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Dear Siblings in Christ, 

I remember the day as if it were yesterday. My Sunday 
School class was meeting with Pastor Dewey and five other 
members of the congregation to accompany us in baking 
bread and learning about Holy Communion. When we began 
to make the dough, each of us had a different responsibility. 
Some added ingredients, others mixed, a few stretched, and I 
marked each one with a little cross. As 
the smell of baking bread filled our nos-
trils and made our anxious tummies 
grumble with excitement, Pastor Dewey 
and the others instructed us about what 
Holy Communion was all about. I was 
smitten!  
 
From there we went up to the sanctuary 
and, as we kneeled at the altar rail, Pastor 
Dewey explained how the elements were 
distributed at Church of our Saviour. He 
even pulled out the paten and chalice to 
further illustrate his teachings. Again, I 
listened with excitement and wonder, 
taking in my first glimpses of this beauti-
ful mystery. Holy Communion has capti-
vated me ever since, both as one who ad-
ministers the sacrament through my Min-
ister of Word and Sacrament status in the 
ELCA, but also as a fellow sinner who 
continually is (re)nourished by Christ’s 
meal for the journey. 
 
Following my arrival, I have engaged in numerous conversa-
tions about Holy Communion in terms of theology, my un-
derstandings, and our practices. One of those conversations 
was with the council, where I told them of my desire to do 
virtual communion on Sunday mornings. While we are not 
physically together, it is wonderful to witness all of us taking 
part in this shared meal. From that came many discussions 
with the Worship and Music Team about current practices 
and our future hopes surrounding Holy Communion here at 
Emmaus Lutheran Church. Now, we are welcoming you to 
the conversation.  
 
Beginning this Sunday at 10:30am, the Worship and Music 

Team will be hosting a three week discussion on Holy Com-
munion. While I regret that we can not learn around the altar 
rail or in our fellowship hall kitchen, we will still be gathered 
as the Body of Christ on Zoom.  
 
The first Sunday, 5/2, will be on Lutheran Theology and His-
tory. This will be the foundation on which all of our learnings 
are based and sourced from. We will dive into the theology in 

ways that are accessible and connected 
directly to our Sunday morning worship. 
 
The second Sunday, 5/9, we will examine 
Current Day Implications of Holy Com-
munion. On this day we will learn about 
the ongoing dialog between The Roman 
Catholic Church and Lutherans surround-
ing Holy Communion. We will also dia-
log with our ecumenical partners as we 
cross denominational lines and tradi-
tions.  
 
The third and final Sunday, 5/16, we will 
reflect on our congregation's current prac-
tices, including virtual Holy Communion. 
I will also share what other Falmouth 
congregations, and other faith communi-
ties I have been a part of, are doing. We 
will also discuss our team's proposal for 
our own practices going forward.  
 
Please note, each gathering will be no 
more than an hour, which will include an 

ice breaker, a short lesson, as well as time for questions and 
reflections. While you may elect to attend all three, just two, 
or only one of the discussions, each Sunday is interconnected. 
Here is the Zoom link (dial-in passcode is found on page 4): 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89285824370 

Meeting ID: 892 8582 4370 

Passcode: COMMUNION 

Hope to see you there! 
 

Pastor Andy + Worship and Music Team 



The Emmaus Encounter          Page 2 

A SIMPLE MATTER OF HOSPITALITY 
The Season of Easter 

Hospitality... 

Easter is not merely a one-
day celebration; it is a fifty-
day season from the Day of 
the Resurrection of Our Lord 
to the Day of Pentecost.  
This extended season-one 
seventh of the church year-
is a victory celebration, a 
time for all Christians to pro-
claim boldly their faith in a 
risen and victorious Savior.  
A joyous and celebratory 
tone echoes down through 
the seven Sundays of the 
Easter season. 

Forty days after Easter, the Church celebrates the Ascension 
of Our Lord (which this year is May 13th), who ascended into 
heaven not only as God but also as man.  The final Sunday of 
the Easter season, celebrated as Pentecost, was adopted by 
early Christians to commemorate the first great harvest of 
believers for Christ.  Thus, Pentecost is the birthday of the 
Christian Church, as the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples 
and they gave their compelling witness about the resurrected 
Lord.  The color for the Day of Pentecost is RED, representing 
fire and blood.  Red recalls the tongues of fire received on the 
first Pentecost and the martyrs who shed their blood for the 
faith.   

Back to the matter of hospitality...one definition of hospitali-
ty is “the friendly and generous reception and entertainment 
of guests, visitors, or strangers.”  Synonyms for hospitality are 
welcome, warmth, kindness, openness, cordiality.   Through-
out the entire season of Easter, we greet one another with a 
hospitable Easter greeting and response: “Alleluia!  Christ is 
risen!”  “He is 
risen indeed!  
Alleluia!”  Let us 
rejoice and be 
glad in the Easter 
season.  Our Lord 
is a hospitable 
Lord...and He is 
welcoming you! 

