
 

 

He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways. Bless the 

LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy name!     Psalm 91:11; 103:1 
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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with 

us.  We encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out 

during the offering so that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT TODAY AT ETERNAL HOPE? 

We celebrate Holy Communion on the first and third Sundays of the month.  Communion is a sacred meal 

given to us by Jesus, where He gives us His body and blood under the bread and wine for the forgiveness of 

sins.  Before someone goes to Holy Communion, they first need to be taught about what it means and what 

it gives, because it is very powerful and needs to be taken in the right way.  We ask that all visitors speak to 

Pastor before coming to Communio 

AS WE GATHER 

How shall we pray? That question is the focus of today’s Readings. With Jacob as a model, our prayer might 

seem to be a struggle with God’s will. And Jesus’ parable teaches that prayer is a long-term effort. But prayer 

is more than a monologue; the Epistle reminds us that God started the conversation with His Word. The 

Spirit has used Word and Sacrament to awaken and guide our faith. Within that relationship, prayer is a 

conversation begun by God and continued each day. In worship, we do that with our brothers and sisters in 

Christ, moving from individual concerns to those of the Body of Christ, the Church. And in worship, we take 

the time to listen as God accuses and then excuses us by grace for Jesus’ sake. So let us pray and worship 

together. 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, this morning is all about You.  Please help me worship you with an undistracted heart.  You 

know how my mind wanders to my upcoming week, present worries, and thoughts of others and other 

things.  Help me put those thoughts away and focus on you and your glory.  Would your Spirit cause my 

heart, soul, mind, and strength to exalt your Holy Name in my singing, listening to Your Word, and 

interacting with your people. 
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 PREPARATION  

10:30 Service    Sunday School Children Sing  

OPENING HYMN      “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”    LSB 700 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES….Gen. 2:7; Ezekiel 37:5; John 20:22; 2 Tim. 3:16 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  The LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 

life, 

People: and the man became a living creature. 

Pastor:  Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: 

People: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 

Pastor:  And when [Jesus] had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, 

People: “Receive the Holy Spirit.” 

Pastor:  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

People: for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:  Confident of His grace and mercy, let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father. 

People: Merciful Father, we confess that we have erred and wandered from Your ways like stray 

sheep.  We have followed the desires of our own hearts.  We have offended against Your laws.  We 

have left undone those things we ought to have done; we have done those things we ought not to 

have done; we cannot help ourselves. 

 

O Lord, have mercy on us.  Breathe new life upon us; teach, reprove, correct, and restore us through 

Your Word that we may live in praise of Your holy name. 

 

Pastor:  In the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, all your sins were atoned for and 

your sinfulness forgiven.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 WORD  

KYRIE 

Pastor:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of 

the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.   



HYMN OF PRAISE      “This Is the Feast” (p. 155 in hymnal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

 

 



Pastor:  Let us pray. 

O Lord, almighty and everlasting God, You have commanded us to pray and have promised to hear us.  

Mercifully grant that Your Holy Spirit may direct and govern our hearts in all things that we may persevere 

with steadfast faith in the confession of Your name; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Genesis 32:22–30    (Jacob wrestles with God.) 

 

 22The same night [Jacob] arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven chil-

dren, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23He took them and sent them across the stream, and everything 

else that he had. 24And Jacob was left alone. And a man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. 
25When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was 

put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” But Jacob 

said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27And he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, 

“Jacob.” 28Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 

God and with men, and have prevailed.” 29Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, 

“Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30So Jacob called the name of the place 

Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE      2 Timothy 3:14–4:5    (Scripture is God-breathed and makes us wise for salvation.) 

 

 14As for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you 

learned it 15and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to 

make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is breathed out by God and profit-

able for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17that the man of God may 

be competent, equipped for every good work. 

