
 

 

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5 
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AS WE GATHER 

A guilty, heavy conscience can wreak havoc on a person and on a soul  As King David was inspired to write in 

a psalm, hearkening back to his time of sinful indiscretions bottled up inside, he says, “When I kept silent, my 

bones wasted away through my groaning all day long” (Psalm 32:3).  It is what a guilty, unclean conscience 

can do.  One can only imagine the state of most of Joseph’s brothers, who for nearly twenty years kept to 

themselves the treatment of their brother and the secrets and lies kept from their father, Jacob.  Through this 

Genesis account and throughout Scripture, we are reminded again what can cleanse a conscience and give 

peace to a soul.  Through repentance, confession, forgiveness, and the grace of God, we are affirmed 

through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and a clean conscience and new life is had. 

 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Dear Lord, since the beginning, the enemy of our souls seeks to destroy your glorious purposes for the world 

and your people.  We pray for your protection against all powers and principalities seeking to sow division, 

anger, envy, greed, and lust among your people.  Keep evil men with destructive intent and unsound 

doctrines far from us.  Expose our culture’s ugly lies and the lies we want to believe by setting our hearts on 

truth that leads to love, a good conscience, and sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5).  In the most Holy Name of 

Jesus we pray, Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN      “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”    LSB 609 

 

 

 

 
 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 51:1–9 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  Joseph’s journey in Genesis came full circle when his brothers journeyed to Egypt in need of food as 

a famine struck the land. With their sinful actions from decades prior left unresolved, they and their 

consciences bowed down before their brother Joseph. We, too, know what a guilty conscience feels like, yet 

we also are given the knowledge of where to bring our sin and shame. We respond with the psalmist: 

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according to Your abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. 

People: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

Pastor:  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

People: Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You may be 

justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 

Pastor:  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

People: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in the secret 

heart. 



Pastor:  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

People: Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 

Pastor:  Hide Your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 

 

 

HYMN   “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”    LSB 609 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 1 John 1:8–9 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor:  That we may have a conscience at peace, let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  We 

justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 

ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

 

Pastor:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us 

all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and 

bestows on them the Holy Spirit.  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion 

in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN       “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”    LSB 609 



 

 

 

 
 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 51:10–12 

Pastor:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

People: Cast me not away from Your presence, and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Pastor:  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

 

HYMN       “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”    LSB 609 

 

 

 

 
PRAYER 



Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, as we journey with Joseph together in this Lenten season, we, like Joseph’s brothers, carry 

consciences that are heavy and burdened by our sins.  At Your invitation and command, we know we can 

bring before You all our faults and failings and be assured of Your grace and forgiveness through Your 

completed work as our one and only Savior from sin.  Strengthen us and preserve us to walk faithfully with 

You in humble repentance this season and always, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

READING      John 1:1–10    (Sin and forgiveness through the Word made flesh) 

 
1
[Jesus said:] “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs 

in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 
2
But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 
3
To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. 
4
When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 

they know his voice. 
5
A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 

voice of strangers.” 
6
This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was 

saying to them. 

 
7
So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 

8
All who came 

before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 
9
I am the door. If anyone enters 

by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 
10

The thief comes only to steal and kill and 

destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PASSION READING      Luke 23:1–25 

 
1
Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 

2
And they began to accuse 

him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and 

saying that he himself is Christ, a king.” 
3
And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he an-

swered him, “You have said so.” 
4
Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no guilt in this 

man.” 
5
But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee 

even to this place.” 

 
6
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 

7
And when he learned that he 

belonged to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 
8
When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because he had heard 

about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. 
9
So he questioned him at some length, but 

he made no answer. 
10

The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 
11

And Herod 

with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he 

sent him back to Pilate. 
12

And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for before 

this they had been at enmity with each other. 

 
13

Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 
14

and said to them, 

“You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after examining him before you,  

 



behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your charges against him. 
15

Neither did Herod, for he sent 

him back to us. Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 
16

I will therefore punish and release 

him.” 

