired Word of God? 

People: I do. 

 

Pastor:  Do you confess the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you 

have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true? 

People: I do. 

 

Pastor:  Do you intend to hear the Word of God and receive the Lord's Supper faithfully? 

People: I do, by the grace of God. 

 

Pastor:  Do you intend to live according to the Word of God, and in faith, word, and deed to remain true to 

God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, even to death? 

People: I do, by the grace of God. 

 

 

Pastor:  Do you intend to continue steadfast in this confession and Church and to suffer all, even death, ra-

ther than fall away from it? 

People: I do, by the grace of God. 

 

Pastor:  We rejoice with thankful hearts that you have been baptized and have received the teaching of the 

Lord. You have confessed the faith and been absolved of your sins. As you continue to hear the Lord's 

Word and receive His blessed Sacrament, He who has begun a good work in you will bring it to comple-

tion at the day of Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor:  Carly, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of 

water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life + everlast-

ing. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Joe, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of wa-

ter and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with His grace to life + everlasting. 

People: Amen. 



PRAYER FOR THE NEWLY CONFIRMED 

Pastor:  Lord God, heavenly Father, we thank and praise You for Your great goodness in bringing these 

Your sons and daughters to the knowledge of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ, and enabling them both 

with the heart to believe and with the mouth to confess His saving name. Grant that, bringing forth the 

fruits of faith, they may continue steadfast and victorious to the day when all who have fought the good 

fight of faith shall receive the crown of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty and most merciful Father, in the waters of Holy Baptism You have united Your children in 

the suffering and death of Your Son Jesus Christ, cleansing them by His blood. Renew in them the gift of 

Your Holy Spirit, that they may live in daily contrition and repentance with a faith that ever clings to their 

Savior. Deliver them from the power of Satan and preserve them from false and dangerous doctrines, that 

they may remain faithful in hearing Christ's Word and receiving His body and blood. By the Lord's Supper 

strengthen them to believe that no one can make satisfaction for sin but Christ alone. Enable them to find 

joy and comfort only in Him, learning from this Sacrament to love You and their neighbor and to bear the 

cross with patience and joy until the day of the resurrection of their bodies to life immortal; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE PEACE 

Pastor:  Peace + be with you. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

 

Revelation 14:6 – “Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to 

proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.”  During 

the Reformation, this text was used to refer to Luther’s ministry and the Lutheran message.  We have an 

eternal Gospel to proclaim. Christ has freed us from our sins without any works on our part.  We are saved by 

grace alone!  And, ironically enough, Luther said this should make him the “apostle of works.”  Once we are 

freed by grace, we are truly free to serve God in works that flow from thankfulness and praise.  

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH LSB, p. 215 

Pastor:  Friends in Christ, I urge you all to lift up your hearts to God and pray with me as Christ our Lord has 

taught us and freely promised to hear us. 

 

God, our Father in heaven, look with mercy on us, Your needy children on earth, and grant us grace that 

Your holy name be hallowed by us and all the world through the pure and true teaching of Your Word and 

the fervent love shown forth in our lives.  Graciously turn from us all false doctrine and evil living whereby 

Your precious name is blasphemed and profaned.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 



Pastor:  May Your kingdom come to us and expand.  Bring all transgressors and those who are blinded and 

bound in the devil’s kingdom to know Jesus Christ, Your Son, by faith that the number of Christians may be 

increased.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Strengthen us by Your Spirit according to Your will, both in life and in death, in the midst of both 

good and evil things, that our own wills may be crucified daily and sacrificed to Your good and gracious will.  

Into Your merciful hands we commend… and all who are in need, praying for them at all times: Thy will be 

done.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Grant us our daily bread, preserve us from greed and selfish cares, and help us trust in You to 

provide for all our needs.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Forgive us our sins as we also forgive those who sin against us so that our hearts may be at peace 

and may rejoice in a good conscience before You, and that no sin may ever frighten or alarm us.  Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Lead us not into temptation, O Lord, but help us by Your Spirit to subdue our flesh, to turn from the 

world and its ways, and to overcome the devil with all his wiles.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  And lastly, O heavenly Father, deliver us from all evil of both body and soul, now and forever.  Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION 

    The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Eternal Hope in the belief and glad confidence that our Lord gives to us 

exactly what His Word tells us, not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.   

    Our Lord invites to His table those who believe and trust in His Words, are truly sorry for and turn from their 

sins, and who forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their own great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 

    If this is your belief and confession, we invite you to partake of this special meal.   



PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.   

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 

and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with an-

gels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  O almighty God, merciful Lord, we remember before You the suffering and death of Your only Son, 

who paid our debt to sin with His one, all-sufficient sacrifice on the cross and rose to raise us from the grip 

and death of sin to new and everlasting life.  Grant that we may come to this Holy Sacrament of Your Son’s 

body and blood with clean hearts and receive to our benefit with faith the fruits of His redeeming work and 

so rejoice in the pledge and promise of eternal life, which is also given and bestowed in this blessed 

communion of His flesh and blood, just as He has promised. 

People: Amen. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST      1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 



Pastor: O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 

So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25 

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to 

them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

PAX DOMINI 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.   

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION 

(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying:) 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart + in peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS    (As Needed) 

 

10:30     “A Blessed Feast of Highest Good”     Choir 

 

      “O Lord, We Praise Thee”    LSB 617 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Hymn continued on next page. . . 



 

 

 
 

      “I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table”    LSB 618 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE     “Thank The Lord”      LSB 164 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Grant that Your Son’s body and blood, O Lord, which You have given us to eat and to drink, may abide in us, 

and let no stain of sin remain in us, whom this pure and holy Sacrament has refreshed; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

BENEDICAMUS 

Pastor:  Let us bless the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God.   

 

 

BENEDICTION      Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN      “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word”    LSB 655 

 

 

 
 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 4. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GET TO KNOW OUR CONFIRMANDS 

 

 

Carly Rita Kreger 

 

Is the daughter of Ryan and Vetta.  She was born on October 15, 2007 at Methodist Hospital,     

St. Louis Park, MN  She was baptized at Eternal Hope on November 25, 2007. 

 

 

Isaiah 41:10 “So do not fear for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will 

strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand”..    

 

 

Joseph Henry Strandquist 

 

Is the son of Brad and Lisa.  He was born on July 9, 2008 at Fairview Southdale Hospital, Edina, 

MN.  He was baptized on November 27, 2011 at Eternal Hope.     

 

 

Jeremiah 29:11   “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 

and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


