
  

Festival of Pentecost – May 31, 2020 (Recorded Worship Service) 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the law on Mount Sinai fifty 
days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and among us. In Acts 
the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul reminds us that though we each 
have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his 
disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out 
to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table. In understanding God’s grace, love and forgiveness, each week we join together by 
recorded video around God’s Table of Grace as one people. You are invited and encouraged to join us in this feast of 
love – Holy Communion., where we believe that Christ is made present with the promise of forgiveness and life eternal. 
 
PREPARING A SPACE FOR WORSHIP IN YOUR HOME –   You are invited to create a space on a table to set a candle that can be lit at 
the beginning of the worship time. A bowl of water (to represent a symbol of baptism) may also be set on the table. A cross may be 
placed next to these items.  PREPARING FOR HOLY COMMUNION - Each household that desires to receive Holy Communion during 
the livestream video should place a plate with bread (preferably unleavened bread, but any form of bread is fine) and enough cups of 
wine (or juice) for those who are communing on a table.  The Pastor will provide an invitation for those communing to eat the bread 
and to drink the wine/juice. All are welcome to share in this meal believing that Jesus Christ is present with us, with the promise of 
forgiving our sins and uniting us as one body and family of God’s people.  A prayer with laying on of hands may be spoken with 
children who do not yet commune, making the sign of the cross on their foreheads with the words, “Jesus loves you.  May God bless 
and keep you in the promise of your baptism.”     

 
PRELUDE        Beautiful Savior    Organ Instrumental – LaVerne Vinegar  
  
A READING OF THE PENTECOST STORY – Acts 2:1-21                                       Robin Brooks  
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound 
like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Wind to blow away the cobwebs of our tradition.  Wind to freshen our faces and awaken us to the challenges of today. 
Wind to fill our sails and send us on a voyage of spiritual discovery.  
Wind of the Spirit, blow strongly through the Church and enliven us with the breath of God.  
  
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 
Fire to burn away the rubbish in our lives. Fire for spiritual heat to ‘strangely warm’ our hearts. Fire to light a beacon of 
hope for the people in our communities.  
Fire of the Spirit, blaze away in the Church and set us on fire for the Gospel.  
  
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered 
and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and astonished, 
they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language?  
Speaking in a way that people can understand. Speaking to real needs, having something to say on real issues. Speaking 
so that our neighbors want to listen. Words of the Spirit, speak to us and through us, that we may preach the living 
Word.  
  
All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They 
are filled with new wine.” ”But others said: ‘These people are drunk!’  
Perhaps they were: Drunk on the new wine of the Kingdom of God. High on the power of the Holy Spirit – celebrating 
the birth of the Church of Jesus Christ.  
 



14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “You Judeans and all who live in Jerusalem, 
let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock 
in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: 
 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your youth shall see visions, and your elders shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, 
both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the 
heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name 
of the Lord shall be saved.’  
Holy Spirit of God, inspire and excite us as we celebrate in worship, and empower the work and witness of your Church 
today. Amen 
 
 GREETING and PRAYER OF THE DAY                                                          
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 
Let us pray together… O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 
Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and rejoice at all times in 
your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS - Follow the Scripture d from your personal Bible or on your Bible digital app. 
 
PSALM 104:24-34, 35b  
 
SECOND READING     1 Corinthians 12:3b-13   
 
The B-I-B-L-E .  Yes, that’s the book for me.  I stand alone on the Word of God. The  B-I-B-L-E. 
 
GOSPEL        Pastor Gillikin 
 The holy gospel according to John, the 20th chapter. 
  Glory to you, O Lord. 
     John 20:19-23 is read  
 The gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MORNING MESSAGE    Pastor Gillikin  
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH –  An Easter Creed    
We believe in God — who works in the hidden stillness of every dawn; who beckons us to visit the tomb of our fears 
so we might discover the birth of hope; who sends reoccurring dreams, fragrant flowers, good friends and bright 
angels with messages of joy and possibility. 
We believe in Jesus, the risen Christ — who meets us on every path; who greets us with respect, names and calms our 
fears, and bids us walk and talk as children of the Light; who is always going before us into our workplace + playspace. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit — who gathers us into a kind community; who works through the lame and the late, the 
wrinkled and the newborn, the hurting and the hopeful; who nudges our prayers, kindles our longings, and prompts 
our praise. 
We believe we are called to be Easter people — challenging despair with glowing hope, acting peacefully in the midst 
of painful Good Fridays, and living joyfully even in the midst of harsh realities. 
We believe in the church — hand holding, hearty singing and passionate, caring fellowship of seekers and finders. 
This we believe. Amen.  
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   Pastor Gillikin 
Spirit of God, flickering over our heads, illuminating our faces, inspiring our thoughts, give us now, we pray, WORDS OF 
JOY AND PRAISE.  



