Emmanuel Lutheran Church
9950 Ridge Highway
Britton, Michigan 49229
Church Office 517-451-8148
Pastor Dave’s cell phone: 517-301-0456
Website: emmanuelontheridge.com
Email: emmanuellutheranbritton@gmail.com

Mission Statement
Emmanuel on the Ridge seeks to share the love of God
in Christ Jesus with you.

Welcome to Our Guests
We are pleased you chose to worship with us today. If we can be
of service to you, or to someone you know, please contact
the Pastor, Elders, or Ushers after the service, or contact us
at your convenience at 517-451-8148.
Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00 am – 2:30 pm
Please pick up a “visitor card” located at the back of the sanctuary.

Our Practice of Holy Communion
Emmanuel Lutheran Church celebrates the Lord’s Supper by coming into union
with Christ and one another. We believe that the very Body and Blood of Jesus is
given with the bread and wine during Holy Communion, for the forgiveness of
sin’s and to strengthen our faith. Our Lord invites all who trust His Words,
repent of their sins, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as Christ loves us.
Because those who commune unworthily do so to their great harm (1 Cor. 11:2729), and because Holy Communion is a confession of our faith, anyone not
properly instructed, in doubt, or hold a confession differing from our Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the Pastor prior or at the end of
service. We invite all other attendees to come forward and receive a blessing at the
altar by crossing your arms over your chests or use this time to pray and join us in
singing the hymns of faith. White dealcoholized wine is available for those who
are unable to consume regular wine. Gluten free wafers are available upon request

“Jesus the Vine, We the Branches”
May 2, 2021 - Fifth Sunday of Easter
ORDER OF WORSHIP: DIVINE SERVICE—SETTING ONE Page 151
May 2 – Easter V – We behold ourselves in both our unborn and our
elderly neighbors, for apart from Jesus even we can do nothing (John
15:5). And we behold our Lord Jesus in their bodies as well because He
has come unto us in a flesh like their own (1 John 4:2). Let us use our
breath to defend them from abortion or assisted suicide and in this way
praise the Lord (Psalm 150:6)

God’s Word to Focus on: I am the vine; you are the branches.
Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit,
for apart from me you can do nothing. John 15:5
Opening Hymn: “O Worship the King”

5

Frail children of dust and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust, nor find Thee to fail.
Thy mercies, how tender, how firm to the end,
Our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend!

6

O measureless Might, ineffable Love,
While angels delight to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation, though feeble their lays,
With true adoration shall sing to Thy praise.
Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 804

Stand
INVOCATION
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
C Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the
glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit (read responsively)
A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while, and you will see me.
I will extol you, my God and King,
and bless your name forever and ever.
Every day I will bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

Introit

The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD,
and all your saints shall bless you!
My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
A little while, and you will see me no longer;
and again a little while, and you will see me.

Kyrie
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P In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray
to the Lord.

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the
Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship
and praise let us pray to the Lord.

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Gloria in Excelsis
P

LSB 154
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on
earth.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

Easter 5

P

The Lord be with you.

P

Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one
will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded and
desire what You promise, that among the many changes of
this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Sit

First Reading

Acts 8:26–40
An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the
south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This
is a desert place. 27And he rose and went. And there was an
Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to
Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning, seated in his chariot,
and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29And the Spirit said to
Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30So Philip ran to him and
heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” 31And he said, “How can I,
unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up
and sit with him. 32Now the passage of the Scripture that he was
reading was this:
26

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he opens not his mouth.
33
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.”
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does
the prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?”
35
Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. 36And as they
were going along the road they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
baptized?” 38And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they
both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he
baptized him. 39And when they came up out of the water, the
Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at
Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all
the towns until he came to Caesarea.
34

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A
C

Epistle

1 John 4:1–11
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone
1

out into the world. 2By this you know the Spirit of God: every
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
from God, 3and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was
coming and now is in the world already. 4Little children, you are
from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is
greater than he who is in the world. 5They are from the world;
therefore they speak from the world, and the world listens to
them. 6We are from God. Whoever knows God listens to us;
whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know
the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.
7
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone
who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9In
this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.
10
In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

A
C
Stand

Alleluia and Verse

LSB 156

Holy Gospel

John 15:1–8
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.

