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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with 

us.  We encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out 

during the offering so that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

 

YOUR GIFTS & TALENTS ARE NEEDED AT ETERNAL HOPE! 

As Eternal Hope continues to grow and reach more families with the life-saving Gospel message we need all 

the help we can get!  It is part of our core values and beliefs as Christians that each and every person is 

gifted by God.  We invite you to share your gifts with us as we, together, share Christ’s love with our world! 

 

AS WE GATHER 

“He is risen!”—the Church shouts with confidence—“He is risen indeed!”  The high point of our Christian life 

is celebrated this morning as we gather with all of God’s children to rejoice in the resurrection of our Lord, 

Jesus Christ.   

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Dear Heavenly Father, As I come to worship this morning, may Your Truth sink deep down into my heart and 

soul today.  Help me stay focused on You.  And I pray for the many who will understand for the first time this 

Easter Sunday that You are risen.  Wash over every soul with fresh hope and overwhelming joy.  Bring new 

life as only You can.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

 

 

http://www.eternalhopelutheran.com/


PREPARATION  

CALL TO WORSHIP      Sunday School Children Sing    

 “This Little Gospel Light of Mine” 

“We Are the Church” 

 

WELCOME 

OPENING HYMN      “Lord, This Day We’ve Come To Worship”    LSB 911 

(Congregation will rise on the final verse) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INVOCATION & EASTER ACCLAMATION 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People:  But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

Pastor:  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People:  Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the 

glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

WORD 

  

INTROIT      CHOIR ANTHEM      “O LORD, I love the habitation of Your House” 

 

 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.     

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have promised to be with Your Church forever.  We praise You for Your presence in this 

place of worship and ask You for Your ongoing presence in this place of worship and ask Your ongoing 

blessing upon those who gather here.  Dwell continually among us with Your holy Word and Sacraments, 

strengthen our fellowship in the bonds of love and peace, and increase our faithful witness to Your salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen.    

 



FIRST READING      1 Kings 8:22-30    (Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication) 

 

 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of Israel and spread 

out his hands toward heaven, and said, “O LORD, God of Israel, there is no God like you, in heaven above or 

on earth beneath, keeping covenant and showing steadfast love to your servants who walk before you with 

all their heart, who have kept with your servant David my father what you declared to him. You spoke with 

your mouth, and with your hand have fulfilled it this day. Now therefore, O LORD, God of Israel, keep for your 

servant David my father what you have promised him, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to sit before me on 

the throne of Israel, if only your sons pay close attention to their way, to walk before me as you have walked 

before me.’ Now therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you have spoken to your 

servant David my father. 

 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how 

much less this house that I have built! Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD 

my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant prays before you this day, that your eyes 

may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there,’ 

that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. And listen to the plea of your 

servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling 

place, and when you hear, forgive.” 

 

Lector:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GRADUAL 

O LORD, I love the habitation of your house, 

 and the place where your glory dwells. 

Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 

 at your altars, O LORD of hosts, my King and my God. 

Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 

 ever singing your praise. 

 

 

PSALM      Psalm 84; antiphon: v. 4    (My Soul Longs for the Courts of the Lord) 

Lector:  How lovely is your dwelling place, 

People: O LORD of hosts! 

Lector:  My soul longs, yes, faints 

People: for the courts of the LORD; 

Lector:  my heart and flesh sing for joy 

People: to the living God. 

Lector:  Even the sparrow finds a home, 

People: and the swallow a nest for herself, 

 where she may lay her young, 

Lector:  at your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

People: my King and my God. 



Lector:  Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 

People: ever singing your praise! 

Lector:  Blessèd are those whose strength is in you, 

People: in whose heart are the highways to Zion. 

Lector:  As they go through the Valley of Baca 

People: they make it a place of springs; 

 the early rain also covers it with pools. 

Lector:  They go from strength to strength; 

People: each one appears before God in Zion. 

Lector:  O LORD God of hosts, hear my prayer; 

People: give ear, O God of Jacob! 

Lector:  Behold our shield, O God; 

People: look on the face of your anointed! 

Lector:  For a day in your courts is better 

People: than a thousand elsewhere. 

Lector:  I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

People: than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

Lector:  For the LORD God is a sun and shield; 

People: the LORD bestows favor and honor. 

Lector:  No good thing does he withhold 

People: from those who walk uprightly. 

Lector:  O LORD of hosts, 

People: blessèd is the one who trusts in you! 

ALL: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

    And to the Holy Spirit; 

 As it was in the beginning, 

    Is now, and will be forever.  Amen.  

Lector:  Blessèd are those who dwell in your house, 

People: ever singing your praise! 

 

 

EPISTLE      Revelation 21:1–5    (The new heavens and the new earth) 

 

 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 

the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will 

be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither 

shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

 And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this 

down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



RESPONSE      “There Is A Redeemer”    LSB 971 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 19:1–10    (Jesus and Zacchaeus) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the sixteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 [Jesus] entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief 

tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could 

not, because he was small of stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, 

for he was about to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, 

“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” So he hurried and came down and 

received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man 

who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the 

poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today 

salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to 

save the lost.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

 



OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed 

     I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven & earth. 

