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So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. - Romans 12:5
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Dear Friends in Christ and Fellow Members of Emmanuel Congregation,
Spring has sprung as Easter has come and gone, the weather is getting warmer,
the grass is beginning to grow, flowers and tress are blooming, and there is excitement and a freshness in the air. The farmers are preparing to get into the
fields, to plant their crops, with the goal that the process will go well and they
can set things in motion for what they hope will be a bountiful harvest in the
fall. What a beautiful time of the year this is for us to be enjoying as God’s
blessed people.
This can also be a wonderful time for us to do an
evaluation of our spiritual life. We have gone
through Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and are now
moving towards Pentecost Sunday on May 23rd.
Pentecost was the day in which Jesus sent the Holy
Spirit, just as He had promised, to ignite the hearts
and minds of His disciples. The faith of these followers was set on fire and they became bold proclaimers of Jesus Christ and the saving message of
the Gospel.
Each of us has been endowed with the gift of the
Holy Spirit at our baptism. The power from on high
entered into our hearts through the water and words
as the Spirit of God was poured out on us. This
question we need to ask ourselves this very day is
this: Is that flame of faith still burning strong in our
hearts and minds as God’s chosen and redeemed children? Or has the flame
faded over the years due to our lack of studying God’s Word, being in His
house regularly for worship, attending the Lord’s Supper faithfully, and sharing
in fellowship with other brothers and sisters in Christ?
It saddens me to see many of our members distancing themselves from the
Body of Christ. I realize there is some concern for the pandemic we have been
in the last year. Yet, there have been opportunities to be in worship service and
Bible studies, since Pentecost 2020, where social distancing, sanitization, and
mask wearing has been taking place with no instances of someone acquiring the
virus. Also, the opportunity to have private communion was not taken advantage of, by our non-worship attending members, as I had hoped they would.
There is no way of knowing how many of our members were watching our services live-stream, since not everyone signed in, but, I pray that if you were not
able to be with us here for worship, you were participating via the internet.
As being members of the Body of Christ and Emmanuel Church there are expectations. God has blessed each of us with certain physical and spiritual gifts
and we are called, encouraged, and in some parts of Holy Scripture commanded, to use those gifts for God’s glory, the building of His Kingdom, the benefit
of our neighbor, and yes for our own benefit. To do no less would be a wasting
of those God given blessings. “12 For just as the body is one and has many
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members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is
with Christ. 13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 14 For the body
does not consist of one member but of many. 15 If the foot should say, "Because
I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a
part of the body. 16 And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do
not belong to the body," that would not make it any less a part of the body. 17 If
the whole body were an eye, where would be the sense of hearing? If the whole
body were an ear, where would be the sense of smell? 18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose. 19 If all were a
single member, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, yet
one body. 27 Now you are the Body of Christ and individual members of it.” 1
Corinthian 12-20, 27.
As we move forward, in mission and ministry, as people of God here on the
Ridge, let us each look at how we are engaged in the work our Lord has called
us to carry out in the name of Jesus. Where can we be used in the body of believers to do the Lord’s work? What are the gifts, skills, and financial assets, I
have been blessed with I can share and use for God’s glory and the benefit of
His Church? I am asking each of us to please take the time to see just how much
God has truly blessed you with, and then seek His will in how you might give
back to Him in thanksgiving for all He has done for you and me. And as you and
I do this, let us never forget the greatest gifts we have, the forgiveness of sins,
life, and salvation. What great treasures these are for you and me to cherish, enjoy, and place our hope in!!!!!!

Before closing, I would like to take the opportunity to wish a Blessed and Happy
Mother’s Day to all of our moms! May you realize the great blessing you are to
your families.
Pastor McCarty

FINANCIAL NEWS
Emmanuel Lutheran Church – April, 2021

* Includes March end of month mailed donations
11,574

Jan.-April
46,288

Actual Income

11,445

47,084

Actual Expense

9,142

44,482

Income Less Exp. (Actual)

2,303

2,602

Budgeted Income

April

2020 Budget
$138,228
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ELDERS
May Blessings from the Board of Elders!
The Board of Elders met on April 15th, 2021
Attending: Michael Korunka, Don Schroeder, Harry Jones, Ed Tritt, Bill Keehn
and Pastor Dave
For a while now, we’re having issues with our plastic communion cups breaking or members having difficulty removing them from the tray. We are in the
process of finding a solution to this problem. We have noticed that if you pick
up the plastic cup from the top and don’t squeeze them, they come out of the
tray a lot easier.
We are very happy to see more of our members coming back to church on a
regular basis. As our pews start filling up again on the lower level, please see
an Elder for social-distance seating, if needed. Remember, there is additional
seating upstairs in the balcony. When communion starts, just come down and
the Elder assistant will make sure you receive holy communion.
Our next scheduled Elders meeting is May13th at 6:00 pm.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact myself or your Elder.
God’s Blessings!
Michael Korunka,
Director of the Board of Elders
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AND