[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he
takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that
it may bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the
word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me, and I in you. As
1

the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are
the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that
bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If
anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch
and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire,
and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father
is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

Hymn of the Day: “O Blessed Spring”
1

LSB 595
Tune: Jesus Thy Blood and Righteousness #563
O blessèd spring, where Word and sign
Embrace us into Christ the Vine:
Here Christ enjoins each one to be
A branch of this life-giving Tree.

2

Through summer heat of youthful years,
Uncertain faith, rebellious tears,
Sustained by Christ’s infusing rain,
The boughs will shout for joy again.

3

When autumn cools and youth is cold,
When limbs their heavy harvest hold,
Then through us, warm, the Christ will move
With gifts of beauty, wisdom, love.

4

As winter comes, as winters must,
We breathe our last, return to dust;
Still held in Christ, our souls take wing
And trust the promise of the spring.

5

Christ, holy Vine, Christ, living Tree,
Be praised for this blest mystery:
That Word and water thus revive
And join us to Your Tree of Life.

Text: © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110002445

Sermon: “Jesus the Vine, We the Branches”
Stand

Apostles’ Creed
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
After each petition:
P Lord God Almighty
C hear us as we offer up our prayers

Offertory
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Service of the Sacrament
Preface
P

LSB 160
The Lord be with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God. And most especially are we bound
to praise You on this day for the glorious resurrection of
Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very Paschal Lamb, who was
sacrificed for us and bore the sins of the world. By His dying
He has destroyed death, and by His rising again He has
restored to us everlasting life. Therefore with Mary
Magdalene, Peter and John, and with all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with angels and archangels, and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus

LSB 161

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P

C
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Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had
mercy on those whom You created and sent Your onlybegotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body
and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our
prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed,
took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T
body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of
Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
P
C
P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from
the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for
the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and
teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini
LSB 163
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C

Agnus Dei

LSB 163

Sit
Distribution

Distribution Hymn:
“Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing”

LSB 691

Tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002445
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002445

Distribution Hymn: “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

Text and tune: Public domain

LSB 915

Distribution Hymn:“Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared”LSB 622

5 Though reason cannot understand, Yet faith this truth embraces:
Your body, Lord, is even now At once in many places.
I leave to You how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me;
I trust its truth unfailing.
6 Lord, I believe what You have said; Help me when doubts assail me.
Remember that I am but dust, And let my faith not fail me.
Your supper in this vale of tears Refreshes me and stills my fears
And is my priceless treasure.
7 Grant that we worthily receive Your supper, Lord, our Savior,
And, truly grieving for our sins, May prove by our behavior
That we are thankful for Your grace And day by day may run our race,
In holiness increasing.
8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, Be praised throughout all ages!
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place The world against it rages.
Grant that this sacrament may be A blessèd comfort unto me
When living and when dying.
Tune and text: Public domain

Dismissal
P

C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and
preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart T
in peace.
Amen.

Stand

Thank the Lord

LSB 164

Post-Communion Collect
A

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You
that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Benediction
P

Sit

LSB 166
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

Hymn to Depart: “Rejoice, O Pilgrim Throng”

LSB 813

5 Still lift your standard high, Still march in firm array,
As pilgrims through the darkness wend Till dawns the golden day.
Refrain
6 At last the march shall end; The wearied ones shall rest;
The pilgrims find their home at last, Jerusalem the blest.
Refrain
D 7 Praise Him who reigns on high, The Lord whom we adore:
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, One God forevermore.
Refrain
Text and tune: Public domain
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* * * * * * * THOSE WHO SERVE EMMANUEL TODAY * * * * * * *
Pastor: Dave McCarty
Lector: Harry Jones Music: JoAnn Bartush
Money Counter: Sue Ellen Smith Altar Care: Dixie Smith
* * * * * * IN OUR PRAYERS * * * * * * *
Special Prayer: Brittany Heiden (friend of Lucas Wielfaert) who was
involved in a serious automobile accident.

