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Welcome Visitors & Members!  We welcome you to Eternal Hope.   We rejoice in the presence of all who 

have come to worship the Lord.  May God’s grace rest upon us and prepare us for the week ahead.  

Welcome!   

 

VIDEO/AUDIO When you enter Eternal Hope for worship, you will be entering an area where photography, 

video and audio recording may occur.  

 

WORSHIP FOLDER   Please take home with you after worship. 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

During our Midweek services we have journeyed with Joseph throughout this Lenten season and witnessed 

the Lord’s presence and work through him, and we were continually pointed to a greater foreshadowing of 

God’s promise fulfilled through a Savior.  Though much evil took place in Joseph’s life, he was compelled in 

faith to say, “You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should 

be kept alive, as they are today” (Genesis 50:20).  In the same way on this Good Friday, we are exposed to 

much evil.  Jesus is delivered into the hands of sinful men, is beaten, is crucified, is deserted, and died.  But 

like with Joseph, God meant it for good, that we be alive today with the forgiveness and payment for our 

sins, which He endured for us.  Jesus was right when He proclaimed from the cross, “It is finished.”  And by 

that finished work, our new life in Him begins and continues. 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Dear Lord, since the beginning, the enemy of our souls seeks to destroy your glorious purposes for the world 

and your people.  We pray for your protection against all powers and principalities seeking to sow division, 

anger, envy, greed, and lust among your people.  Keep evil men with destructive intent and unsound 

doctrines far from us.  Expose our culture’s ugly lies and the lies we want to believe by setting our hearts on 

truth that leads to love, a good conscience, and sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5).  In the most Holy Name of 

Jesus we pray, Amen.  

http://www.eternalhopelutheran.com/


OPENING COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be 

betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death upon the cross; through the same Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CHOIR      “The Mystery” 

 

INVOCATION & OPENING VERSES 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor:  We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus is the propitiation (appeasement, payment) for our sins. 

People: He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 

Pastor:  Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven and whose sin is put away. 

People: Surely He took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered Him stricken by God, 

smitten by Him, and afflicted. 

 

OPENING HYMN      “No Tramp of Soldier’s Marching Feet”    LSB 444 

 

 

 

 

Hymn continued on next page    



 

 

 

 

READING      John 18:12-18    (Jesus is arrested.) 

Pastor:  Then the detachment of soldiers with its commander and the Jewish officials arrested Jesus.  They 

bound Him and brought Him first to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that year.  

Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it would be good if one man died for the people.  

Simon Peter and another disciple were following Jesus.  Because this disciple was  

known to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the high priest's courtyard, but Peter had to wait outside at 

the door.  The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the girl on duty there 

and brought Peter in. The girl asked Peter: 

People:  "You are not one of His disciples, are you?” 

Pastor:  "I am not."   

People: It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm.  

Peter also was standing with them, warming himself.  

 

 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Pastor:  So often we are confronted with an opportunity, like Peter, to declare to the people around us our 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  So often we offer something less than a clear, "Yes, I am one of His disciples."  

Take a silent moment to confess these and other sins to God, your Father. 

 

(Silence for confession.)  

 

Pastor:  O Lord, Jesus Christ, 

People: There are times when we respond just like Peter, publicly denying our relationship with You.  

In humble repentance, we confess that we have sinned against You in thought, word and deed, 

placing our earthly welfare ahead of Your eternal Lordship.  Look upon us with mercy, and through 

the blood You shed upon the cross, forgive us our sins, so that we may declare to the world with 

confidence that we are Your disciples. 

Pastor:  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  

People: have mercy on us.  

Pastor:  Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;  



People: grant us peace. 

Pastor:  Your Lord, Jesus Christ, died so that He could take Your sins with Him to the grave.  Your sins died 

with Jesus and are never to be remembered again.  Therefore I, as a called & ordained servant of the Word, 

announce to you that all your sins are forgiven in the name of the Father & of the Son & of the Holy Spirit.   

People: Amen. 

 

 

RESPONSE      “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”    LSB 440 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING      John 18:19-27    (Jesus speaks truth; Peter lies!) 

Pastor:  Meanwhile, the high priest questioned Jesus about His disciples and His teaching.   "I have spoken 

openly to the world," Jesus replied. "I always taught in synagogues or at the temple, where all the Jews come 

together. I said nothing in secret.  Why question Me? Ask those who heard Me. Surely they know what I 

said."    

People: When Jesus said this, one of the officials nearby struck Him in the face. "Is this the way You 

answer the high priest?"  he demanded.    

