
 

 

And He told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came 

seeking fruit on it and found none. And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three 

years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. 

Why should it use up the ground?’”     Luke 13:6–7 
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Welcome Visitors & Members!  We welcome you to Eternal Hope.   We rejoice in the presence of all who 

have come to worship the Lord.  May God’s grace rest upon us and prepare us for the week ahead.  

Welcome!   

 

VIDEO/AUDIO When you enter Eternal Hope for worship, you will be entering an area where photography, 

video and audio recording may occur.  

 

SUNDAY WORSHIP FOLDER & ANNOUNCEMENTS  Please take home with you after worship. 

 

 

AS WE GATHER 

How then shall we live?  What a profound question for Christians to consider midway through Lent!  The 

Lord has shown His mercy to us, forgiven our sins, and delivered us from death.  Then what?  What is the 

focus of our lives?  The call of the Readings for this Sunday points us to the repentance that bears the good 

fruit of God’s kingdom.  Like trees that have failed to produce good fruit, the Lord has tended us with His 

Word, with the warning of the Law and the promise of the Gospel.  But if the tree remains unfruitful, the tree 

will have to be cut down.  It is a hard word to hear, but God remains merciful, and most of all, He seeks that 

we bear the good fruits of faith and repentance in our daily lives. 

 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER         

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and truth, I humbly pray that 

You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus 

Christ as my only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name.  Amen. 
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PREPARATION 

 

OPENING HYMN      “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”    LSB 809 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INVOCATION 

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.) 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 1:6; 5:4, 7, adapt. 

Pastor:  The LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

People: but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Pastor:  You are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with You. 

People: Through the abundance of Your steadfast love, I will enter Your house. 

 

Silence for meditation and reflection. 

 

Pastor:  Let us confess our sins to God our Father: 

People: Almighty God, maker of all things and judge of all people, we poor sinners confess to You 

that we have turned away from You.  We have not done the good You desire but have done the evil 

You forbid.  We repent of all our sins of thought, word, and deed and pray for Your mercy for the 

sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Turn our hearts away from sin and its temptation and grant us by the 

Holy Spirit to serve You with all our heart, mind, body, and soul.  In the holy name of Jesus, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your 

sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.  To the impenitent and unbelieving I declare 

that so long as you continue in your impenitence, God will not forgive your sins and will visit your iniquity 

upon you until you turn from your sinful ways, come to repentance, and trust in the merits of Jesus Christ 

alone. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor:  May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

People: Amen. 

 

WORD  

 

LITANY FOR LENT 

Pastor:  O God, the Father in heaven, 

People: have mercy upon us. 

Pastor:  O God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

People: have mercy upon us. 

Pastor:  O God, the Holy Spirit, sanctifier of the faithful, 

People: have mercy upon us. 

Pastor:  Remember not our offenses, but forgive us, O Lord, 

People: whom You have redeemed with Your most precious blood. 



Pastor:  From all blindness, hardness of heart, and impenitence, 

People: good Lord, deliver us. 

Pastor:  From all pride, hypocrisy, anger, hatred, and greed, 

People: good Lord, deliver us. 

Pastor:  From the deceit of the devil, from the lure of the world, and our own flesh, 

People: good Lord, deliver us. 

Pastor:  In time of danger, in the hour of trial, and in the day of judgment, 

People: good Lord, deliver us. 

Pastor:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People: Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Pastor:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

People: Save us, O Lord, for the sake of Your name.  Amen. 

 

GLORIA IN EXCELSIS               LSB 154 

Pastor:  Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you.  

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and 

bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth 

of Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen.   

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Ezekiel 33:7–20    (The Lord seeks not the death of the sinner.) 

 
7
“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word 

from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 
8
If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall 

surely die, and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person shall die in 

his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 
9
But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and 

he does not turn from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 

 
10

“And you, son of man, say to the house of Israel, Thus have you said: ‘Surely our transgressions 

and our sins are upon us, and we rot away because of them. How then can we live?’ 
11

Say to them, As I 

live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his 

way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 
12

“And you, son of man, say to your people, The righteousness of the righteous shall not deliver him 

when he transgresses, and as for the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it when he turns from 

his wickedness, and the righteous shall not be able to live by his righteousness when he sins. 
13

Though I 

say to the righteous that he shall surely live, yet if he trusts in his righteousness and does injustice, none of 

his righteous deeds shall be remembered, but in his injustice that he has done he shall die. 
14

Again, 

though I say to the wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ yet if he turns from his sin and does what is just and 

right, 
15

if the wicked restores the pledge, gives back what he has taken by robbery, and walks in the stat-

utes of life, not doing injustice, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 
16

None of the sins that he has commit-

ted shall be remembered against him. He has done what is just and right; he shall surely live. 

 
17

“Yet your people say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just,’ when it is their own way that is not just. 
18

When the righteous turns from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it. 
19

And when the 

wicked turns from his wickedness and does what is just and right, he shall live by them. 
20

Yet you say, ‘The 

way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, I will judge each of you according to his ways.” 



Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

EPISTLE      1 Corinthians 10:1–13    (God is faithful.) 

 
1
I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the 

sea, 
2
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 

3
and all ate the same spiritual food, 

4
and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the 

Rock was Christ. 
5
Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the 

wilderness. 

 
6
Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 

7
Do not 

be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to 

play.” 
8
We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a 

single day. 
9
We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 

10
nor 

grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. 
11

Now these things happened to 

them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has 

come. 
12

Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 
13

No temptation has over-

taken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your 

ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

VERSE FOR LENT     Ephesians 6:11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOLY GOSPEL      Luke 13:1–9    (Unless you repent, you also will perish.) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the thirteenth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord.   