     And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He 

rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

THE GOSPEL RESPONSE      “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”    LSB 582 

                 (Sung to the tune of “A Mighty Fortress”  LSB 657) 

 

1 God’s Word is our great heritage    And shall be ours forever; 

To spread its light from age to age    Shall be our chief endeavor. 

Through life it guides our way,    In death it is our stay. 

Lord, grant, while worlds endure,   We keep its teachings pure 

    Throughout all generations. 

 

 

THE MESSAGE       

Dr. Phillip Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE HYMN OF THE DAY       

 

 

 

 



OFFERING         (The Offering is received and is presented at the altar.)  

“But who am I…to be able to make this freewill offering? For all things come from you, and of your own have 

we given you.”    1 Chronicles 29:14 

 

OFFERING OF PRAISE     HAND CHIME CHOIR    “Song of Joy”  

 

PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, 

Merciful God,  

People: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us— our selves, our time, and 

our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for 

us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

OFFERTORY      “Voices Raised to You We Offer”    LSB 795, vv. 1-2, 5 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  Let us pray to God on behalf of the Church and all people in their various needs. 

 

Lord, our heavenly Father, You never refuse the cries of Your children. In the name of our Lord Jesus, we ask 

for Your help and protection and for the good of our families, our neighbors and leaders, our brothers and 

sisters in Christ, our pastors, and all Church workers. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 

 

 

 



Pastor:  Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from above, 

that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying of Christ’s 

holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the 

end. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty and gracious God, You want all to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Magnify the power of the Gospel in the hearts of Your faithful people that Your Church may spread the good 

news of salvation. Protect, encourage, and bless all pastors, missionaries, and Your people who have been 

called to proclaim the saving cross of Christ, that as He is lifted up, may draw all people to Himself. Lord, in 

Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

 

Pastor:  O God, protect the tempted, the distressed, the erring, and all who have fallen away, and gently 

guide them. By Your great goodness bring them into the way of peace and truth. Graciously regard all who 

are in trouble, danger, temptation, or bondage to sin, and those to whom death draws near. In Your mercy 

draw them to Yourself. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  O Father of mercies and God of all comfort, our only help in time of need, look with favor on all who 

are sick among us. Assure them of Your mercy, deliver them from the temptations of the evil one, and give 

them patience and comfort in their illness. If it please You, restore them to health, or give them grace to 

accept their tribulations with courage and hope.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty and most merciful God, although You are not contained in buildings built by human hands, 

at this celebration of Eternal Hope’s fiftieth anniversary we pray that You will be pleased to continue dwelling 

with us here and to make known to us Your glory.  Thank You for all those who have gone before us to 

establish this congregation. Be present in this place where we are gathered to receive Your forgiveness, hear 

Your holy Word, and praise Your holy name.  Bring us at last to he heavenly Jerusalem, where the Lamb is 

the temple, that we may unite with all the saints and angels in His praise through the same Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 



BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

EASTER ACCLAMATION 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “Saints, See The Cloud Of Witnesses”    LSB 667 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Lord, give us faith to walk where You are sending, 

On paths unmarked, eyes blind as to their ending; 

Not knowing where we go, but that You lead us— 

With grace precede us. 

 

6 You, Jesus, You alone deserve all glory! 

Our lives unfold, embraced within Your story; 

Past, present, future—You, the same forever— 

You fail us never! 

 



Today’s Servants 

 

Pastors: Rev. Bill Hillyer, Eternal Hope Lutheran Church  

               Rev. Dan Bodin, (son of the congregation), South Shore Trinity Lutheran Church,     

    White Bear Lake, MN 

 

Preacher: Dr. Phillip Johnson, (adopted son of the congregation),  

Assistant to the President for Mission Formation, Minnesota South District 

 

Lector: Mr. Joseph Bates, (son of the congregation),  

seminarian at Concordia Seminary, St. Louis 

 

Organist: Mrs. Edy Vavrichek  

 

Director of Christian Education: Mr. Andrew Dramstad (son of the congregation) 

 

Acolyte: Joe Strandquist (son of the congregation) 

 

+ + +  
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President:  Joel Shaffer 

Vice President:  Scott Amundson 

Council Secretary:  Edy Vavrichek 

Treasurer:  Troy Bierbaum 

Elders:  Ken Grimm, Howard Holliday, Andrew Hunerberg, Tim Meer 

Education:  Jen Bachman, Kari Falnes, Jen Pelton, Lisa Strandquist 

OutReach:  JoLayne Baird 

Stewardship:  Joe Marcella, Kathy Marcella, Mark Shaffer 

Properties:  Joe Bachman, Joe Herbst, RyanKreger 

Youth:  Andrew Dramstad, Karla Tretter 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Eternal Hope’s Pastors  

1. Deacon Wayne Austreng (1972-1976) 

2. Pastor Gary Lodholz (1977-1980) 

3. Pastor Jack Jacobson (1981-1993) 

4. Pastor Roger Dramstad (1995-2017) 

5. Pastor Bill Hillyer (2017-present) 
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