
 

 

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5 
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AS WE GATHER 

“And lead us not into temptation.”  We pray this petition every time we pray the prayer our Lord taught us.  

Temptation around us is real, constant, and a continual danger to our lives on earth and our lives of faith.  

Joseph, already treated unfairly and residing in a distant land among the Egyptians, was not exempt to 

facing temptation.  His reward for standing faithful and firm?  More unfair treatment.  Yet even amid 

imprisonment, he would remain faithful to the Lord, as his hope was kept in Him.  As we face temptation 

each day, we also pray for the same steadfastness, knowing through it all that Jesus is the perfect fulfillment 

of faithfulness taking on, and perfectly resisting, every temptation for us. 

 

 

 

PRE-SERVICE PRAYER 

Dear Lord, since the beginning, the enemy of our souls seeks to destroy your glorious purposes for the world 

and your people.  We pray for your protection against all powers and principalities seeking to sow division, 

anger, envy, greed, and lust among your people.  Keep evil men with destructive intent and unsound 

doctrines far from us.  Expose our culture’s ugly lies and the lies we want to believe by setting our hearts on 

truth that leads to love, a good conscience, and sincere faith (1 Timothy 1:5). 
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OPENING HYMN      “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”    LSB 606; sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVOCATION & OPENING SENTENCES    Psalm 141:1–7 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  Joseph’s journey, with temptations and unfair accusations even amid faithfulness, calls us to seek the 

Lord for strength and steadfastness. We respond with the psalmist: 

O LORD, I call upon You; hasten to me! Give ear to my voice when I call to You! 

People: Let my prayer be counted as incense before You, and the lifting up of my hands as the 

evening sacrifice! 

Pastor:  Set a guard, O LORD, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips! 

People: Do not let my heart incline to any evil, to busy myself with wicked deeds in company with 

men who work iniquity, and let me not eat of their delicacies! 

Pastor:  Let a righteous man strike me—it is a kindness; let him rebuke me—it is oil for my head; let my head 

not refuse it. Yet my prayer is continually against their evil deeds. 

People: When their judges are thrown over the cliff, then they shall hear my words, for they are 

pleasant. 

Pastor:  As when one plows and breaks up the earth, so shall our bones be scattered at the mouth of Sheol. 

 

 

 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION    1 Peter 5:8–11 

Pastor:  As the devil “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour,” we confess we have not 

resisted the temptations we so often face. 

People: We have sinned against You and against others in our thoughts, our words, and our actions. 

Pastor:  We have not loved You with our whole heart. 

People: We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

Pastor:  In our fallings and because of our failings, 

People: we justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and 

walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

Pastor:  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by 

your brotherhood throughout the world.  And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who 

has called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to take upon Himself the sins of the world, to die for you, and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. To Him 

be the dominion forever and ever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN       “I Lay My Sins on Jesus”    LSB 606;  st. 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, as we journey with Joseph together in this Lenten season, help us to recognize the 

temptations around us, the snares of the evil one, and the strength You have come to bring.  Point us in 

repentant faith to Your carrying of our sins upon Yourself to the cross, that we may rejoice in Your 

forgiveness and by faith remain steadfast all our days, for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

READING      Isaiah 53:1–12    (The Suffering Servant takes sin upon Himself.) 
1
Who has believed what they heard from us? 

 And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2
For he grew up before him like a young plant, 

 and like a root out of dry ground; 

he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 

 and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3
He was despised and rejected by men; 

 a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

 he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4
Surely he has borne our griefs 

 and carried our sorrows; 

yet we esteemed him stricken, 

 smitten by God, and afflicted. 
5
But he was wounded for our transgressions; 

 he was crushed for our iniquities; 

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

 and with his stripes we are healed. 
6
All we like sheep have gone astray; 

 we have turned every one to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 

 the iniquity of us all. 
7
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

 yet he opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

 and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

 so he opened not his mouth. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



8
By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 

 and as for his generation, who considered 

that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 

 stricken for the transgression of my people? 
 

