
 

 

Holy Father, holy Son, 

Holy Spirit, three we name Thee; 

Though in essence only one, 

Undivided God we claim Thee 

And, adoring, bend the knee 

While we own the mystery.     LSB 940:5 
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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with 

us.  We encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out 

during the offering so that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

 

YOUR GIFTS & TALENTS ARE NEEDED AT ETERNAL HOPE!     As Eternal Hope continues to grow and 

reach more families with the life-saving Gospel message we need all the help we can get!  It is part of our 

core values and beliefs as Christians that each and every person is gifted by God.  We invite you to share 

your gifts with us as we, together, share Christ’s love with our world! 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER   O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of 

my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of 

His name.  Amen. 

AS WE GATHER  Holy Trinity, a time we commemorate and celebrate, is different than any other recognized 

time in the Church Year. Unlike Christmas, Easter, or last week’s Pentecost, where we rejoice in and reflect 

upon an action of God for our salvation, Holy Trinity is a time to rejoice in and reflect upon a doctrine. We 

gather around our shared confession of God as we know Him to be in the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. Even in the mystery of things we cannot fully understand or comprehend by our own reason, we trust 

God’s revelation through His Word made known to us of who He is and what He has done, that apart from 

Him there is no other. 

 

http://www.eternalhopelutheran.com/


PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN      “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name”    LSB 940 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION & PSALM OF THE DAY      Psalm 8 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

People: You have set Your glory above the heavens. 



Pastor:  Out of the mouth of babes and infants, You have established strength 

People: because of Your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger. 

Pastor:  When I look at Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, 

People: the moon and the stars, which You have set in place, 

Pastor:  what is man that You are mindful of him, 

People: and the son of man that You care for him? 

Pastor:  Yet You have made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

People: and crowned him with glory and honor. 

Pastor:  You have given him dominion over the works of Your hands; 

People: You have put all things under his feet, 

Pastor:  all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 

People: the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

Pastor:  O LORD, our Lord, 

People: how majestic is Your name in all the earth! 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:  As we approach our triune God and gather in His majestic name, we draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins. 

People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, judge of all people, we 

admit and confess our sinfulness. 

 

Pastor:  We have turned away from one another in our thinking, speaking, and doing. 

People: We have done the evil You forbid and have not done the good You demand. We do repent 

and are truly sorry for these our sins. 

 

Pastor:  Have mercy on us, heavenly Father, because of the obedience of our Lord Jesus Christ, Your Son. 

People: Forgive us all that is past, and with the power of the Holy Spirit, move us to serve You 

faithfully.  Set our feet upon the new path of life, that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

 

Pastor:  Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58).  He alone, with the 

Father and the Spirit, is the one who has promised forgiveness to those who repent of their sins and turn to 

Him.  Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



WORD  

KYRIE        LSB 152 

Pastor:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy.   

Pastor:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE      “Glory Be To God The Father”    LSB 506   sts. 1, 3–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by 

the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty.  Keep us steadfast 

in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one 

God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31    (The blessings of wisdom) 
1
Does not wisdom call? 

 Does not understanding raise her voice? 
2
On the heights beside the way, 

 at the crossroads she takes her stand; 
3
beside the gates in front of the town, 

 at the entrance of the portals she cries aloud: 
4
“To you, O men, I call, 

 and my cry is to the children of man. . . . 
22

“The LORD possessed me at the beginning of his work, 

 the first of his acts of old. 
23

Ages ago I was set up, 

 at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 
24

When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

 when there were no springs abounding with water. 
25

Before the mountains had been shaped, 

 before the hills, I was brought forth, 
26

before he had made the earth with its fields, 

 or the first of the dust of the world. 
27

When he established the heavens, I was there; 

 when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 
28

when he made firm the skies above, 

 when he established the fountains of the deep, 
29

when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

 so that the waters might not transgress his command, 

when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

 
30

then I was beside him, like a master workman, 

and I was daily his delight, 

 rejoicing before him always, 
31

rejoicing in his inhabited world 

 and delighting in the children of man.” 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



GRADUAL Romans 10:8b, 10 

Pastor:  The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart, 

People: the word of faith that we proclaim. 

Pastor:  For with the heart one believes and is justified, 

People: and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

 

 

SECOND READING      Acts 2:14a, 22–36    (Peter’s Pentecost sermon) 

 

 
14

Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . . 