 
18

But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us Barabbas”— 
19

a man who 

had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in the city and for murder. 
20

Pilate addressed them 

once more, desiring to release Jesus, 
21

but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 
22

A third time he said 

to them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I will therefore punish 

and release him.” 
23

But they were urgent, demanding with loud cries that he should be crucified. And their 

voices prevailed. 
24

So Pilate decided that their demand should be granted. 
25

He released the man who had 

been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to 

their will. 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

HYMN       “Lord Jesus, Think on Me”    LSB 610 

 

 
 

 

SERMON READING Genesis 42:6–24 

Pastor:  The Reading serving as the focus for today’s message, from Genesis, the forty-second chapter: 

 

Now Joseph was governor over the land. He was the one who sold to all the people of the land.  And 

Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground.  Joseph saw his 

brothers and recognized them, but he treated them like strangers and spoke roughly to them. “Where do 

you come from?” he said.  They said, 

People: “From the land of Canaan, to buy food.” 

 

 

 



 

Pastor:  And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. And Joseph remembered the 

dreams that he had dreamed of them.  And he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to see the 

nakedness of the land.”  They said to him, 

People: “No, my lord, your servants have come to buy food.  We are all sons of one man. We are 

honest men.  Your servants have never been spies.” 

 

Pastor:  He said to them, “No, it is the nakedness of the land that you have come to see.”  And they said, 

People: “We, your servants, are twelve brothers, the sons of one man in the land of Canaan, and 

behold, the youngest is this day with our father, and one is no more.” 

 

Pastor:  But Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to you.  You are spies.  By this you shall be tested: by the life 

of Pharaoh, you shall not go from this place unless your youngest brother comes here.  Send one of you, and 

let him bring your brother, while you remain confined, that your words may be tested, whether there is truth 

in you.  Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, surely you are spies.”  And he put them all together in custody for 

three days.  On the third day Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: if you are honest 

men, let one of your brothers remain confined where you are in custody, and let the rest go and carry grain 

for the famine of your households, and bring your youngest brother to me.  So your words will be verified, 

and you shall not die.”  And they did so.  Then they said to one another, 

People: “In truth we are guilty concerning our brother, in that we saw the distress of his soul, when 

he begged us and we did not listen.  That is why this distress has come upon us.” 

 

Pastor:  And Reuben answered them, “Did I not tell you not to sin against the boy?  But you did not listen.  

So now there comes a reckoning for his blood.”  They did not know that Joseph understood them, for there 

was an interpreter between them.  Then he turned away from them and wept.  And he returned to them and 

spoke to them.  And he took Simeon from them and bound him before their eyes. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it to your neighbor.  Guests, please fill out the card found in the 

attendance book and put in the offering plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY      “Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”    LSB 956 



 

 

 

 

 
Text: Psalm 51:10–12 

Tune: Johann Georg Winer, 1583–1651, adapt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH   Psalm 51:10 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Heavenly Father, we see with Joseph’s brothers what a guilty conscience does to selves and relationships.  As 

we journey with him and look to the cross of Christ through it all, we thank You for the invitation to confess 

our sins and through Your Son to receive forgiveness and grace.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Pastor:  Bless us in this Lenten season in all we do, serving You in our respective vocations, families, homes, 

and relationships with others.  Give us strength and courage as we live as Your witnesses and speak Your 

truth in love.  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Pastor:  Be with those whose hearts are far from You, that their guilt be relieved, doubts be conquered, fears 

be given peace, dread given joy, and hopelessness given faith and trust in You.  Be especially with those who 

request our prayers, including…, and all who face struggles in their earthly journeys.  Create in me a clean 

heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 



Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CATECHISM  The Fifth Petition 

Pastor:  We pray in the fifth petition of the Lord’s Prayer: 

People: And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 

Pastor:  What does this mean? 

People: We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or deny our 

prayer because of them.  We are neither worthy of the things for which we pray, nor have we 

deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us by grace, for we daily sin much and 

surely deserve nothing but punishment.  So we too will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those 

who sin against us. 

 

Pastor:  We now join together with this and all petitions in the prayer our Lord has taught us: 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER Luther’s Evening Prayer 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 

and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING SENTENCES 1 John 1:8–9 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

People: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 



Pastor:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “Abide With Me”    LSB 878 
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