
 

 

“By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear 

constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world 

and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.”       Hebrews 11:7 
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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with 

us.  We encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out 

during the offering so that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

WHAT SHOULD YOU EXPECT TODAY AT ETERNAL HOPE?  Here at Eternal Hope (and all congregations of 

the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod) we believe that God comes to serve us in the Divine Service.  You can 

expect that God will offer you the forgiveness of sins, hear your needs, offer you mercy, teach you His ways, 

comfort you with the peace of Christ, and feed you at Holy Communion.  All this and more God does for you 

because He loves you.  You will also have many opportunities to join all the others who are gathered here 

today in saying "thank you" to God through singing and prayer. 

 

AS WE GATHER  Today’s Epistle is from Hebrews 11, the “by faith” chapter. It lists heroes of faith, people 

who trusted in God’s promises, assured of what they hoped for (the definition of faith). The Reading from 

Genesis singles out Abram believing God, for which God counted it to him as righteousness. Now we can 

look back, knowing that in one descendant of Abraham, Jesus, all God’s promises were kept. His calming 

words in the Gospel give us the assurance we need to rely on God’s care and concern when we don’t have all 

we think we need. “Seek [God’s] kingdom, and these things will be added to you,” He promises (Luke 12:31). 

Our faith-filled response echoes today’s Psalm: “Let Your steadfast love, O LORD, be upon us, even as we 

hope in You” (Psalm 33:22). 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER  O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of 

my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of 

His name.  Amen. 
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PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN      “If Thou But Trust In God To God Thee”    LSB 750 

 

 

 

 

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial    That God hath cast thee off unheard, 

That he whose hopes meet no denial    Must surely be of God preferred. 

Time passes and much change doth bring   And sets a bound to ev’rything. 

6 All are alike before the Highest;    ’Tis easy for our God, we know, 

To raise thee up, though low thou liest,    To make the rich man poor and low. 

True wonders still by Him are wrought   Who setteth up and brings to naught. 

7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,    Perform thy duties faithfully, 

And trust His Word; though undeserving,    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee. 

God never yet forsook in need    The soul that trusted Him indeed. 



INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Luke 12:32 

Pastor:  Let us go to our gracious God, confessing our sins, trusting Him for grace and forgiveness. 

People: We confess, heavenly Father, that we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment.  

Forgive us for Jesus’ sake, strengthen our faith, and focus our hearts on Your kingdom, the 

inheritance He won for us in His death and resurrection. 

 

Pastor:  “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.”  As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

WORD  

 

KYRIE 

Pastor:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.  

Pastor:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE      “Gloria In Excelsis” 

Pastor:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.  

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and merciful God, it is by Your grace that we live as Your people who offer acceptable service. 

Grant that we may walk by faith, and not by sight, in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING     Genesis 15:1–6    (God tells Abram he will have a large 

family and, through one offspring, countless inheritors of His promises.) 

 

 
1
After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; 

your reward shall be very great.” 
2
But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3
And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no 

offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 
4
And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: 

“This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 
5
And he brought him outside and 

said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So 

shall your offspring be.” 
6
And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE      Hebrews 11:1–16    (People of faith before us are examples for us.) 

 

 
1
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

2
For by it the people of 

old received their commendation. 
3
By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, 

so that what is seen was not made out of things that are visible. 

 
4
By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as 

righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still 

speaks. 
5
By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God 

had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. 
6
And without faith it is 

impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he 

rewards those who seek him. 
7
By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in 

reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his household. By this he condemned the world and 

became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

 
8
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an 

inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 
9
By faith he went to live in the land of 

promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 
10

For 

he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. 
11

By faith Sarah 

herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who 

had promised. 
12

Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the 



stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. 

 
13

These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them 

from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 
14

For people who 

speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
15

If they had been thinking of that land from 

which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return. 
16

But as it is, they desire a better 

country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared 

for them a city. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA AND VERSE Luke 12:32 

 

 

 

Pastor:  Alleluia. Fear not, little flock, 

People: for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Alleluia. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL      Luke 12:22–40    (God knows what we truly need.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twelfth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 
22

[Jesus] said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor 

about your body, what you will put on. 
23

For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
24

Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 

them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 
25

And which of you by being anxious can add a 

single hour to his span of life? 
26

If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious 

about the rest? 
27

Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 

all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
28

But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field 

today, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 
29

And 

do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 
30

For all the nations of the world 

seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 
31

Instead, seek his kingdom, and these 

things will be added to you. 