 
22

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works 

and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 
23

this Jesus, 

delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands 

of lawless men. 
24

God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be 

held by it. 
25

For David says concerning him, 

“‘I saw the Lord always before me, 

 for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
26

therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 

 my flesh also will dwell in hope. 
27

For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, 

 or let your Holy One see corruption. 
28

You have made known to me the paths of life; 

 you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ 

 
29

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, 

and his tomb is with us to this day. 
30

Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 

oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 
31

he foresaw and spoke about the 

resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
32

This Jesus 

God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 
33

Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and 

having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves 

are seeing and hearing. 
34

For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says, 

“‘The Lord said to my Lord, 

Sit at my right hand, 

 
35

until I make your enemies your footstool.’ 
36

Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this 

Jesus whom you crucified.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALLELUIA AND VERSE Isaiah 6:3b 

Pastor:  Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory! Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL      John 8:48–59    (“Before Abraham was, I am.”) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 
48

The Jews answered [Jesus], “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 
49

Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 
50

Yet I do not seek 

my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. 
51

Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my 

word, he will never see death.” 
52

The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham 

died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 
53

Are you greater 

than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” 
54

Jesus 

answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is 

our God.’ 
55

But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar 

like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 
56

Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. 

He saw it and was glad.” 
57

So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen 

Abraham?” 
58

Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 
59

So they picked up 

stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH:  THE ATHANASIAN CREED 

 

(Early in the fourth century, a north African pastor named Arius began 

teaching that Jesus Christ was not truly God.  The Church responded 

decisively in AD 325 with a statement of faith (The Nicene Creed), which 

confessed that Jesus is, in fact, true God.  Toward the end of the fifth 

century, another creed was written that delved further into the mystery of 

the Trinity.  Though attributed to Athanasius, a fourth-century opponent 

of Arius, this anonymous creed clearly came at a later stage in the debate. 

 

 



The Athanasian Creed declares that its teachings concerning the Holy Trinity and our Lord's incarnation are 

"the catholic faith."  In other words, this is what the true Church of all times and all places has confessed.  More 

than fifteen centuries later, the Church continues to confess this truth, confident that the triune God, Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit, has given Himself for our salvation.) 

 

Pastor:  As we confess in this creed the work and identity of the one true God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

with all founded in and supported throughout Scripture, the Athanasian Creed closes with a reminder of 

judgment and the Last Day to come. Though reference is made to works, works are not the basis of our 

salvation. Only those who by faith believe in Jesus Christ for salvation are able to do good works in God’s 

sight, and the good works done are fruits of the saving faith in Christ given through the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Pastor:  Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic (universal Christian) faith. 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt perish eternally. 

People: And the catholic faith is this, that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, 

 

Pastor:  neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 

People: For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is another. 

 

Pastor:  But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one: the glory equal, the 

majesty coeternal. 

People: Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

 

Pastor:  the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated;  

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 

People: And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

 

Pastor:  just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one Uncreated and one Infinite. 

People: In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy Spirit almighty; 

 

Pastor:  and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty.  

People: So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; and yet there are not three Gods, 

but one God. So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

 

Pastor:  and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each distinct person as God and Lord, so 

also are we prohibited by the catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

People: The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor created nor begotten, but 

proceeding. 

 

 



Pastor:  Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy 

Spirits. 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or less than another; 

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, so that in all things, as has been 

stated above, the Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

People: Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the Trinity. 

 

Pastor:  But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully believe the incarnation of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

People: Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 

of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

 

Pastor:  He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; and He is man, born from the 

substance of His mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human flesh;  

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father with respect to His humanity. 

People: Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

 

Pastor:  one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by the assumption of the humanity 

into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ, 

People: who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third day from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, God Almighty, from whence He 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an account concerning their own 

deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal 

fire. 

 

Pastor:  This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and firmly cannot be saved. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY      “Holy, Holy, Holy”    LSB 507 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

OFFERING 

From the Service of the Sacrament: “Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of Sabaoth adored.” Three times the 

angels cry out: “Holy, Holy, Holy!” which is an indication of the threeness in one God – Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit. This is the Name in which we are baptized. We have been made a part of God’s family. And so we are 

called to live lives that are in harmony with our new family. We are to be godly and to live in God’s image. As 

God is loving, kind, and generous – so are we called to be. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY      “Create In Me”    LSB 956 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  We pray to the great God who is one God in three persons. 

People: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, hear our prayer! 

 

Pastor:  Father, we praise You for creating us!  We do not understand Your great power, but we take comfort 

in You.  We thank You for sustaining us by Your great power. 

People: Holy Father, keep us in Your tender care. 