 

9
And they made his grave with the wicked 

 and with a rich man in his death, 

although he had done no violence, 

 and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10

Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; 

 he has put him to grief; 

when his soul makes an offering for sin, 

 he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 

the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
11

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 

by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 

 make many to be accounted righteous, 

 and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12

Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, 

 and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 

because he poured out his soul to death 

 and was numbered with the transgressors; 

yet he bore the sin of many, 

 and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

READING      John 1:29–34    (The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world) 

 
29

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the 

sin of the world! 
30

This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was 

before me.’ 
31

I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he might be 

revealed to Israel.” 
32

And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 

remained on him. 
33

I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on 

whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 
34

And I have seen 

and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN       “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”    LSB 423;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

4),  Through Your Word are faithful servants   Used as instruments by You, 

Pointing to Christ’s wondrous mission:   Perfect Savior, hope renewed. 

As we journey now with Joseph,   Through his life and lessons bless, 

Seeing Jesus as fulfillment,   One in whom we find our rest. 

 

SERMON READING Genesis 39:1–21 

Pastor:  The Reading serving as the focus for today’s message, from Genesis, the thirty-ninth chapter: 

 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the captain of the 

guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought him down there. The LORD was 

with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he was in the house of his Egyptian master. His master 

saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. So Joseph 

found favor in his sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of 

all that he had. From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that he had the LORD 

blessed the Egyptian’s house for Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the LORD was on all that he had, in house and 



field. So he left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and because of him he had no concern about anything but 

the food he ate. 

 Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. And after a time his master’s wife cast her eyes on 

Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “Behold, because of me my 

master has no concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. He 

is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except yourself, because you 

are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” And as she spoke to Joseph day 

after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her. 

 But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house was there in 

the house, she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his garment in her hand and fled 

and got out of the house. And as soon as she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled out 

of the house, she called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a 

Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. And as soon as he 

heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the 

house.” Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, and she told him the same story, 

saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to me to laugh at me. But as soon 

as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside me and fled out of the house.” 

 As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant treated 

me,” his anger was kindled. And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the 

king’s prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him 

steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

Please sign the red attendance book and pass it to your neighbor.  Guests, please fill out the card found in the 

attendance book and put in the offering plate. 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, protector and defender against all we need fear, sustain and equip us to stand firm against 

our evil foe in trials and temptations.  As You strengthened Joseph to stand firm in doing what was right, so 

also enliven our faith and strengthen us to withstand the assaults of the devil.  Lead us not into temptation, 

People: but deliver us from evil. 

 

Pastor:  God of all peace and presence, there are times when we, sinful as we are, stand innocent among 

others yet face unfair consequences.  In Your Son alone, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, we see Him in 

perfection, doing nothing wrong, and being given into the hands of sinful men.  In this Lenten season, 

continue to draw us closer to Him, Your love for this world through Him, and the perfect life and sacrificial 

death given for us and the sins of this world.  Lead us not into temptation, 

People: but deliver us from evil. 



Pastor:  God of all comfort and hope, temptations surround us and are also within us.  When our bodies and 

minds struggle and fail, we are tempted to doubt Your love, presence, and care.  Be with all those who suffer 

in any capacity, including ….  and grant them sustained faith to hold to Your promises and victory for them 

even amid trial.  Lead us not into temptation, 

People: but deliver us from evil. 

 

Pastor:  Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

CATECHISM 

Pastor:  In the Lord’s Prayer, we pray in the Sixth Petition: 

People: And lead us not into temptation. 

Pastor:  What does this mean? 

People: God tempts no one. We pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us so that the 

devil, the world, and our sinful nature may not deceive us or mislead us into false belief, despair, and 

other great shame and vice. Although we are attacked by these things, we pray that we may finally 

overcome them and win the victory. 

Pastor:  We also pray in the Seventh Petition: 

People: But deliver us from evil. 

Pastor:  What does this mean? 

People: We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us from every 

evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, give us a 

blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

Pastor:  We pray these, and all petitions together, in the prayer our Lord has taught us: 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

Our Father who art in heaven,  hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER Luther’s Evening Prayer 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

 



CLOSING SENTENCES Isaiah 53:12b, adapt. 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

People: Christ bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN      “Abide with Me”    LSB 878 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 