Worship:  A Foundation of Faith  

for Everything We Do... 

  ...An Excerpt from the ELCA website 

For Lutherans, worship stands at the 
center of our life of faith. Through 
God’s word, water, bread and prayer 
we are nurtured in faith and sent out 
into the world. 

Connected with and central to every-
thing we do, worship unites us in cele-
bration, engages us in thoughtful dia-
logue and helps us grow in faith. It 
grounds us in our Christian and Luther-
an roots, while demonstrating practical 
relevance for today’s world. 

While some of the approaches to worship may differ from one 
ELCA congregation to another, we hold certain things in com-
mon.  Central to our worship life is the presence of God 
through word and sacrament. The word proclaimed and 
the sacraments —both Holy Baptism and Holy Communion 
— are called the means of grace. We believe that Jesus Christ 
is present in these means through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Sometimes we describe worship as a “gathering around the 
means of grace.” 

We follow a basic pattern for worship.  We gather. We en-
counter God’s word. We share a meal at the Lord’s table. And 
we are sent into the world. But we do not think about worship 
so much in terms of what we do. Worship is fundamentally 
about what God is doing and our response to God’s action. 
Worship is an encounter with God, who saves us through the 
life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Wednesday Evening 

Prayer Services  

Our midweek Evening Prayer Ser-
vices take place each Wednesday 
at 7:00 p.m.  These services offer 
an intimate service of music, re-
flection, and prayer.  The Zoom 
link to the Wednesday services can 
be found on page 6. 

 

The Day of Pentecost is 
May 23rd—Remember to 

Wear Red! 
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Kindness, Warmth, & Elbow Grease 

Raised Bed & Garden Project  

The Youth Group 
of Emmaus is 
tackling a big pro-
ject this summer!  
They are creating 
raised garden bed
(s) for a food se-
curity project to 
support our 
church communi-
ty and the com-
munity at large.  

Please consider donating any old tomato cages, fencing, 
raised beds, saw horses or old gardening equipment you 
are not using for this project.  Please contact Stacey Carlson at 
207-829-3467 or to arrange for pick up or delivery.  Addition-
ally, they are looking for volunteers to assist with and guide 
them in the following proposed aspects of the project on this 
tentative schedule: Building raised beds with the Youth Group 
weekend of May 22-23; Decorating raised beds with Youth 
Group and Sunday School May 29-30; Planting seedlings with 
Youth Group and Sunday School June 5-6.  The Youth Group 
hopes that you find a way to lend a hand! 

Wood Floor 

Refinishing 

Project  

Since Emmaus is not 

yet holding in-person 

worship services, the 

Property Committee 

thought it might be a 

good time to refinish 

the wood floors in the 

sanctuary.  This was 

last done about 25 

years ago.  The pro-

ject involves moving 

the pews and strip-

ping, sanding, and 

sealing the floors.  

The photo above is a sample of what the refinished floor will 

look like.  The Congregation Council in April approved the 

project at a cost of $2,945.  This includes $2,000 for sanding 

and cleaning, plus $600 to apply 4 coats (1 sealer and 3 satin), 

and $345 for carpet runner removal and replacement.  One 

Emmaus household has already donated $800 to the project!  

Project time estimate is 4 days and the committee members 

will be responsible to remove/replace the pews (which are se-

cured to the floor).  Hopefully the smell of all that turpentine 

and sealer will be gone by the time we meet again!  If you 

have any questions regarding the project, please reach out to 

anyone on the Property Committee. 

Spring Workday May 15th  

All hands on deck!  The Spring Workday at Emmaus is Satur-
day, May 15th from 
8:00 a.m. to well, 
whenever the work is 
done!  Rain date is 
May 22.  Here are a 
few of the chores that 
need to be done: 

Raking/Clearing Beds/
Leaf Removal/Weed 
Whacking 

Trimming/Lawn Care 

Install Brackets on Shed for Ladders 

Staining Exit Stairs at Rear & Pouring Concrete Landing Pad 

Interior Dusting/Wood Polishing Upstairs and Downstairs 

Restroom & Kitchen Cleaning 

Vacuuming & Floor Cleaning 

Come for an hour or come for the whole morning!  Bring your 
rakes, leaf blowers, gloves, tarps and masks.  Many hands 
make light work! 