Pastor:  "If I said something wrong," Jesus replied, "testify as to what is wrong. But if I spoke the truth, why 

did you strike Me?"   

People: Then Annas sent Him, still bound, to Caiaphas the high priest.   As Simon Peter stood 

warming himself, he was asked, "You are not one of His disciples, are you?"  

Pastor:  He denied it, saying, "I am not."   



People: One of the high priest's servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 

challenged him, "Didn't I see you with Him in the olive grove?"    

Pastor:  Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow.  

 

 

PRAYER  

Pastor:  O Lord, Your innocent suffering and death is beyond our comprehension.  You have become flesh, 

blood, and bone knowing the intensity of human anguish and pain.  In love and grace You have bore the 

enormity of our sin and guilt securing for us eternal life.  By faith, may we confidently know that Your great 

sacrifice is sufficient to sustain us in this life and the next.  Grant us Your peace, Lord, as we are reminded this 

day of the ultimate price You paid for our salvation.   

People: Amen. 

 

 

READING      John 18:28-40    (Jesus faces interrogation before Pilate.) 

 

Pastor:  Then the Jews led Jesus from Caiaphas to the palace of the Roman governor. By now it was early 

morning, and to avoid ceremonial uncleanness the Jews did not enter the palace; they wanted to be able to 

eat the Passover.  So Pilate came out to them and asked, 

Women: "What charges are you bringing against this man?" 

Men: "If He were not a criminal, we would not have handed Him over to you" they replied.  

Women: Pilate said, "Take Him yourselves and judge Him by your own law."  

Men: "But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected."  

Pastor:  This happened so that the words Jesus had spoken indicating the kind of death He was going to die 

would be fulfilled.  Pilate then went back inside the palace, summoned Jesus and asked Him,  

Women: "Are you the king of the Jews?" 

Pastor:  "Is that your own idea,” Jesus asked, “or did others talk to you about Me?" 

Men: "Am I a Jew? (Pilate replied)  “It was Your people and Your chief priests who handed You over to me.  

What is it You have done?” 

Pastor: Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, My servants would fight to prevent My arrest 

by the Jews. But My kingdom is from another place." 

Women: Pilate , "You are a king, then!"  

Pastor:  Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this  

reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.  

Everyone on the side of truth listens to Me."   

Men:  "What is truth?" Pilate asked.  

Women: With this he went out again to the Jews and said, "I find no basis for a charge against Him.  But it is 

your custom for me to release to you one prisoner at the time of the Passover. Do you want me to release ‘the 

king of the Jews'?"   

 

ALL: They shouted back, "No, not Him! Give us Barabbas!"  

Pastor:  Now Barabbas had taken part in a rebellion. 

 

 



 

 

OUR RESPONSE      “What Wondrous Love Is This?”    LSB 543 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING      John 19:1-7    (Jesus' Lordship is mocked with a thorny crown.) 

Pastor:  Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged.  The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and 

put it on His head. They clothed Him in a purple robe and went up to Him again and again, saying, 

 

ALL:  "Hail, king of the Jews!"  

Pastor:  And they struck Him in the face.  Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews,  "Look, I am 

bringing Him out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against Him."   

Women: When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them,  

Men: "Here is the Man!"  

Pastor:  As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw Him, they shouted,  

ALL: Crucify! Crucify!  

Women: But Pilate answered, "You take Him and crucify Him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against 

Him."   

ALL: The Jews insisted, "We have a law, and according to that law He must die, because He 

claimed to be the Son of God."  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

OUR RESPONSE      “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”    LSB 450 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MESSAGE      “Who’s In Charge Here?” 

 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it to your neighbor.  Guests, please fill out the card found in the 

attendance book and put in the offering plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERTORY HYMN      “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Hast Thou Broken”    LSB 439 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READING      John 19:8-15   (Pilate is persuaded by an angry mob.) 

Pastor:  When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, and he went back inside the palace.  He asked 

Jesus, "Where do You come from?"  But Jesus gave him no answer.   

People: "Do You refuse to speak to me?" Pilate said. "Don't You realize I have power either to free 

You or to crucify You?"   

Pastor:  Jesus answered, "You would have no power over Me if it were not given  

to you from above. Therefore the one who handed Me over to you is guilty of a greater sin."    

ALL: From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, "If you let this Man go, 

you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar."  

Pastor:  When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge's seat at a place known as 

the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is  

Gabbatha).  It was the day of Preparation of Passover Week, about the sixth hour. "Here is your King," Pilate 

said to the Jews.   But they shouted,  

ALL: "Take Him away!  Take Him away!  Crucify Him!"  

