
God’s Blessings to Each of You! 
 

 Looking back to one year ago, could any of us have ever imagined what 
the year 2020 would hold in store for our world, our nation, and even closer to 
home, our families? Not in the slightest! The events of the past 12 months have 
definitely rocked our lives in a way most of us have never been subjected to. 
The situations many of us have had to endure in our lives would, and did, cause 
the strongest of body, mind, and spirit to be shaken to the core. If you were not 
directly affected by the devastation this pandemic has wreaked upon humanity, 
then you were certainly deeply moved by the damage it did to the life of one 
you love. In reality, none of us are exempt from being attacked by such damag-
ing affliction, as this virus, which is a bi-product of the sin-filled world we are 
all a part of. 
 As children of God and members of 
the Body of Christ, you and I should not be 
shocked about the reality of having to face 
the various setbacks that happen within a 
world that has been tainted by sin. In fact, 
Jesus himself gave us a forewarning of what 
we are going to be exposed to as we go 
through this journey called life. In John 
16:33b Jesus declares this truth, “In this 
world you will have tribulation! Did you 
notice the direct statement made by the Lord 
Jesus concerning life’s difficulties? He said 
with all certainty that you and I will have 
them to contend with. He did not say might 
or maybe, but WILL!  

 You and I may be able to 
look back on the last year, and see all of 
what has played out good, bad, or otherwise, 
in our lives and the lives of others, but we 
cannot see the year ahead. For many of us 
these first days of the new year are a time of 
anguish, worry, and deep concern! We are 
fearful of what the next 12 months might present to us, our family members, or 
our friends. What ifs, what ifs, what ifs are pounding away at our hearts and 
minds, and our emotions are in a heightened state of caution. So, what are we to 
do about that?  

If left to ourselves and our own abilities to contend with the many harsh 
blows this fallen world batters us with, you and I would be destined for a place 
filled only with despair of hopelessness. And any chance for a reprieve or res-
pite would be a fleeting thought. But as redeemed people of God, who have 
been rescued by the blood of Jesus, there is a wealth of hope. After Jesus’ an-
nouncement of impending trouble for you and me, He proclaims these soothing 
words, “Take heart I have overcome the world.” In essence, Jesus is telling us, 
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do not worry my dearly loved I have made a way for you to come out victorious 
against such troubling situations. Is there a more comforting message for you 
and me to hear, as we take on the plethora of problems which will befall us? I 
don’t think so! 

The Apostle John declared Jesus to be the light of the world which no 
darkness could overcome. In John 8:12, Jesus called himself the light of the 
world, and He stated that anyone who follows Him will not walk in darkness (a 
darkness blackened with sin), but will have the light of life.” Now that dear 
friends in Christ is a promise to grab onto, especially when dealing with the 
troubles of the past, the present, and those which are yet to be revealed. In Jesus, 
we have a hope, an assurance of a life far better than our greatest expectations. It 
is His guarantee to you and me! We may not fully experience the benefit of this 
guarantee during our earthly life, but most positively you and I will bask in it, in 
all its fullness, one day. 

Let us, as God’s adopted sons and daughters remember three very im-
portant points as we enter into 2021. The first is: God is still in control; Jesus 
is still the Savior of the world; the Holy Spirit is still empowering us to live 
God-pleasing lives. The second one is from Jesus himself, “Therefore do not 
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient 
for the day is its own troubles. And finally, Jesus tells His early disciples and 
us, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give it to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid.” 

Now may the peace of God which passes all of our human understanding 
guard your hearts and minds through faith in Christ Jesus. A blessed, healthy, 
and joy-filled New Year to each of you!  

                                                             Pastor and June McCarty  
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                           Emmanuel Lutheran Church – November, 2020  
 

 

December figures are not yet available 

 

  

November Jan. – Nov. 

