
 

 

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5 
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AS WE GATHER 

“Good things come to those who wait.” We may have heard this old adage before and maybe even tried to 

convince ourselves it rings true for our lives. Whether or not “good things” actually came to be in whatever 

situation of waiting, we are drawn today in light of Joseph to bring that phrase in the context of the Lord. 

Joseph was made to wait. He waited in prison while being falsely accused and seemingly forgotten. It 

seemed like no “good things” would come out of the situation. Yet he did not just wait in idleness and 

despair; he waited in faith and with hope and trust in the Lord. Good things, greater eternal things, come to 

us as well when the foundation of our faithful waiting is found in Jesus. 

 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Dear Lord, since the beginning, the enemy of our souls seeks to destroy your glorious purposes for the world 

and your people.  We pray for your protection against all powers and principalities seeking to sow division, 

anger, envy, greed, and lust among your people.  Keep evil men with destructive intent and unsound 

doctrines far from us.  Expose our culture’s ugly lies and the lies we want to believe by setting our hearts on 

truth that leads to love, a good conscience, and sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5).  In the most Holy Name of 

Jesus we pray, Amen.  
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OPENING HYMN      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”    LSB 427 

 

 

 
 

 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES    Lamentations 3:25–26; Psalm 27:1–5, 11–14 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. 

People: It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  Joseph’s journey brought him to prison, though he had done nothing wrong, and he had to wait—

wait for justice, wait to be remembered, wait for truth, wait for hope.  We, too, find ourselves waiting for 

many things and waiting on the Lord.  We respond with the psalmist: 

 

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 

People: The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

Pastor:  When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 

People: Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, 

yet I will be confident. 

Pastor:  One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all 

the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in His temple. 

People: For He will hide me in His shelter in the day of trouble; He will conceal me under the cover of 

His tent; He will lift me high upon a rock. 

Pastor:  Teach me Your way, O LORD, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 

People: Give me not up to the will of my adversaries; for false witnesses have risen against me, and 

they breathe out violence. 

Pastor:  I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living! Wait for the LORD; 

People: be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 

 

 



HYMN      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”    LSB 427 

 

 

 
 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION     Psalm 130:1–7, adapted 

Pastor:  Out of the depths I cry to You, O LORD! O Lord, hear my voice! Let Your ears be attentive to the voice 

of my pleas for mercy! 

People: If You, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with You there is 

forgiveness, that You may be feared. 

Pastor:  As we cry to the Lord, and as He hears our voices, we come in confession of our sins and iniquities. 

We confess that we have not always waited in faith. 

People: We have been impatient with others, leading us to not love our neighbors as ourselves. We 

have been impatient with You, leading us to doubt Your love for us, Your power, and Your presence. 

Pastor:  We have sinned against others and against You in thought, word, and deed. 

People: We deserve nothing but Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Pastor:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope; 

People: my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning. 

Pastor:  For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. 

 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to take upon Himself the sins of the world, to die for you, and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN       “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”    LSB 427 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, as we journey with Joseph together in this Lenten season, help us also to wait in 

faithfulness and to wait for Your salvation.  Amid times of impatience and feeling alone, forgotten, and 

forsaken, draw us to the Word and to Your Passion as we cling to Your continued presence and Your 

promises made and attained for us, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

READING      Lamentations 3:19–26    (Waiting on the Lord) 
19

Remember my affliction and my wanderings, 

 the wormwood and the gall! 
20

My soul continually remembers it 

 and is bowed down within me. 
21

But this I call to mind, 

 and therefore I have hope: 
22

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; 

 his mercies never come to an end; 
23

they are new every morning; 

 great is your faithfulness. 
24

“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 

 “therefore I will hope in him.” 
25

The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 

 to the soul who seeks him. 
26

It is good that one should wait quietly 

 for the salvation of the LORD. 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 



 

 

 

PASSION READING      Luke 22:52–71 

 
52

Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who had come out 

against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 
53

When I was with you day 

after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” 

 
54

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house, and Peter was 

following at a distance. 
55

And when they had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down 

together, Peter sat down among them. 
56

Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking 

closely at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 
57

But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” 
58

And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am 

not.” 
59

And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was 

with him, for he too is a Galilean.” 
60

But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And 

immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 
61

And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. 

And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, 

you will deny me three times.” 
62

And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 
63

Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat him. 
64

They also 

blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that struck you?” 
65

And they said many other 

things against him, blaspheming him. 