Pastor:  "Shall I crucify your King?" Pilate asked.  

ALL: "We have no king but Caesar," the chief priests answered.  

 

 



RESPONSE      “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”    LSB 425 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYERS  

Pastor:  Let us pray to the Lord, in the words of Isaiah the prophet:   

“O Lord, Jesus Christ, surely You have borne our griefs & carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed You stricken, 

smitten by God, & afflicted.”  

People: Lord, we give You heartfelt thanks for knowing our griefs and sorrows. 

Pastor:  “You were wounded for our transgressions; You were crushed for our iniquities; upon You was the 

chastisement that brought us peace, and with Your stripes we are healed.” 

People: Lord, we ask that You would continually forgive our sins and be our physician in the face of 

all illness and injury.  

Pastor:  “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to our own way; & the Lord has laid on 

You the iniquity of us all.” 

People: Lord, when we stray from Your Word of grace and wisdom, restore us to Your eternal fold. 

Pastor:  “You were oppressed, and You were afflicted, yet You opened not Your mouth; like a lamb that is led to 

the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so You opened not Your mouth.” 

People: Lord, we praise You for being the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

Pastor:  “By oppression and judgment You were taken away; and considered by Your generation, to be cut off 

out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of His people.” 

People: Lord, we give You thanks for confronting and conquering death, descending into hell, and 

forever vanquishing the powers of Satan. 

Pastor:  “They made Your grave with the wicked and with a rich man in Your death, although You had done no 

violence, and there was no deceit in Your mouth.” 

People: Lord, keep us mindful of Your pure innocence, and by Your Spirit may we be emissaries of 

Your peace and truth.   

 

 

 

 



Pastor:  “Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush You; He has put You to grief; when Your soul made an offering 

for sin, He saw His offspring; He shall prolong Your days; the will of the Lord shall prosper in Your hand.” 

People: Lord, You have forsaken Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, so that we may prosper in this life.  

Increase our joy, knowing that our redemption is secure in the life and death of Jesus. 

Pastor:  “Out of the anguish of Your soul He saw and was satisfied; by Your knowledge the righteous one, my 

servant, made many to be accounted righteous, and You bore their iniquities.” Isaiah 53:4-12,  adapted  

People: Lord, may Your righteousness be made known through our actions and our speech.  Cleanse 

us from all iniquity so that we may purposely seek to do Your will among all people.  

Pastor:  “Therefore He will divide You a portion with the many, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because You poured out Your soul to death and were numbered with the transgressors; yet You bore the sin of 

many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”  

People: Lord, continue to intercede on our behalf so that our unknown sins, and unmet needs may be 

embraced by the care and compassion of God our Father, in Your holy, precious name.  Amen.  

 

 

READING      John 19:16-22; Luke 23:44-46; Matthew 27:54 (NIV) 

Pastor:  Finally Pilate handed Him over to them to be crucified. So the soldiers took charge of Jesus.  Carrying 

His own cross, He went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha).  Here they 

crucified Him, and with Him two others---one on each side and  

Jesus in the middle.  Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross.  It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE 

KING OF THE JEWS.  Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city, 

and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek.  The chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, "Do 

not write 'The King of the Jews,' but that this Man claimed to be king of the Jews."  Pilate answered, "What I 

have written, I have written."   

Darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining.  And the curtain of the 

temple was torn in two.  Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit."  

When He had said this, He breathed His last.  

 

(Silence for meditation) 

 

When the centurion and those with Him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had 

happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, "Surely He was the Son of God!" 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CLOSING HYMN      “Were You There”    LSB 456 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christ candle is removed from the sanctuary.  After a brief time, a loud noise (strepitus) symbolizes the 

closing of the tomb, the earthquake at the time of Christ's death and the "closing of the book" on Jesus' 

sacrifice.  After the loud noise, the candle is returned to its place at the altar, symbolizing that our redemption 

is complete.   

 

Pastor:  God's book is now closed decisively on sin and death.  There is now no condemnation for those who 

are in Christ Jesus. 

 

The congregation leaves in silence. 

   You are asked to leave in silence anticipating the joys of Easter while contemplating the solemnity of Good 

Friday.  You may remain in the sanctuary for meditation or prayer as long as you like.   

 

 

   The omission of the benediction today indicates that our worship is not complete until joined with the 

celebration of the Resurrection Service on Easter Morning.   