Annual Yard Sale June 5th  

Spring Cleaning?  Our Annual Yard Sale will be held on Satur-
day, June 5th and Bob & Jencie Gerwig are looking for your 
donations to sell.  You can drop 
your gently used items off at 
church during office hours (Tue, 
Thurs 8-3) or by appointment.  
Fellowship Hall is filling up fast!  
This year the sale will be mostly 
outdoors, and many volunteers 
are needed to help set up, work 
the day of, and clean up.  If you 
would like to help, please con-
tact Jencie Gerwig, 774-4872.  
Proceeds from the sale go to 
Camp Calumet camperships. 
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In-Person Worship to Resume May 23 

Our Covid Response Team recently met (Kelly Chadbourne, 
Stacey Carlson, Sandy 
Halverson, Debbie Bre-
ton, Nancy Savage 
Marcus and Pastor 
Andy) to come up with 
a plan for Summer wor-
ship.  It was a very pro-
ductive and thoughtful 
meeting.    Beginning 
on May 23rd, we will 
have our first in person 
outdoor worship ser-
vice.  It will be in the 
back parking lot like 
last Fall and require 
mask wearing, social 
distancing, and no sing-
ing.  We can certainly 
pray for a cantor or 
church musician by 

then who can do the singing for us!  Given new guidelines and 
attendance trends, reservations would not be required.  There 
will be a Zoom component to this worship, similar to last year, 
so those who feel more comfortable at home could still join the 
in-person crowd. 

The following Sunday, May 30, will be completely on Zoom 
and the service will look like it does now with the PowerPoint.  
However, if we have a Church Musician by then the musical 
piece could look more interactive/engaging. 

This is what the summer rotation will look like.  The first and 
third Sundays of the month will be completely on Zoom 
and the second and fourth Sundays of the month will be in-
person and online.  If the month has a fifth Sunday, we will 
flip a coin.  In the event of inclement weather, which will have 
to be determined by Thursday afternoon, the service will be 
completely on Zoom.  The Task Force is also looking at tech-
nical upgrades like sound/amplification for a better worship 
experience. 

Even though our building is closed, Pastor Andy is available to 
meet with you in a variety of locations including the church, 
your home, out in the community, or in our sanctuary.  If you 
need to talk or pray, reach out anytime.  

 

Discussion Series On Holy Communion 

The Worship & Music Team are inviting you to a 3-week Holy 
Communion discussion, which will be hosted by Pastor Andy.  
Please join us May 2nd, 9th, and 16th at 10:30 a.m. following 
Coffee Hour for Lutheran history and theology, current day 
implications, and practices at Emmaus Lutheran Church.  The 
Zoom link will be different from regular worship as follows: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89285824370 

Meeting ID: 892 8582 4370 

Passcode: COMMUNION 

Dial +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 892 8582 4370 

Passcode: 474499038 

Café Emmaus Now Open! 

With the glorious sunshine that spring offers, Café Emmaus is 
open to anyone who would like to use our grounds as a meet-
ing place for friends and family.  No reservation required!  
Keep in mind that if you plan a coffee or lunch on a Tuesday 
or Thursday, the church secretary just might crash your party!   

 

Spring Is In The Air 

Tom & Heidi Duchesneau have been busy at the church 
grounds planting spring pansies (pictured above) and mulching 
the beds.  The photo below is from last year, so you’ll have to  
drive by the church and see for yourself the beautiful plantings 
for this year.  Thank you Tom & Heidi for the gift of your tal-
ents & time.  It 
looks great!  
Tom is also 
lending his ex-
pertise to the 
Youth Group in 
planning the 
raised bed gar-
den project 
scheduled for 
May.  Also, 
thanks to Jencie 
Gerwig for dust-
ing and vacuum-
ing the offices.  
Many thanks! 
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The Jesus We’re Aching For 

Our recent Bible Study group just finished 
their focus on The Gospel of Mark, a video 
series presented by Lisa Harper.  This study 
was facilitated by Jencie Gerwig along with 
Pastor Andy through Mark’s stories of real 
life and real aches.  The study group en-
gaged in lively conversation about ways we 
can witness to others, both in big ways and 
small ways.  Thank you to Jencie and Pas-
tor Andy for their leadership and insight. 

Annual Synod Assembly in June 

The annual assembly of the New England Synod this year is 
being held virtually on Saturday, June 12th from 8:30 a.m. to 
3.  Our rostered leader representing our congregation is, of 
course, Pastor Andy and our lay persons representing Emmaus 
this year are Ron & Carole Thompson.   

Blessed Assurance 

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the convic-
tion of things not seen. -Hebrews 11:1 

While on vacation, I 
came to the realization 
that I have been endur-
ing Covid Fatigue for 
a while now. While on 
vacation I found I was 
more intentional about 
diet, exercise, sleep, 
and screen time. The 
time away from my 
computer and phone 
screens confirmed for 
me how much I miss 
in person connections.  