 
66

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both chief priests 

and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, 
67

“If you are the Christ, tell us.” But he 

said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe, 
68

and if I ask you, you will not answer. 
69

But from now on 

the Son of Man shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 
70

So they all said, “Are you the Son 

of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” 
71

Then they said, “What further testimony do we 

need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.” 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN       “Be Still, My Soul”    LSB 752 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON READING Genesis 41:9–16, 25–44 

Pastor:  The Reading serving as the focus for today’s message, from Genesis, the forty-first chapter: 

 

Then the chief cupbearer said to Pharaoh, “I remember my offenses today. When Pharaoh was angry with his 

servants and put me and the chief baker in custody in the house of the captain of the guard, we dreamed on 

the same night, he and I, each having a dream with its own interpretation. A young Hebrew was there with 

us, a servant of the captain of the guard. When we told him, he interpreted our dreams to us, giving an 

interpretation to each man according to his dream. And as he interpreted to us, so it came about. I was 

restored to my office, and the baker was hanged.” 



 

Then Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they quickly brought him out of the pit. And when he had shaved 

himself and changed his clothes, he came in before Pharaoh. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have had a 

dream, and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you 

can interpret it.” Joseph answered Pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.” . . . 

 

Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one; God has revealed to Pharaoh what He is 

about to do. The seven good cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are seven years; the dreams are 

one. The seven lean and ugly cows that came up after them are seven years, and the seven empty ears 

blighted by the east wind are also seven years of famine. It is as I told Pharaoh; God has shown to Pharaoh 

what He is about to do. There will come seven years of great plenty throughout all the land of Egypt, but 

after them there will arise seven years of famine, and all the plenty will be forgotten in the land of Egypt. The 

famine will consume the land, and the plenty will be unknown in the land by reason of the famine that will 

follow, for it will be very severe. And the doubling of Pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is fixed by God, 

and God will shortly bring it about. Now therefore let Pharaoh select a discerning and wise man, and set him 

over the land of Egypt. Let Pharaoh proceed to appoint overseers over the land and take one-fifth of the 

produce of the land of Egypt during the seven plentiful years. And let them gather all the food of these good 

years that are coming and store up grain under the authority of Pharaoh for food in the cities, and let them 

keep it. That food shall be a reserve for the land against the seven years of famine that are to occur in the 

land of Egypt, so that the land may not perish through the famine.” 

 

This proposal pleased Pharaoh and all his servants. And Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we find a man like 

this, in whom is the Spirit of God?” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown you all this, there is 

none so discerning and wise as you are. You shall be over my house, and all my people shall order 

themselves as you command. Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.” And Pharaoh said to 

Joseph, “See, I have set you over all the land of Egypt.” Then Pharaoh took his signet ring from his hand and 

put it on Joseph’s hand, and clothed him in garments of fine linen and put a gold chain about his neck. And 

he made him ride in his second chariot. And they called out before him, “Bow the knee!” Thus he set him 

over all the land of Egypt. Moreover, Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and without your consent no 

one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land of Egypt.” 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it to your neighbor.  Guests, please fill out the card found in the 

attendance book and put in the offering plate. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Lamentations 3:26, adapted 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Heavenly Father, broken by this world of sin, we are an impatient people.  In our times of seeking justice, 

facing distress, and struggling with situations, help us to patiently hope in You and Your promises made, 

promises fulfilled, and promises yet to come.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer as we wait for Your salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Gracious Lord, Your ways are not our ways, nor are Your thoughts our thoughts, nor Your time our 

time.  As You were with Joseph in his time of trial and need in prison, You worked good through his waiting 

in faith.  So also grant to us, by Your Holy Spirit, faith that holds to You at all times.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer as we wait for Your salvation. 

 

Pastor:  We lift up those who cry out to You in distress and despair, including….  As they wait for healing, 

peace, and comfort, be the rock of their salvation and hope in times of need.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer as we wait for Your salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Halfway through this Lenten journey, we wait to walk with Jesus in the culmination of His passion—

His suffering, crucifixion, and death for the sins of the world.  Grant us repentant hearts to know our need for 

a Savior, what You have given in Your one and only Son, and the forgiveness of sins and eternal good 

worked for the sake of the world through the one sacrifice needed.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer as we wait for Your salvation. 

 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER Luther’s Evening Prayer 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

 



CLOSING SENTENCES Lamentations 3:25–26; Psalm 130:5, 7 adapted 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  The LORD is good to those who wait for Him, to the soul who seeks Him. 

People: It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 

Pastor:  I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope. 

People: For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful redemption. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN       “Abide With Me”    LSB 878 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


