
 

 

Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered Him, “No.” He 

said to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So 

they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 

John 21:5–6 
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A VERY WARM WELCOME TO TO ALL! 

It is our joy to have guests visit our congregation.  We pray that God would bless you during your visit with 

us.  We encourage you to sign your name and address in the red fellowship book that will be passed out 

during the offering so that we have a record of your visit with us. 

May God’s Word will fill you with peace and joy in worship today. 

YOUR GIFTS & TALENTS ARE NEEDED AT ETERNAL HOPE! 

As Eternal Hope continues to grow and reach more families with the life-saving Gospel message we need all 

the help we can get!  It is part of our core values and beliefs as Christians that each and every person is 

gifted by God.  We invite you to share your gifts with us as we, together, share Christ’s love with our world! 

AS WE GATHER 

In light of Christ’s eternal victory, we should expect change in our daily living. For example, although they 

were called to be fishers of men, in today’s Gospel, the disciples learned that they needed to listen to their 

Lord even when fishing for fish. Change for Peter would mean moving from regretting his past (where he 

denied his Lord) to feeding Christ’s flock. And for Saul (Paul), Christ’s eternal, living presence would mean 

changing from catching Christians to proclaiming Christ before Gentiles and kings. The heavenly host in the 

Reading from Revelation sing their eternal songs of praise to the Lamb on the throne. How might our risen 

Lord’s eternal victory over sin and evil change us so that we echo their praises already here in time? 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Heavenly Father, this morning—and all of history—is about You.  Please help me worship You with an 

undistracted heart.  You know how my mind wanders to my upcoming week, present worries, and thoughts 

of others and other things.  Help me put those thoughts away and focus on You and Your glory.  Would 

Your Spirit cause my heart, soul, mind, and strength to exalt Your Holy Name in my singing, listening to Your 

Word, and interacting with Your people.  In Jesus’ almighty name I pray, Amen.   

http://www.eternalhopelutheran.com/


PREPARATION  

OPENING HYMN      “God Himself Is Present”    LSB 907 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION & EASTER ACCLAMATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:  We have come to worship our great God.  However, in our sinful condition, we cannot get near to 

Him.  Let us confess our sins to God and one another. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 

 

People: I confess to You, heavenly Father, and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned in 

my thoughts, words, and actions.  I am unable to save myself, to turn from my errors, and to atone 

for my sins.  I plead to God for grace and mercy. 

 

Pastor:  By the grace of God, there is One who is worthy to take our requests for forgiveness to God’s throne 

of grace.  Jesus Christ alone is worthy, for He is God’s own Lamb and has ransomed us from our sins by 

dying for us and rising in glory.  He declares us to be saints, able to go to God in all confidence, and priests, 

offering our prayers for one another and all people.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CHOIR    “Above the Hills of Time” 

 

WORD  

 

KYRIE        LSB 152 

Pastor:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor:  For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all let 

us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor:  For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

People: Lord, have mercy. 

Pastor:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF PRAISE      “Alabaré—I”    LSB 799 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world, grant to Your faithful people, 

rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING      Acts 9:1–22    (Jesus appears to Saul, who then proclaims Him to be the Son of God.) 

 

 
1
But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 

2
and 

asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or 

women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3
Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, 

and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 
4
And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to 

him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
5
And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting. 
6
But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 

7
The men 

who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 
8
Saul rose from the 

ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him 

into Damascus. 
9
And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 

 
10

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And 

he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11

And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and at the 

house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 
12

and he has seen in a vision a 

man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 
13

But Ananias 

answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at 

Jerusalem. 
14

And here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on your name.” 
15

But the 

Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings 

and the children of Israel. 
16

For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 
17

So 

Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus 

who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18

And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his 

sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 
19

and taking food, he was strengthened. 

 For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 
20

And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the 

synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
21

And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the 

man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for this 

purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 
22

But Saul increased all the more in strength, and 

confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

EPISTLE      Revelation 5:1–14      (Worthy is the Lamb.) 

 

 
1
Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne a scroll written within and on the back, 

sealed with seven seals. 
2
And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the 

scroll and break its seals?” 
3
And no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll 

or to look into it, 
4
and I began to weep loudly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to 

look into it. 
5
And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 

Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

 
6
And between the throne and the four living creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as 

though it had been slain, with seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out 

into all the earth. 
7
And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated on the 



throne. 
8
And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 

before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9
And they sang a new song, saying, 

“Worthy are you to take the scroll 

 and to open its seals, 

for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God 

 from every tribe and language and people and nation, 
10

and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, 

 and they shall reign on the earth.” 
11

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and the elders the voice of many 

angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
12

saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is 

the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and 

blessing!” 
13

And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all 

that is in them, saying, “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and 

might forever and ever!” 
14

And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 

worshiped. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ALLELUIA and VERSE Romans 6:9; Luke 24:32 

Pastor:  Alleluia. We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over Him. 