 
1
There were some present at that very time who told [Jesus] about the Galileans whose blood Pilate 

had mingled with their sacrifices. 
2
And he answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse 

sinners than all the other Galileans, because they suffered in this way? 
3
No, I tell you; but unless you re-

pent, you will all likewise perish. 
4
Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them: do 

you think that they were worse offenders than all the others who lived in Jerusalem? 
5
No, I tell you; but 

unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” 

 
6
And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit 

on it and found none. 
7
And he said to the vinedresser, ‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit 

on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 
8
And he answered him, 

‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on manure. 
9
Then if it should bear fruit next 

year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ.   

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH     Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the 

Father, by whom all things were made; 

who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the 

virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 

with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 

sins, and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN OF THE DAY      “May God Bestow on Us His Grace”    LSB 824 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it to your neighbor.  Guests, please fill out the card found in the 

attendance book and place in the offering plate. 

Luke 13:13 – “No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” The season of Lent is all 

about repentance. It is about turning back to the Lord, away from our sins, in faith. We know that it is only in 

the Lord that we can find salvation. So, we do well in this season of repentance to examine ourselves, asking 

questions like, “What is trying to keep me away from Jesus? What is a temptation I face? What is a sin I need 

to repent of and leave behind?” Then we turn to the Lord for the strength to leave these sins behind, and we 

turn to the Lord for the courage to follow Him in faith and faithful living. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  Restore us, O Lord, according to Your promise, and hear the prayers of Your people who cry to You 

in need. 

 

Blessed Lord, it is Your good and gracious will not to condemn but to save the sinner through the merits of 

Christ alone.  Open our hearts to the voice of Your call, lead us to repentance, and grant us Your Holy Spirit 

so that we may show forth the good fruits of that repentance in our lives.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Almighty God, we live in a world filled with temptation, fear, and threat.  Grant us a refuge in Your 

Word that our hearts may not despair.  Deliver us from all our enemies and bring us to everlasting life.  Lord, 

in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Merciful Lord, the tragedies and disasters of this life unsettle our hearts and feed our anxieties.  

Remind us of Your great compassion and faithfulness, and support the victims of such events as well as the 

emergency personnel who imperil themselves on our behalf.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Gracious God, our world cries out in search of hope; grant to those who preach Your Word the grace 

to proclaim it faithfully, and bless the missionaries far and near who bring Your Gospel to those who sit in 

the darkness of sin and death.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Lord God, bless us with good and faithful leaders who will hear and heed Your Word.  Move us to 

have compassion on the oppressed, to seek justice for those who suffer wrongly, and to sustain goodness in 

our life and conduct.  Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Deliver, O Lord, the sick from their afflictions, the sorrowing from their grief, the troubled in mind 

from depression, and the dying from fear. Hear us especially for…  and for all who cry to You in need.  Hear 

us for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Lord, in Your mercy, 



People: hear our prayer. 

Pastor:  Blessed Lord, You have given us the comfort of Your Word and the food of Your Son’s body and 

blood that we may be sustained in trial and strengthened in faith.  Forgiven by Your mercy, grant us Your 

Holy Spirit that we show forth in holy lives our Savior, whom we here receive upon our lips.  Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor:  Holy Lord, all things are Yours and yet You show Your great mercy in giving us all we need for this 

life and for eternal life.  Give us also a grateful heart, so that we may respond with gratitude and return to 

You the tithes and offerings You are due for all Your kindness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 SACRAMENT  

ABOUT HOLY COMMUNION 

    The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at Eternal Hope in the belief and glad confidence that our Lord gives to us 

exactly what His Word tells us, not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for the 

forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another.   

    Our Lord invites to His table those who believe and trust in His Words, are truly sorry for and turn from their 

sins, and who forgive and love one another as He forgives and loves us.  Because those who eat and drink our 

Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their own great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession 

of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 

    If this is your belief and confession, we invite you to partake of this special meal.   

 

 

PREFACE 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

PROPER PREFACE 

Pastor:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, 

holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the 

devil and gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to 

celebrate the paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 

company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 



 

SANCTUS                              LSB, p. 208 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER      LSB, p. 209 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD    Matt 26:26–28; Mark 14:22–24; Luke 22:19–20; 1 Cor 11:23–25 

Pastor:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given 

thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. 

This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, 

saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the 

forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

 

 



PAX DOMINI 

Pastor:  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

People: Amen. 

 

AGNUS DEI        LSB, p. 210 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION 

(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute 

them to those who come to receive, saying:) 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.  

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 

 

(In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:) 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart + in peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 

 “Jesus, Lead Thou On”    LSB 718   

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

TO MEDITATE ON AFTER RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

Now, it is true, as we have said, that no one should by any means be forced or compelled to go the 

Sacrament, lest we institute a new murdering of souls.  Nevertheless, it must be known that people who 

deprive themselves of and withdraw from the Sacrament for such a long time are not to be considered 

Christians.  For Christ has not instituted it to be treated as a show.  Instead, He has commanded His 

Christians to eat it, drink it, and remember Him by it. 

    —Martin Luther, Large Catechism, V, 42. 



    “East This Bread”    LSB 638  (If Needed) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE      “On My Heart Imprint Your Image”    LSB 422 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather that we turn from our 

evil ways and live.  Graciously spare us those punishments that we by our sins have deserved, and grant us 

always to serve You in holiness and pureness of living; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

People: Amen.   

 

DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

People: Thanks be to God.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

CLOSING HYMN      “I Leave All Things To God’s Direction”    LSB 719 
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