
 

 

He was wounded for our transgressions; He was crushed for our iniquities; upon 

Him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with His stripes we are healed. 

Isaiah 53:5 
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AS WE GATHER 

Genesis means “the origin or beginning of something.” The meaning of this word certainly holds true with 

Scripture, as the Book of Genesis takes us all the way back to the beginning of how everything came to be. 

From the stars, skies, seas, creatures, plants, and trees, to the crown of the Lord’s creation with humanity and 

soon after their fall into sin, we get a clear origin of who we are, why the world is the way it is now, and what 

the Lord has promised to do to redeem it and His people. From the very first promise of a Savior, a new 

beginning, which would come through Jesus Christ, was established. 

 

Along the way through the Old Testament, and here in the Book of Genesis, we get a foreshadowing of our 

Savior’s redemptive work through the people the Lord would use to fulfill His mission and purposes. 

Throughout this Lenten time, we will journey with Joseph in Genesis, and through his experiences we will be 

brought to the cross of Christ. We will see how like Joseph, Jesus will be rejected, abused, yet also ultimately 

raised up. Like Joseph providing food for the nations, Jesus provides nourishment for those spiritually 

starving. Like Joseph forgiving his brothers, Jesus will bring forgiveness and reconciliation for the world. But 

unlike Joseph, Jesus will do all things perfectly in His journey to the cross carrying the sins of the world. 

 

As we begin tonight with “The Genesis of Joseph,” we learn of God remembering Rachel as Joseph’s life 

began. Even as we with ashes remember that we are dust, and to dust we shall return, we are affirmed in 

hope that God has remembered us in Jesus, His one and only Son. 

 

 

 

Pre-Service Prayer         

Merciful God, you called us forth from the dust of the earth; you claimed us for Christ in the waters of Holy 

Baptism.  Look upon us as we enter these Forty Days bearing the mark of ashes, and bless the journey 

through the desert of Lent to the font of rebirth.  As we remember our mortality and seek penitence today, 

we know you to be a God who is rich in forgiveness and abounding in steadfast love, love that culminates in 

eternal life with you.  Guide our steps this Lent, so that we might find greater fulfillment in your promises 

and better serve others with a heart that’s reflective of you.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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PREPARATION  

 

OPENING HYMN      “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”    Sts. 1–3: LSB 418 

 

 

 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930 

Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002838 

Tune: Public domain 

 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor:  In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 77:1–6a 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  Joseph’s journey begins with God remembering his mother, Rachel.  Our journey also has begun 

with God remembering us.  Amid our sinful and fallen state, as dust we are and to dust we shall return, we 

come before the Lord with the words of the Psalmist: 

I cry aloud to God, aloud to God, and He will hear me. 

People: In the day of my trouble I seek the Lord; in the night my hand is stretched out without 

wearying; my soul refuses to be comforted. 

 

Pastor:  When I remember God, I moan; when I meditate, my spirit faints. 

People: You hold my eyelids open; I am so troubled that I cannot speak. 

Pastor:  I consider the days of old, the years long ago. 

People: I said, “Let me remember my song in the night; let me meditate in my heart.” 



HYMN       “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”    St. 4: LSB 418 

 

 

 
 

 

CONFESSION 

Pastor:  We are dust, and to dust we shall return. But our God is faithful and just, and He remembers us. Let 

us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

People: Most merciful God, we confess to You that we have broken Your commandments by our own 

thoughts, words, and deeds.  We have failed to be the people You have called us to be.  We have not 

loved our brothers and sisters as we ought.  So often we fail to remember Your promises, Your 

presence, and Your perfect plan.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, and give us 

the healing power of Your love that we may walk again in Your ways and live to the glory of Your 

holy name. Amen. 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING      Joel 2:12–19    (Return to the Lord.) 
12

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 
13

and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 
14

Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 
15

Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 
16

gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 



 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 
17

Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 
18

Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 
19

The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 

 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

 a reproach among the nations.” 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC      “In Dust”       Sung by Andrew Dramstad 

 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Pastor:  Ashes symbolize mourning for our sins, for the times we have like sheep gone astray and that we 

have been guilty of iniquity and transgression.  The ashes in the shape of the cross symbolize cleansing and 

renewal and point to the gift of forgiveness that God gives in Jesus Christ, through whom the Lord has 

remembered us. 

 

The congregation comes forward for the Imposition of Ashes.  Those who come forward receive an ashen cross 

on their foreheads and hear the words: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The 

following hymn may be sung during imposition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN       “Savior, When in Dust to Thee”    LSB 419 



 

 

 

 

 
 

RESPONSE     Psalm 77:10–15 

Pastor:  Remember that we are dust, 

People: and to dust we shall return. 

Pastor:  Then I said, “I will appeal to this, to the years of the right hand of the Most High.” I will remember 

the deeds of the LORD; 

People: yes, I will remember Your wonders of old. 

Pastor:  I will ponder all Your work, and meditate on Your mighty deeds. 

People: Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our God? 