Budgeted Income $10,633 $124,837 

Actual Income $13,863 $121,838 

Actual Expense $8,900 $122,174 

Surplus (Short) $4,963 ($366) 



Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

MMC 
Chairman:  

Ken Huner 

Treasurer:   

Donna Bowen-Olsen 

Secretary:   

Jerry Pape 

Elder Chairman:  

Mike Korunka 

 

MMC officers: 

Tammy Pape 

Carolyn Reitz 

Bonnie Turner 
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       M I S S I O N  A N D  M I N I S T RY  C O U N C I L  

Zoom Meeting 
January 6 
7:00 pm  

MISSION AND MINISTRY COUNCIL NEWS 

GOALS FOR 2021 

Approval at the Voters’ Meeting November 15, 2020 

For the strategic initiative of REACHING out to the community, we will strive to 

have a  gain of at least  3 new families to our congregation and we will par-

ticipate in the following events:  

Christmas Parade program 

Good Friday Cross Walk 

Vacation Bible School 

Blood Drive 

Monroe County Fair—Living Water Booth 

Church Rummage Sale 

Diapers & Baby Items for the Lenawee County Crisis Pregnancy Center 

in Adrian 

Trunk Or Treat 

Scout Program 

Band Camp Meal 

For the strategic initiative of INSPIRING with Christian love: 

We will promote traditional and contemporary worship services that are 

biblically based, Christ-Centered and engaging for the purpose of 

discovering and re-discovering the amazing love and grace of 

Christ. 

We will develop a Family Ministry Program. 

We will support the work of our local Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League 

For the strategic initiative of DEVELOPING faith through Word and Sacrament: 

We will be, first and foremost, a Matthew 28 church (Matthew 28:18-

20) helping people become and remain disciples of Christ. 

We will, secondarily, also be a Matthew 25 church (Matthew 25: 31-

46) reaching out to others with Christ-like love in action in their 

physical, social, and emotional needs. 

For the strategic initiative of GROWING in grace, we will creatively promote 

ways for our members and potential members to fully understand the mul-

tifaceted aspects and impacts of God’s grace in their lives through a year 

round Stewardship Program. 

For the strategic initiative of EDUCATING through God’s Word we will: 

We will develop a Christian institute of studying God’s word and contin-

uous learning experiences:  Nursery, Sunday School, Sunday Adult 

Bible Class, Saturday morning men’s Bible Class, Wednesday 

morning Bible Class, Confirmation Class—youth and adult, youth 

group, new member’s class, pre-marriage program, training pro-

grams and workshops for the acolytes, Altar Care, Elders, teacher 

training, and financial planning. 

We will offer continuing education and training opportunities to our 

Pastor. 

. 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Grant #18  

Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construction 

Office of International Mission — $50,000 

  
Your Mite Box located in the rear of our Sanctuary collects your 

loose change to support many Missions, some close to home and others around the 
world. This month we would like to share with you: 
  
“Sri Lanka Multipurpose Building Construction” is a building project that will 
house a new sanctuary, a central office for the Ceylon Evangelical Lutheran 
Church (CELC), seminary classrooms, dormitory space, and a preschool. Once it 
is completed, the LCMS and the CELC will be able to move forward in training 
local pastors, offering a welcoming worship area, and giving the congregation a 
chance to reestablish their preschool program. 

Please continue to help us meet our goal of $1,500 so we can throw a party! 
 
Your Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 
 

Happy  

Epiphany! 

 
JANUARY LWML GATHERING 

Our Emmanuel LWML will gather on January 14, 10:00 a.m. in the fellowship 
hall.  We will begin the new year with a new day, the second Thursday of the 
month, and a new time!  We hope that more ladies will take advantage of the day-
time meeting without concern for driving in the dark!  Our society will be hosting 
the spring rally the end of April and we will need many hands to help lighten the 
load!  Come and join us as we make plans and carry them out!   
 

     

 

 
 

Used Postage Stamps 

    Please cut all your postage stamps from all mail, 

Christmas cards, birthday cards and etc. Cut ¼ inch 

around the stamp.   Place them in the POSTAGE BOX  

FOR MISSIONS found in the narthex.           