 

 

 

 



 
32

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 
33

Sell your 

possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves with moneybags that do not grow old, with a 

treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 
34

For where 

your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 
35

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 
36

and be like men who are waiting for their 

master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he 

comes and knocks. 
37

Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to 

you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 
38

If he 

comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 
39

But know 

this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his 

house to be broken into. 
40

You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 

expect.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.  

 

 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH 

CATECHISM  The First Article 

People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

Pastor:  What does this mean? 

 

People: I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my body and soul, 

eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, and still takes care of them. He also 

gives me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and 

all I have. 

 

He richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. He defends me 

against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. All this He does only out of fatherly, 

divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me. 

 

For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve and obey Him. 

This is most certainly true. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY      “O Little Flock, Fear Not The Foe”    LSB 666 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

OFFERING 

Luke 12:24 – “Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, 

and yet God feeds them.” God feeds the birds of the air – this we know, it’s just that, as one wit put it: God 

sometimes feeds the birds….to the cats! Yes, crosses and hardships will always come, Christ said that no 

disciple is above his Master. But through it all, the Lord cares for us and He calls upon us to entrust ourselves 

to that care. He really is our Father, and He really will guard and keep us through whatever this life has to 

throw at us. And in the end, we shall receive the gift of eternal life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God, increase our faith in Your wise ways and Your gracious will. Preserve us from reliance 

on our own plans and natural powers, that we would ever trust in You and be counted righteous in Your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Merciful Lord, You have raised up children for Abraham from all the nations through faith in Your 

Word and promise. So bless Your Church on earth by the seed of father Abraham, our Lord, Jesus Christ, that 

Your people would be defended against the assaults and temptations of the adversary. By Your Holy Spirit, 

grant them to live unto righteousness in Christ and to shine like the stars in the heavens forever and ever. 

Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Holy Father, You promised great and abundant blessings to Abram, which he believed by faith. Bless 

the hearts of Christian fathers to prize the gift of their children and to work in their lives for the good of gen-

erations yet unseen. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  God Almighty, teach the rulers of the nations how small and fleeting their reigns are. Shepherd them 

by the preaching of Your Church into the ways of peace, and fix their eyes on the better country that is to 

come, that they would rule in loving service to those in their charge. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Gracious Lord, You call us to cast our anxieties upon You because You care for us. In the midst of 

their tribulation, bless Your people with Your peace especially…. As they consider Your care of flower and 

field, remind them of Your eternal care for them in Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  O Lord, our God, grant Your Holy Spirit unto Your servants who recline at Your table this day. En-

lighten them by Your Word as a lamp unto their feet, that they would be dressed in readiness for the coming 

of the Son of Man, both now and at the end of days, even as He girds Himself to serve them with His body 

and blood. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Heavenly Father, You accomplished Your divine will through the lives and deaths of Your saints 

throughout the ages. Comfort all who mourn in our day, and inspire faith in us through the godly example of 

those who have gone before us and are with Christ. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 



Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, knowing that You will 

hear the prayers of Your people and answer us with Your mercy, providing all things needful and beneficial 

to us through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

People: Amen. 

 

 

SACRAMENT  

 

ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION 

    The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Eternal Hope in the belief and glad confidence that our Lord gives to us 

exactly what His Word tells us, not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.   

    Our Lord invites to His table those who believe and trust in His Words, are truly sorry for and turn from their 

sins, and who forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their own great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 

    If this is your belief and confession, we invite you to partake of this special meal.   

 

 

PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.   

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and all places give thanks to You, 

heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who fulfilled all Your promises and by His death and 

resurrection has assured us of the eternal inheritance awaiting us in Your heavenly kingdom.  Therefore with 

angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SANCTUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and 

sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive 

the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 

us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 

own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25 

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 



PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor:  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. 

So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PAX DOMINI 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

AGNUS DEI  (p. ___ in hymnal) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION 

(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to 

those who come to receive, saying:) 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS    (As Needed) 

      “I Come, O Savior, To Thy Table”    LSB 618 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  “Have No Fear, Little Flock”    LSB 735 (as needed)  Please refer to hymnal 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this gift of life, health, and peace.  

Strengthen us through it that we reflect in our daily living the eternal inheritance that is ours through our 

incorporation into the Body of Christ; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 



CLOSING HYMN      “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing”    LSB 643 
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