Pastor:  Protect us from the doubt that often lurks: that You will not take care of us.  Lead us to gasp in 

wonder at how You preserve us. 

People: You are our good and merciful Father in heaven! 

Pastor:  Continue to preserve this world.  Provide food for the hungry and homes for those without pillows. 

People: Use us to do Your will. 

 

Pastor:  Jesus Christ, we praise You for redeeming us!  You purchased and won us from all sins, from death, 

and from the power of the devil.  We do not understand how You would choose to die for us, but we accept 

this truth with rejoicing. 

People: Lord Jesus, keep us in Your tender care. 

 

 

 



Pastor:  Guide us to walk in the light of Your forgiveness.  Move our hearts to praise You for Your amazing 

love! 

People: You are true God and true man, our Lord! 

Pastor:  Open our mouths to speak Your forgiveness to others.  Just as You spoke to sinners, move us to 

share Your salvation with all. 

People: Use us to do Your will. 

 

Pastor:  Spirit, You have called us from death to life in the Gospel.  You chose us and enlightened us.  You 

made us rejoice in the foolishness of God.  We do not understand why You would choose us.  We thank You 

for Your work! 

People: Holy Spirit, keep us in Your tender care. 

Pastor:  Sanctify us by Your truth and keep us in Jesus Christ in the one true faith. Fill us with awe at Your 

work. 

People: You work in us to do Your will! 

Pastor:  Move our hands to serve our neighbors.  Move us to rejoice with those who rejoice and to mourn 

with those who mourn, [especially . . .]. 

People: Use us to do Your will. 

 

Pastor:  Three in One, continue to watch over Your church. 

People: Holy Trinity, keep us in Your tender care. 

Pastor:  Keep us in awe of You! 

People: Fill us with joy at Your majesty! 

Pastor:  We pray all this in Your name. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER      Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”    LSB 803 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 3. Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 

All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN NOTES: 

 
 

Glory be to God the Father. H. Bonar. [Praise.] Published in his Hymns of Faith and Hope, 
3rd series, 1866, in 4 stanzas of 6 lines, and entitled "Praise." It is included in several 
collections in Great Britain and America, in its original form. In the Supplement to the New 
Congregational Hymnal, 1874, and that to the Baptist Psalms & Hymns, 1880, the stanzas are 
transposed, ii., iv., iii., i., and the hymn begins, "Glory be to Him Who loved us." The last 

stanza is sometimes used as a doxology distinct from the hymn itself. 

 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy.   In 325 AD, Church leaders convened in the town of Nicaea in 

Bithynia to formulate a consensus of belief and practice amongst Christians. What 

resulted was the Nicene Creed, a document passed on through the ages as one of 

the pillars of church doctrine. The primary function of this creed was to establish a 

firm belief in the Trinity, countering the heresy of Arius, who believed that Jesus was 

not fully divine. It was this creed that inspired Reginald Heber to write this great 

hymn of praise to the Triune God, with the intent that the hymn be sung before or 

after the creed was recited in a service, and on Trinity Sunday – eight weeks after 

Easter. The tune, composed by John B. Dykes for Heber’s text, is also titled NICAEA 

in recognition of Heber’s text. The words evoke a sense of awe at the majesty of 

God, and call on all of creation – humans, saints and angels, and all living things – to 

praise the Godhead three-in-one. 
 

 

 

Jouful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.   Henry Van Dyke’s brilliant hymn of praise has 

many layers that add to the beauty of his text. As hymnologist Albert Bailey writes, 

within Van Dyke’s text, “creation itself cannot conceal its joy, and that joy is 

appreciated by God the center of it all; likewise all nature fills us with joy, caused 

fundamentally by our recognition of God as the giver” (The Gospel in Hymns, 554). 

We experience joy on many levels: we witness the joy expressed by Creation, we 

bask in the joy of God as He delights in us, and we experience our own joy as we 

reflect on all God has done for us and through us. We have all heard this line over 

and over again, but it’s worth repeating: we rush through life too quickly to stop and 

be filled with joy. We allow the phone calls we have to make, the laundry we need to 

fold, the paper we need to write, and the porch we need to fix get in the way of 

simply stopping, looking around, and being filled with joy and gratitude at the world 

God has given us. It’s a world where we have people to call, children to clothe, 

knowledge to express, and parties to host. And more so than anything, even when it 

seems to be crumbling around us, it’s a world redeemed by Christ. What can we 

raise to our Savior but this outburst of joy? 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