Spirit of God, filling our hearts with hope,  steadying our nerves with peace, comforting our lives with love, give us now, 
we pray, WORDS OF JOY AND PRAISE.  
Spirit of God,  come to us now – surging through the darkness of our lives, sweeping over our weariness – so that, in this 
time of Pentecost, the sparkling light of faith,  the rushing wind of hope and the joyful sound of praise may echo round 
the world, may echo in the church,  and find their response in us.  Spirit of God, give us now, we pray,  
WORDS OF JOY AND PRAISE  
Additional petitions are spoken.  We respond:   Come Holy Spirit, FILL US WITH YOUR POWER  
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE                       Pastor Gillikin  
The peace of the Lord be with you always.  And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC       “Breathe of Me, Breath of God”      Soloist – Jeffrey Gwaltney    
     
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   Pastor Gillikin  
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, you pour out the 
fire of your Spirit, uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, 
cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 
might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, hear us as we praise, call us to your table, 
grant us your life. When the earth was a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When Abraham and Sarah were 
barren, you sent them a child; When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David 
fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. 
You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he lived under oppression, he wept over 
the city. With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. [Amen.] 
Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen. [Amen.] O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this 
meal. O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. O God most majestic, O God most motherly, O God our strength and our 
song, you show us a vision of a tree of life with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.  Grant us such life, 
the life of the Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Come to the banquet. Behold the risen Christ. Thanks be to God! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the Lord’s Table. In understanding God’s grace, love and forgiveness, each week we join together (by the 
power of God’s Word via livestream video) around God’s Table of Grace as one people. You are invited and encouraged 
to join us in this feast of love – Holy Communion. 
 
Each household participating via livestream video should place a plate with bread and enough cups of wine (or juice) for 
those who are communing on a table.  The Pastor will provide an invitation for those communing to eat the bread, with 
the words, Take and eat.  This is the body of Christ given for you.  AMEN. 
 Afterwards, the Pastor will also provide the invitation to drink the wine/juice, 
Take and drink.  This is the blood of Christ shed for you.  AMEN. 
Jesus met with the disciples in the upper room and breathed the Holy Spirit upon them, saying, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”  
 
BLESSING AND PRAYER  
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
Life-giving God, you have fed us with your word, and our hearts burn within us. Through this meal you have opened us 
to your presence. Now send us forth to share the gifts of Easter with all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

The blessing of the living God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, surround and sustain you, keep you from harm, and fill you 
with courage.  Amen. 
  
HYMN              God of Tempest   ELW 400 Vocalist - Jeff Gwaltney      
 1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind, as on 
Pentecost descend! Drive us out from sheltered 
comfort; past these walls your people send! 
Sweep us into costly service, there with Christ to bear 
the cross, there with Christ to bear the cross! 
2  God of blazing, God of burning, all that blocks your 
purpose, purge! Through your church, Christ's living 
Body, let your flaming Spirit surge! Where deceit 
conceals injustice, kindle us to speak your truth, 
kindle us to speak your truth! 
 
 

3  God of earthquake, God of thunder, shake us loose 
from lethargy! Break the chains of sin asunder, 
for earth's healing set us free! Crumble walls that still 
divide us; make us one in Christ our Lord, 
make us one in Christ our Lord! 
 
4 God of passion, God unsleeping, stir in us love's 
restlessness! Where the people cry in anguish, 
may we share your heart's distress. Rouse us from 
content with evil; claim us for your kingdom's work, 
claim us for your kingdom's work! 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. 
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL        
Come Holy Spirit.  Fill us with your power! 
Go in the strength of God’s Spirit!    Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
MINISTRY CALENDAR 
The church office remains open Tuesday-Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm. 



Sunday, May 31, 9:00 AM   Recorded Worship Service posted on Epiphany Lutheran Rock Hill Facebook page and on 
Church Website under Worship Service Videos 

Tuesday, June 2  7:30 PM  Handchimes Group (Zoom Meeting - open to all) 
Wednesday, June 3  4:30 PM  Bible Study Group – Roundtable Discussion with Pastor (Zoom Meeting)   
Sunday, June 7                9:00 AM       Recorded Worship Service posted on Facebook (Epiphany Lutheran Rock Hill), 

YouTube, and on church website under Worship Service Videos          
                              

THANKS TO OUR VIDEO RECORDING ENGINEERS JAMES BROOKS and MARGARET GILLIKIN for their expertise and time of producing 
our worship video.  Thanks also to all who participated and contributed in reading/singing parts of the service.  We WELCOME 
MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF EPIPHANY to sign up to read or sing parts of worship for the coming Sundays!  Contact Pastor Ken or the 
Church Office.  
    

ORGANIST – LaVerne Vinegar    VOCALIST – Jeff Gwaltney 
Hymns and liturgy reprinted and livestreamed with permission under Onelicense.net  #A-707347 and Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #2621. 
Pentecost Reading and Prayer Dialog is from Fire & Bread, published by Wild Goose Publications, Iona Community,  21 Carlton Court, Glasgow, G5 9JP, UK.  
Hymns/Songs being sung are: Spirit of Gentleness, Text: James K. Manley, b. 1940, Text © 1978 James K. Manley, admin. Augsburg Fortress ; “Breathe on me, Breath 
of God,” Edwin Hatch (1835-1889), music-Ethel Taylor (public domain); God of Tempest, Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923, Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 
7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago (One License.net #A-707347).  