Pastor:  You are the God who works wonders; You have made known Your might among the peoples. 

People: You with Your arm redeemed Your people, the children of Jacob and Joseph. 

ABSOLUTION 



Pastor:  God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and has remembered 

us and remembered His promises.  As a called and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

WORD  

SALUTATION & PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor:  Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who 

are penitent.  Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 

wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

 

PSALM      Psalm 51:1–13; antiphon v. 17 

Pastor:  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

Pastor:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your steadfast love; 

People: according to Your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

Pastor:  Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

People: and cleanse me from my sin! 

Pastor:  For I know my transgressions, 

People: and my sin is ever before me. 

Pastor:  Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, 

People: so that You may be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. 

Pastor:  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

People: Behold, You delight in truth in the inward being, and You teach me wisdom in the secret 

heart. 

Pastor:  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

People: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Pastor:  Let me hear joy and gladness; 

People: let the bones that You have broken rejoice. 

Pastor:  Hide Your face from my sins, 

People: and blot out all my iniquities. 

Pastor:  Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

People: and renew a right spirit within me. 

Pastor:  Cast me not away from Your presence, 

People: and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. 

Pastor:  Restore to me the joy of Your salvation, 

People: and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

Pastor:  Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, and sinners will return to You. 



People: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Pastor:  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

People: a broken and contrite heart, O God, You will not despise. 

 

 

GRADUAL Hebrews 12:2 

Pastor:  O come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 

People: who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 

seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

 

EPISTLE      2 Corinthians 5:20b–6:10    (Reconciled to God) 

 We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
21

For our sake he made him to be sin 

who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

 
1
Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 

2
For he 

says, 

“In a favorable time I listened to you, 

 and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
3
We put no obstacle in anyone’s 

way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 
4
but as servants of God we commend ourselves in 

every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 
5
beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 

sleepless nights, hunger; 
6
by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 

7
by truth-

ful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 
8
through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 

9
as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; 

10
as sor-

rowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 

 

Pastor:  This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE Joel 2:13b 

Pastor:  Return to the LORD, your God, for He is gracious and merciful,  

People: slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL      Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21    (Faith and humility before the Lord and others) 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

People: Glory to You, O Lord. 

 
1
[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by 

them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 

 
2
“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the syn-

agogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 



reward. 
3
But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 

4
so 

that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 
5
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have re-

ceived their reward. 
6
But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father 

who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

 
16

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that 

their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 
17

But when you 

fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 
18

that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Fa-

ther who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 
19

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, 
20

but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

Pastor:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

HYMN       “From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee”    LSB 607 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

SERMON READING      Genesis 30:22–24    (God remembers Rachel) 

Pastor:  The Reading serving as the focus for today’s message, from Genesis, the thirtieth chapter. 

 

Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened to her and opened her womb. She conceived and bore a 

son and said, “God has taken away my reproach.” And she called his name Joseph, saying, “May the LORD add 

to me another son!” 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON 

 

THE OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS 

There is also an offering plate at the rear of the sanctuary for your convenience.  

Matthew 6:21 - “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  There’s the ultimate word on 

stewardship: your heart goes where you put the treasure which God has given you to manage in this life.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor:  Let us pray for the Church, for all in need, and for the whole of God’s creation. 

 

Lord, throughout these forty days of Lent, give to Your people a firm hope in Jesus, our Lord, who leads the 

way and takes into His body on the cross the sins of the whole world. 

People: Remember us, O God. 

 



Pastor:  As dust we are and to dust we shall return, we are reminded of our mortality and the wages of sin. 

Grant us this season and always to live a repentant life in humility and faith. Give us strength to resist 

temptation and that we all turn from false gods in wealth, possessions, and worldly success. Point us in our 

times of guilt and shame to Calvary and to Christ who alone gives the forgiveness of sins, peace, and hope 

all our days. Equip us and sustain us that we have the strength and compassion to be agents of Your 

presence by our love toward our neighbors. 

People: Remember us, O God. 

 

Pastor:  We lift up to You all who are broken in spirit, suffering in body, and challenged in the wellbeing of 

the mind. We bring before You those who request our prayers, including . . ..  For all whose difficulties are 

known only to You, be their peace and comfort in times of trial that they may be kept in hope and faith. 

People: Remember us, O God. 

 

Pastor:  That we, with Jacob, Rachel, Joseph, and all the saints who have been remembered in faith and gone 

before us, may trust in Your strong name and find eternal joy in You. 

People: Remember us, O God. 

 

Pastor:  Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 

hallowed be Thy name, 

Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven; 

give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those  

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER Luther’s Evening Prayer 

People: I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 

wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, 

and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 



CLOSING SENTENCES 

Pastor:  In this Lenten season, we journey with Joseph in Genesis 

People: and come to the cross of Christ on Calvary. 

Pastor:  God remembered Rachel and gave to her Joseph. 

People: God has remembered us in Jesus, His Son. 

 

 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26 

Pastor:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL HYMN  “Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide”    LSB 585   sts. 1–4, 6 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