People: Alleluia. Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked to us on the road, while He 

opened to us the Scriptures?  Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL      John 21:1–15–19)    (Jesus visits the disciples a 3
rd

 time after Easter as they fish.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 

 
1
After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias, and he revealed himself in 

this way. 
2
Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two 

others of his disciples were together. 
3
Simon Peter said to them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We 

will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 



 
4
Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 

5
Jesus 

said to them, “Children, do you have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 
6
He said to them, “Cast the net on 

the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, 

because of the quantity of fish. 
7
That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” 

When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and 

threw himself into the sea. 
8
The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off. 

 
9
When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and bread. 

10
Jesus 

said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 
11

So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled 

the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there were so many, the net was not torn. 
12

Jesus 

said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They 

knew it was the Lord. 
13

Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 
14

This was 

now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

 
15

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more 

than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
16

He said 

to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love 

you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” 
17

He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love 

me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, 

you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. 
18

Truly, truly, I say to 

you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, 

you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” 
19

(This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 

 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of 

God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 

whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was 

buried.  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at 

the right hand of the Father.  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

whose kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.  And I believe 

in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY      “With High Delight Let Us Unite”    LSB 483 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it to your neighbor.  Guests, please fill out the card found in the 

attendance book and put in the offering plate. 

John 21:6 – “He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’ So 

they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish.” Won't the 

disciples ever learn? Jesus did this once before – when the odds seemed completely against it, the Lord gave 

them a command to let down the nets, a command that seemed crazy. But they complied and He blessed 

their obedience. When will we learn this lesson, too?  

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  Let us pray for ourselves, for all members of the Body of Christ as we proclaim His resurrection, and 

for all people in their various needs. 

 

Gracious God, hear us for the sake of Your own Lamb, for 

People: worthy is the Lamb! 

 

Pastor:  Guide Your Church, Lord Jesus, as she witnesses to Your victory over sin and death.  Direct all who 

announce the Gospel promise of eternity in Your presence and protect all the newly-baptized as they grow 

in understanding Your love.  Use all agencies of health and welfare, as well as the governments of the 

nations, so that peace and prosperity may be realized for all people.  Grant that all people may more fully 

enjoy Your good creation. 

Gracious God, hear us for the sake of Your own Lamb, for 

People: worthy is the Lamb! 

 

Pastor:  Grant favorable weather, Lord our God, that crops produce bounty and famine be lessened.  Remove 

the shackles of people suffering from injustice and oppression.  Surround them with caring instruments of 

Your love.  Accompany first responders at home and armed forces deployed that peace and harmony may 

break out in all levels of human society. 

Gracious God, hear us for the sake of Your own Lamb, for 

People: worthy is the Lamb! 

 

Pastor:  O Holy Spirit, be among us here in this place and wherever people gather around Word and 

Sacrament.  In Your mercy, give us strength and opportunity to grow in love toward one another and in 

service to our communities.  We pray for those near and dear to us, especially….  Grant them health, healing, 

and comfort. 

Gracious God, hear us for the sake of Your own Lamb, for 

People: worthy is the Lamb! Amen. 

 

 

SACRAMENT  

ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION 

    The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Eternal Hope in the belief and glad confidence that our Lord gives to us 

exactly what His Word tells us, not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.   

    Our Lord invites to His table those who believe and trust in His Words, are truly sorry for and turn from their 

sins, and who forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their own great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 

    If this is your belief and confession, we invite you to partake of this special meal.   

 

 



PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.   

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord.   

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.   

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who alone is worthy of honor and 

glory for His victory over death and the grave.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 

HYMN       “Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship”    LSB 949 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on Your rebellious creatures and 

sent Your only Son to offer the sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in His name in the Body of Christ and graciously called saints, we pray that You grant us faithfully 

to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us together with all the 

faithful to the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive our prayers; 

deliver and preserve us.  To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 



 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matt. 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor. 11:23–25 

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

Pastor:  As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

Pastor:  O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, 

You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.  

So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PAX DOMINI 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN       “Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship”    LSB 949 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute 

them to those who come to receive, saying:) 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart  in peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS    (As Needed) 

      “Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy”    LSB 774 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

      “The Lamb”    LSB 547 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 



 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE      Nunc Dimittis    LSB 199 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of 

Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the 

day of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His 

kingdom which has no end;  through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 



EASTER ACCLAMATION 

Pastor:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

People: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today”     LSB 469 

 

 

 

5 Soar we now where Christ has led; 

Foll’wing our exalted Head. 

Made like Him, like Him we rise; 

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies. 

 

6 Hail the Lord of earth and heav’n! 

Praise to Thee by both be giv’n! 

Thee we greet triumphant now: 

Hail, the resurrection, Thou! 