Thank you LWML 
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Message from Michigan District President Dr. David P. E. Maier 

It is commonly accepted, maybe even expected, that people should be compassionate during the Christmas 
season. It is a sociological fact that they are. People tend to do more, give more, and help others more during 
the month of December than at any other time of the year. Part of the reason for this is that we have a pletho-
ra of more convenient opportunities to do so during this holiday season. For example, most of us will have 
given money to the Salvation Army by the end of December, simply because there was someone ringing a 
bell on a corner or at a grocery store as we walked by. It is good that we’re so willing to show compassion 
and generosity during the holidays. We have witnessed this same type of outpouring when so many people 
responded to the 9/11 terrorist attacks and to hurricanes and other natural disasters over the past decades. 
But our acts of compassion shouldn’t be limited to just the few weeks between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
or to patriotic fervor in response to a terrorist attack or as a response to natural disasters. We are made in the 
image of God to show “Christmas compassion” year-round. As His followers we should have a generous, 
merciful, compassionate spirit year-round. 
With that in mind consider Matthew 2:1–12, the account of the wise men visiting Jesus in Bethlehem. Alt-
hough they came two years after Jesus was born, their focused determination and praise is very instructive 
regarding deliberate, demonstrated compassion. 
The first thing we want to remember is this: God is generous year-round and on all occasions. We should be 
too. The inspired Apostle Paul recognized this and wrote in Ephesians 5: “Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children; and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you, and gave Himself up for us, an offering and 
a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.” To “walk in love” is to live all of life showing the love with which 
God loved us towards God but especially towards others. 
Uniquely, the Wise men demonstrated this godly love for the newborn King in their gifting. As you’re buy-
ing gifts this Christmas, keep the following considerations in mind and, with God’s help, begin to apply 
“Christmas compassion” and generosity to your life in January, February, March, and throughout the year. 
Give out of love, not out of obligation. 
Secondly, we also learn from the wise men to Give out of love, not out of obligation. Notice what Matthew 
says … “They saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him” (Matthew 
2:11). Have you ever received a gift from someone with the impression that the gift was given more out of 
duty than desire? And if they really had a choice, they wouldn’t have given you anything at all? Have you 
ever given a gift with (that) “attitude?” That’s not “giving a gift,” it’s “paying a bill.” When you give with 
that attitude people can usually tell. 
The Bible teaches us to give out of love. In addressing the Corinthian church on this matter Paul 
writes, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 
for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:7). He gives further clarity when, in the preceding chapter 
of 2 Corinthians (another chapter about loving and giving), he writes of the Macedonians: “And they did not 
do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will” (2 
Corinthians 8:5). 
I read about a woman who had a fight with her sister two years previous and, even though they’re still not on 
speaking terms, they exchange gifts each year at Christmas! When asked why, “Why?” she responded, 
“Because we give gifts to everyone in our family.” Obviously, this gift has very little meaning and very little 
value. The gift she really needs to give is the gift of reconciliation. 
It is as simple as this: if your gift isn’t motivated by love, it doesn’t matter what the gift costs. It is, in effect, 
worthless before the Lord. The wise men’s gifts were special, not because they were valuable, but because 
they were given with a heart full of respect, love, and honor for Jesus. 
A number of years ago, Pennsylvania’s former Governor Tom Ridge, who became the first Homeland Secu-
rity Chief, sent out $100 rebates on school-district property taxes to Pennsylvania’s residents. (This happened 
just before the election, so naturally he was accused of trying to buy votes.)  However, hundreds of taxpayers 
responded in an unexpected way: they returned the money to school districts.  

(Continued on next page) 



Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
Page 6  

 

OT H E R  N E W S  

 