Illness: Margaret Schroeder, Floyd & Shirley Brown, Dee Hitzemann (aunts &
uncles of JoAnn Bartush), Don Mature (friend of Lolly Luegge), Nancy Fraley
& Judy Crittenden (sisters of Wayne Davis), Sherry Burmeister, Robin Clark
(friend of JoAnn Bartush), Eileen Sell, Fredda Rodgers & Dollie Stuber (cousins
of Lolly Luegge), Susie Hamilton (friend of Tim Bowen & Donna OlsenBowen), Earl Fisher (friend of Bill Keehn), Peggy Snead (friend of Sue Ellen
Smith)
Shut-Ins: Velma Brown, Inge Williams, Ed Schmidt, Peggy Bush & Diana Pape
Continued prayers for government leaders, health care workers, other essential
workers, fire & rescue dept., law enforcement, and those who are facing
isolation, illness, or experiencing unemployment during these difficult times.
Birthdays this Week: Today: Ella Downard; Tuesday: Mark Gilmore;
Wedneday: Mary Furgason and Harry Jones;
Next Sunday: Alexis Roberts
Anniversaries this week: Monday: Jeremy & Yvonne McNicol
Sunday Morning Bible Class (Heart Issues are Hard Issues) at 9 am
Wednesday Bible Study (Reflecting God’s Power) at 9:00 am
Saturday Men’s Bible Breakfast (Psalms) at 8:00 am

Emmanuel Lutheran Church – April, 2021
Budgeted Income
Actual Income
Actual Expense
Surplus (Short)

Jan. – April
$46,288
$47,084
$44,482
2,602

Yearly Budget
138,880

Looking Good! The congregational leaders would like to take this
opportunity to thank all of the people who have been faithfully
volunteering here at Emmanuel to make our church building and
property look well cared for. Because of these individuals’ selfless
assistance, we have been able to save a great deal of money on
the removal of trees, changing over to LED lighting in the
basement, repair of doors, flooring, and a bathroom. May we
continue to be faithful Christian stewards of the resources God has
placed in our care as members of His Church and this
congregation.

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Grant #21 LCMS Deaconess Ministry
LCMS Office of International Mission — $39,523
Your Mite Box located in the rear of our sanctuary collects your loose
change to support many missions, some close to home and other around
the world. This month we would like to share with you:
“LCMS Deaconess Ministry — LCMS Office of International Mission,” will
provide educational and financial support to the deaconess training
programs to our partner churches in the Philippines, Latvia, Liberia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, and India. LCMS deaconesses are women who are
full-time professional church workers trained to share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ through works of mercy, spiritual care, and teaching of the
Christian faith.
The president of the Michigan district is turning 50 this year and has
challenged the ladies of the district to raise $50,000 for the district!!
The district donations are behind at this time, so please add whatever
you can to our mite box!!

Your Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
The 2021 LWML Spring Rally, held here at Emmanuel on Thursday,
April 22, was a success with 50 people in attendance.
Most arrived early so they could visit and enjoy lots of soup!
Keeley Pape gave a presentation which provided us with some insight
regarding what it takes to run a 5K and a half marathon. Then she
applied what she had learned to our Christian lives.
The Michigan District is hosting the National Convention in Lexington,
Kentucky this coming summer and we heard updates about planning that
event.
Our vice president, Suzanne Goerlitz, was blessed with the quilt that was
made and offered to those who gave mites.
Our speaker, Cathy Hardy, shared many ways we can be silent, and notso-silent, witnesses of our faith.
Thanks to all who used their time and talents to make the evening
pleasing to the Lord!

Attendance on April 25: 40+4* (*live-streamed on Facebook) If you
watch the live-stream, please “like” or comment so we can include you in our
count. Bible Studies: 34

Quarterly Statements have been printed and placed in your
mailboxes in the narthex.

Church Rummage Sale will be in August. If you are doing spring
cleaning and have some items for the rummage sale, please put them in
the first classroom in the basement at church. More details to come.
Thanks!
Mow, Mow, Mow the Lawn: Please sign up to mow at church. The
sign-up sheet is posted in the narthex.