On Wednesday morn-
ing I got my first Pfizer Covid-19 vaccination at Walgreens in 
Yarmouth. When I got to the car, I felt tears streaming down 
my face. One step closer to seeing people again, one step clos-
er to in person gatherings, one step closer to a lot of things.  

I used to be an optimist, but that ended a long time ago. How-
ever, I am unwavering in my hopefulness for this world God 
so loves. It is the simple promise that, someday, this pandemic 
will behind us that gives me the most hope. What will follow 
will be unspeakable joy and celebration.  

While we actively wait for what is next by adhering to Covid 
protocols, we are not alone. God continues to dwell with us in 
the meantime.  

Friends, my prayer is that you find moments of hope. Not just 
during this pandemic, but at all times and all places. May you 
not only find those moments, but celebrate them.  

Peace, Pastor Andy 

 

 

We gather. We encounter God’s word. We 

share a meal at the Lord’s tabLe. and We 

are sent into the world 

Pastoral Concerns 

Pastor Andy Flatt-Kuntze is the rostered ELCA minister of 
Emmaus Lutheran Church.  Pastor Andy is available in the 
church office Sunday through Thursday (781-4820).  You can 
also reach Pastor Andy via email at 
pastorandy.emmaus@gmail.com  For pastoral care concerns, 
Pastor Andy can be reached at (920) 204-4646.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finances At-A-Glance* 

                      March           Year-to-Date       

 Regular Income     $11,455                $41,448 

 Expense                 ($13,175)               ($34,977) 

 Net                     ($1,719)                $6,471 

A few highlights from March...Income for the first quarter ex-
ceeded expenses with a solid $6,471.  Also our Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP) loan taken out from the SBA 
last year of $17,277 has now been 100% forgiven.  Dona-
tions for the new boiler continue to come in and that project is 
now 92% funded.  Auto bill pay and electronic giving through 
Vanco has increased.  Quarterly Contribution Statements were 
mailed out in April and if you have any questions or concerns 
regarding your statement, please leave a message for Financial 
Secretary Pat Sonnenberg (781-4820) and she will return your 
call. 

*actual figures may differ slightly from Treasurer’s Report 

mailto:pastorandy.emmaus@gmail.com
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/f3b62cb3-f42f-43f4-a6af-af43453


 

 
 
 
 
 

 
EMMAUS LUTHERAN CHURCH     
265 Middle Road 
Falmouth, ME 04105 
(207) 781-4820 
www.emmausfalmouth.org 

 
 
Pastor—Rev. Andrew Flatt-Kuntze 
Church Musician – Now Hiring 
Secretary – Beverly Lindahl 
 
 
  
 
 
Worship Schedule: 
Sunday Worship – 9:00 a.m. 
Sunday School – 8:30 a.m. 
Midweek Worship – Wednesday 7:00pm  
 
 
 
Emmaus is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

Your Church At Work 

Do you know just how many 
committees are hard at work 
behind the scenes of Em-
maus?  Well there are at 
least 14!  The teams include 
Congregation Council, Altar 
Guild, Mutual Ministry, Chris-
tian Education & Sunday 
School, Covid Response, Fi-
nance, Staff Support, Parish 
Nurse, Property, Shepherding 
Zones, Social Ministry, Stew-
ardship, Worship & Music, 

and Youth Group.  Wow!  And Pastor Andy is a member 
(ex officio) of all committees so he has been super busy.  
Below is the contact information for some of the essential 
members if you have any questions or concerns: 

Tammy Buchanan, Council President & Property Chair 

 

Tom Duchesneau, Council VP, Social Ministry, Mutual Min. 

 

Pat Sonnenberg, Financial Secretary, 781-4820 

Brenda Keithley, Mutual Ministry Chair 

 

Sandy Halverson, Social Ministry Chair 

 

Debbie Breton, Parish Nurse, W&M, Social, Mutual Min. 

 

 
 
 

Topic: Emmaus Sunday 
 Worship 

         

May 2, 2021 09:00 AM 
        May 9, 2021 09:00 AM 

        May 16, 2021 09:00 AM 
               May 23, 2021 09:00 AM 

May 30, 2021 09:00 AM            
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87884940574 

Meeting ID: 878 8494 0574 
Passcode: 257772 

By Phone: 
        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

Meeting ID: 878 8494 0574 
Passcode: 257772 

 
 
Topic: Wednesday Evening Prayer 
 
 May 5, 2021 07:00 PM 
 May 12, 2021 07:00 PM 
 May 19, 2021 07:00 PM 
 May 26, 2021 07:00 PM 
        https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85650233132 
Meeting ID: 856 5023 3132 
Passcode: 600297 
By Phone:           
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 
Meeting ID: 856 5023 3132 
Passcode: 600297 
 
 

Zoom links for Sunday School can be obtained by calling 
the  church office at 781-4820 