 
The Philadelphia school district alone received more than $40,000 in ‘rebate gifts.’ The most interest-
ing part of this is that the majority of gifts came from people outside the Philadelphia school district, 
who felt the under-funded city schools needed the money more than their suburban schools. These 
people had nothing to gain by sending their money to another school district. They did it because they 
cared (Newsweek, Dec.11, 2000, p.64). Give out of love and heartfelt determination and care, not 
obligation. 
The third consideration for giving is the most difficult because it is deliberate, contemplative, and 
somewhat time consuming: Give gifts that tell people what they’re worth. Matthew writes … “They 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, and of incense, and of myrrh” (Matthew 
2:11). 
Interesting gifts for a child, aren’t they?  Could these gifts have special meaning? According to the 
customs of the day …gold was the gift for a king; incense was the gift for a priest; and myrrh was the 
gift for one who was to die—it was used to embalm the bodies of the dead. When the wise men 
brought their gifts to Jesus, they didn’t come bearing trinkets for a child. They brought gifts that indi-
cated who He truly was—the king of kings, the great high priest, the one who would die for the sins of 
the world. Did they fully understand this or were their actions completely inspired by the Holy Spirit 
… or a little of both? I don’t know. Nonetheless, I still find it instructive. When you give, give a gift 
that says, “I believe in you. You’re worth something. God has an amazing future for you and for those 
whom you will bless.” 
Do you remember the movement in Los Angeles to give new shopping carts to the homeless, because 
many of them were using old, beat-up carts? We do have an obligation to help the homeless. However, 
the best solution is not to give them new shopping carts—a gift that seems to say, “You’re homeless 
and that’s all you’ll ever be, so here’s a new buggy. Now leave us alone.” A much better gift, obvious-
ly, would be to give the homeless a place to sleep, or job training, or substance abuse counseling, or 
whatever it is they need to become the person God created them to be. The best gift would be to help 
them get to a point where they too could know and love Jesus. As a society, as a church, and as indi-
viduals, we need to look for ways to give gifts that affirm the value of the person receiving the gift. 
PLEASE THINK ABOUT THIS: we should not give with an attitude that says, “I’m giving this gift 
because I’m generous,” but rather with the attitude that says, “I’m giv-
ing this gift because you’re worth it … especially to Jesus.” Every-
thing we have is a gift from God 
Jesus’ beloved disciple reminds us: “We love because he first loved 
us” (John 4:19). We now have the privilege of giving because we 
were first loved and given to. We now have the privilege of giving re-
membering that everything we have is a gift from God. The wise men 
brought valuable gifts to Jesus because they recognized His value. 
When you give, give a gift that says, “You’re worth something to me 
and to the Lord Jesus.” I have found that this exercise always leads to 
prayer and thanksgiving for the individual. 
In imitation of our God from the cleansing of the heart that He 
brings and through the strength He supplies, let us endeavor to …give 
more than we hope to get; give out of love, not obligation; give in a 
way that communicates to others, “You are worth something to me and 
especially to the Lord Jesus Christ.” God cared enough to give His 
VERY BEST.  
May we do the same. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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Thank you for the Christmas wishes, cards and 
gifts you have given me.   

I appreciate your care and support. 
What a joy to be part of the Emmanuel family! 

 

                                               Janet Moeller 

 

 

 

Our Float at the Lenawee County Fairgrounds 

Thanks to all who helped with this endeavor.. 
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Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

Please check the table at the back of the 

sanctuary for your                                                                      

2021 Contribution envelopes 

Thank you! 

Winter has arrived and so has the  

snow and ice! 
At times,  for the safety of the congregation,  a  

closing  of what may be going on at the church, is 

necessary.  Notification will take place by            

Emmanuel’s website (emmanuelontheridge.com), 

facebook, and by listening to WLEN (103.9 FM).  

Hopefully, this will not happen often.                                      

Stay safe and warm! 

                              Altar Flowers 
If you would like to furnish flowers for a worship service,  

simply write your name on the flower chart  

located by the  sanctuary doors.   

Make sure you indicate that Sunday’s date.  

Let me know how many vases to order and when. 

                     1 vase = $18.00,  2 smaller vases =$28.00 

You are welcome to take them home with you after worship! 