M I N I S T RY C O U N C I L

Voters’ Meeting
May 9, 2021

Chairman:
Treasurer:
Donna Bowen-Olsen
Secretary:
Jerry Pape
Elder Chairman:
Mike Korunka

Election:
Congregational President
Treasurer
MMC
Parking Lot Repair

MMC officers:
Tammy Pape
Carolyn Reitz
Bonnie Turner

Blood Drive:
July 30, 2021
At Emmanuel
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LWML NEWS
Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Grant #21 —
LCMS Deaconess Ministry
LCMS Office of International Mission — $39,523
Your Mite Box located in the rear of our sanctuary collects your loose change to support many
missions, some close to home and other around the world. This month we would like to share
with you:
“LCMS Deaconess Ministry — LCMS Office of International Mission,” will provide educational and financial support to the deaconess training programs to our partner churches in the Philippines, Latvia, Liberia, Indonesia, Malaysia, and India. LCMS deaconesses are women who are
full-time professional church workers trained to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ through works
of mercy, spiritual care, and teaching of the Christian faith.
The president of the Michigan district is turning 50 this year and has challenged the ladies of the
district to raise $50,000 for the district!! The district donations are behind at this time, so please
add whatever you can to our mite box!!

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!
The next meeting of the LWML will be held Thursday, May 13, at 10:00
a.m. in the fellowship hall. We will be doing the “Rejoice. Always!” Bible
study found in the spring Quarterly. If someone would like to provide some
snacks, please contact Pastor or June.

2021 LWML Spring Rally!
The 2021 LWML Spring Rally, held here at Emmanuel on Thursday, April 22, was a success with 50 people in attendance.
Most arrived early so they could visit and enjoy lots of soup!
Keeley Pape gave a presentation which provided us with some insight regarding what it
takes to run a 5K and a half marathon. Then she applied what she had learned to our
Christian lives.
The Michigan District is hosting the National Convention in Lexington, Kentucky this coming summer and we heard updates about planning that event.
Our vice president, Suzanne Goerlitz, was blessed with the quilt that was made and offered to those who gave mites.
Our speaker, Cathy Hardy, shared many ways we can be silent, and not-so-silent, witnesses of our faith.
Thanks to all who used their time and talents to make the evening pleasing to the Lord!
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OTHER NEWS

Voters’ Meeting

will be held on Sunday, May 9,
right after the worship service
Agenda Items include:
MMC Election
Repairing parking lot

Contemporary Service
will be on May 23, 2021
(4th Sunday in May)

Please Sign up to Mow!
Sign-up Sheet is posted
in the Narthex
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OTHER NEWS
Looking Good! The congregational leaders would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the people who have been faithfully volunteering here at Emmanuel to make our church building and property look
well cared for. Because of these individuals’ selfless assistance, we have
been able to save a great deal of money on the removal of trees, changing over to LED lighting in the basement, repair of doors, flooring, and
a bathroom. May we continue to be faithful Christian stewards of the
resources God has placed in our care as members of His Church and this
congregation.
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P R AY E R R E Q U E S T S
Special Prayers: Brittany Heiden (friend of Lucas Wielfaert) who was involved in
a serious automobile accident
Illness: Margaret Schroeder, Floyd & Shirley Brown, Dee Hitzemann (aunts & uncles of JoAnn Bartush), Don Mature (friend of Lolly Luegge), Nancy Fraley & Judy
Crittenden (sisters of Wayne Davis), Sherry Burmeister, Robin Clark (friend of JoAnn Bartush), Eileen Sell, Fredda Rodgers & Dollie Stuber (cousins of Lolly
Luegge), Susie Hamilton (friend of Tim Bowen & Donna Olsen-Bowen), Earl Fisher, friend of Bill Keehn, Peggy Snead, friend of Sue Ellen Smith
Shut-Ins: Velma Brown, Inge Williams, Ed Schmidt, Peggy Bush & Diana Pape
Continued prayers for government leaders, health care workers, other essential workers, fire & rescue dept., law enforcement, and those who are facing isolation, illness,
or experiencing unemployment during these difficult times.

M A Y B I R T H D AY S !
1
2
4
5
5
9

Anita Faust
Ella Downard
Mark Gilmore
Mary Furgason
Harry Jones
Alexis Roberts

M AY A N N I V E R S A R I E S !
3 Jeremy & Yvonne McNicol
20 Jerry & Alice Merritt

13 Lolly Luegge
13 Bonnie Turner
16 Cindy Wielfaert
21 Rosemarie Montalvo
21 Barbara Scheffler
24 Cindy Korunka
24 Owen Ritchie
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Emmanuel Lutheran Church
9950 Ridge Highway
Britton, MI 49229

We will be livestreaming our 10:30am Sunday services
on our website https://www.emmanuelontheridge.com/livestreaming-video

and facebook at “emmanuel on the ridge”