 1I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, 

and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 

rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3For the time is coming when people will not 

endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their 

own passions, 4and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5As for you, al-

ways be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



ALLELUIA AND VERSE      John 6:68 

 

 
 

 

HOLY GOSPEL      Luke 18:1–8    (A persistent widow wears down a godless judge.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the eighteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 1[Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. 2He 

said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor respected man. 3And there was a 

widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my adversary.’ 4For a while 

he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this 

widow keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual com-

ing.’” 6And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7And will not God give justice to his elect, 

who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? 8I tell you, he will give justice to them 

speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH              The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



HYMN OF THE DAY      “I Trust, O Lord, Your Holy Name”    LSB 734 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

 

OFFERING 

Please sign the attendance book and pass it to your neighbor. 

Genesis 32:26 – “And he said to him, ‘Rise and go your way; your faith has made you well.’ ” The great 

Lutheran musician J.S. Bach composed a beautiful motet using this verse. It is the cry of true faith, much the 

same as Peter’s words: “Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.” True faith clings to 

the Lord no matter the struggle, no matter the “hard sayings” that the Lord speaks. True faith knows that 

God means to bless us always. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Genesis 32:26; 2 Timothy 3:15 

 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, the righteous call to You day and night, and You answer them speedily.  Grant us faith to rest 

securely in Your mercy and justice as we await the coming of Your Son. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 



Pastor:  Heavenly Father, You have caused the sacred writings of Your Word to be proclaimed through all 

generations.  Encourage and strengthen parents to teach Your Word to their children, that Your people may 

be trained in righteousness and equipped for every good work.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Judge of all, grant justice according to Your Word to those who suffer wrong.  Give wisdom and un-

derstanding to the leaders of all nations, especially our own, that they may punish evil and reward good, 

fearing God and respecting man.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Merciful Father, because You neither slumber nor sleep, deliver us from evil.  Especially we beg You 

to keep the lives of those who face sickness, injuries and troubles including….  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Lord God, You behold our going in and our coming out, both now and forevermore.  Grant us re-

pentant hearts as we approach Your altar this day, that confident in Your protection and grace, we may re-

ceive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ for our good.  May this pledge of salvation preserve our 

life, keep us from all evil and guard us in all our ways.  Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Gracious Lord, You desire us to come to You in prayer and not lose heart in the midst of suffering.  

As we struggle with many afflictions in this vale of tears, strengthen us by the suffering and cross of Your 

Son.  Have mercy on us when our spirits fail and we are overwhelmed by despair.  Renew our faith by the 

proclamation of the Gospel to cry to You in hope day and night.  You are our Keeper.  Guard us when death 

draws near, and grant that we would be found faithful on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

People: Amen. 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION 

    The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Eternal Hope in the belief and glad confidence that our Lord gives to us 

exactly what His Word tells us, not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.   

    Our Lord invites to His table those who believe and trust in His Words, are truly sorry for and turn from their 

sins, and who forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their own great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 

    If this is your belief and confession, we invite you to partake of this special meal.   

 

 

 



PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.   

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who on this day overcame death 

and the grave and by His glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  Therefore with an-

gels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You not only created us and bestowed on us the gift 

of faith but are ever near us to listen to our prayers and praises. Hear us now as we prepare to receive our 

Lord Jesus in, with, and under bread and wine. Forgive, renew, and strengthen us in faith, we pray, until faith 

is replaced with sight. 

 

Then gather us together with all the faithful that we may rejoice at the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom, which has no end. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 



LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25 

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

PAX DOMINI 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

AGNUS DEI  (p. ___ in hymnal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION 

(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying:) 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart + in peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS    (As Needed) 

      “Thy Body, Given For Me, O Savior”    LSB 619 

 

 

 

 
 

     

 



  “God Has Spoken by His Prophets”    LSB 583 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE     “Thank The Lord”      LSB 164 

 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Grant that Your Son’s body and blood, O Lord, which You have given us to eat and to drink, may abide in us, 

and let no stain of sin remain in us, whom this pure and holy Sacrament has refreshed; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and 

ever. 

People: Amen.     

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”    LSB 924 
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