Emmanuel Lutheran Church 
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  CHRISTMAS SEASON SPIRIT of GIVING (Revised) 
 

               Donated  Matched    Total 

LUTHERAN BIBLE TRANSLATORS      $ 20            $40          $60 

LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS          $ 20   $40 $60 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE                           $ 20            $40 $60 

MINISTRY FOR ARMED FORCES          $ 20            $40 $60 

WORLD MISSIONS                                  $ 20             $40 $60 

BUSH - MACAU CHINA MISSION         $175  $175       $350 

NEIGHBORS of HOPE, Tecumseh            $ 75          $  75       $150 

DONATIONS                                            $350  $450       $800 

Nov. Add. (Bush-Macau China Mission)             100 
        

          $900 
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Elder: 

 Harry Jones 

 

Elder Assistant: 

TBD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you can help as a Lector or Money Teller, please call  

Mike Korunka, at (734) 649-5349 or  

the church office 517-451-8148.  Thank you! 

 
Eagle Scout Service Project 

Bring your empty returnable cans and bottles and drop them 
off inside the main entrance of the Fellowship Hall. If you’re 
unable to make it over to the church, Dylan would be happy to 
come by your home and grab any cans and bottles for dona-
tion. The funds raised will go towards concrete and a hoop 
purchase for a basketball court at Emmanuel Lutheran Church. 
Thanks for your support!  

 

T H O S E  W H O  S E RV E  I N  JA N UA RY  

Lector: 

Jan. 3 -   Harry Jones 

Jan. 10 - Rudy Meyer 

Jan. 17 - Lorrie Tritt 

Jan. 24 -  Bruce Siebarth 

Jan. 31 - Needed 

 

Altar Care: 

Karen Siebarth 

 

Money Tellers:  

Donna Olsen-Bowen 
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J A N UA R Y  B I R T H DAY S !   

PRAY E R  REQU ESTS  

J A N UA R Y  A N N I V E R S A R I E S !  

1  -  Dan Wilke 

2  -  Louise Vershum 

5 -   Susan Gwilt 

17 - Margaret Schroeder 

18 - Lucas Wielfaert 

19 - Bradley Faust 

21 - Bruce Siebarth 

26 - Natalie McNicol 

28 - Rudy Meyer 

31 - Laura Tomell 

Emmanuel  Lutheran Church  

Illness: Margaret Schroeder, Floyd & Shirley Brown, Dee Hitzemann (aunts & 
uncles of JoAnn Bartush), Don Mature (friend of Lolly Luegge), Nancy Fraley 
& Judy Crittenden (sisters of Wayne Davis), Sherry Burmeister, Robin Clark 
(friend of JoAnn Bartush), Laura Tomell, Tristan Tomell (grandson of Dan & 
Laura Tomell),  Eileen Sell, Payton King (great-granddaughter of Melvin & 
Barb Scheffler), Fredda Rodgers & Dollie Stuber (cousins of Lolly Luegge), 
Susie Hamilton (friend of Tim Bowen & Donna Olsen-Bowen), Earl Fisher, 
friend of Bill Keehn 
 

Shut-Ins: Velma Brown, Inge Williams, Ed Schmidt, Peggy Bush &Diana Pape 
 

 

9 - Edward & Lorrie Tritt  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

 

3 

9 am Bible  

          Class 

10:30 Worship 

4 5 6  9 am Bible   

          Class 

7 pm MMC  

zoom meeting 

7 8 9 

8 am Men’s 

           Bible 

            Class 

10 

9 am Bible  

          Class 

10:30 Worship 

11 12 11 

9 am Bible 

          Class   

14 

10 am LWML 

15 16 

8 am Men’s 

           Bible 

            Class 

17 

9 am Bible  

          Class 

10:30 Worship 

18 19   20    

9 am Bible 

          Class   

21 

 

22 23 

8 am Men’s 

           Bible 

            Class 

24 

9 am Bible  

          Class 

10:30 Worship 

25 26 27 

9 am Bible 

          Class   

28 29 30 

 

31 

9 am Bible  

          Class 

10:30 Worship 

      



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                            

                                               

                                            

            

             

              

Emmanuel Lutheran Church 

9950 Ridge Highway 

Britton, MI   49229 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship Times 
9:00am Adult Bible Study 

10:30am  Worship Service 

 

9am  Sunday Adult Bible Study 

9am  Wednesday Bible Study 

8am  Saturday Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 


