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What is Lent? Lent is a season of the Christian year when believers focus on simple 
living, prayer, and fasting in order to grow closer to God. At Jesus’ baptism the sky 
split open, the Spirit of God, which looked like a dove, descended and landed on 
Jesus, and a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, My Beloved, with whom I am 
pleased.” Afterward, as told in Matthew 4:1-11, Jesus was sent into the wilderness 
by the Spirit, where he fasted and prayed for 40 days. During his time there, Jesus 
was tempted by Satan and found clarity and strength to resist temptation. 
Afterwards, he was ready to begin his ministry. Lent serves a similar purpose in the 
Christian’s life.  
 
When is Lent? It is the 40 days before Easter. Lent excludes Sundays because every 
Sunday is like a little Easter. This year, 2022, Lent is from March 2, Ash Wednesday, 
to April 16, Easter Sunday. 
 
So Lent begins on Ash Wednesday? Yes, Ash Wednesday is marked by a service 
where we recognize our mortality, repent of our sins, and return to our loving God. 
We affirm our life as a precious gift from God, recognize our proneness to wander, 
and turn or redirect our lives toward Jesus Christ. We may make resolutions and 
commit to change our lives over the next forty days so that we might be more like 
Christ. In an Ash Wednesday service, the minister or priest marks the sign of the 
cross on a person’s forehead with ashes.  
 
Why ashes? In Jewish and Christian history, ashes are a sign of mortality and 
repentance. They are a sign of mortality, because when we die, our bodies 
eventually decompose and we become dust/dirt/ash. They symbolize repentance, 
because long ago, when people felt remorse for something they did, they would 
put ashes on their head and wear sackcloth (scratchy clothing) to remind them that 
sin is uncomfortable and leads to a sort of death of the spirit. This was their way of 
confessing their sins and seeking forgiveness.  
 
Where do the ashes come from? On what we now call Palm Sunday, Jesus rode a 
donkey into Jerusalem while people waved palm branches and cheered him on. 
Less than a week later, Jesus was executed. The palms that were waved in joy 
became ashes of sorrow. We get ashes for Ash Wednesday by saving the palms 
from Palm Sunday, burning them, and mixing them with a small amount of oil. 
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Love, not anger, 

brought Jesus 
to the cross. 

Golgotha came 
as a result of God’s 

great desire to 
forgive, 

not his reluctance. 

— Richard Foster 
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CLERK’S CORNER 

Happy March! There is a new home in Rocky Point, Mexico 
because of the commitment of our congregation. Thank 
you to everyone who gave money, cookies, labor, blankets, 
drapes, and prayed for our annual house building trip with 
Amor Ministries. The last day, Pastor Tom, with Tom Jenney 
translating, blessed the home and the family in prayer as 
we handed over the keys and some house-warming 
presents. Thanks again! 

In other session news, make sure to check out the new 
bookshelves housing our library in the Fireside room. Also, 
there’s going to be new roller shades going on the windows 
in that same building. 

We will be offering a Lenten series this year! After church 
each of the 5 Sundays of Lent, we’ll be hosting a BYOLunch 
right after church. Pastor Tom will be leading the series. 
Even if you forget to bring a lunch, we’ll have some extra 
food for everyone. We hope everyone stays and learns 
during this important season! 

Keep looking up, 

Laurie Van Dyke 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

Generosity and Stewardship 
Committee 

Praying that the year is going well for 
all of you.  We are so blessed to be 
able to continue to worship together in 
person and on Zoom.   

Ephesians 1:3-4 says, “Blessed be the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places, even as he chose us 
in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him.” 

Isn’t it wonderful to know that we were 
chosen before the world was formed 
and that before God we are blameless?  
Knowing how God is there for us and is 
taking such good care of us, isn’t it 
wonderful to know we can give back to 
Him?  Not that we have to, or that we 
must, but that we can.  One of the ways 
we can give back is by supporting the 
work of Emmanuel.   

Thank you, Emmanuel, for being 
faithful in your giving to the work here.  
Your Session is looking for ways to 
expand the outreach here so we can 
show to those we come in contact how 
much Jesus loves them. Thank you for 
sharing in that goal. 

Elma Shugg, Chair 

 

 

Your church giving APP is free to use and 
available for download at the App Store 
or Google Play Store. Type in Emmanuel 

Presbyterian Church (address: 3839 E 
Shea, Phoenix, AZ). 

 Amor Group 2022  
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MISSION COMMITTEE, Valerie Zehr, Chair 

March for Missions presentations and fundraising:   

March 6:  MMOL  
March 13:  Amor  
March 20:  ElderTLC  
March 27:  One Great Hour of Sharing  
 

ONGOING MISSION 
PROJECTS: 

PURPLE HEART DESERT 
THRIFT SHOP: 

2325 East Bell Road, Phoenix, 
85022, https://desertthrift.org/ 

Hours: Tue-Sat: 9am-6pm 

‘Helping Veterans and people in 
crisis. When you shop, donate, or 
volunteer, you help support our 
mission to help veterans and our 
community.’ 

A donation box is located in 
the East Room for clothing and 
household items. 

HOUSE OF REFUGE: 

9844 North 7th Place, Phoenix, 
85020 

House of refuge provides Christ-
centered housing, counseling and 
job training to families 
transitioning from 
unemployment, addiction and 
prison.  Tours are also available 
(mask and social distancing 
requirements are followed).  
https://refugesunnyslope.com/
how-we-work/  
 
SHOEBOX MINISTRIES: 

Upcoming Mother’s Day purse 
project in April.  Watch for more 
info. 

ELDERTLC: 

Fall/holiday volunteer days. EPC 
Crafters is also involved with this 
ministry. 

CACTUS VIEW ELEMENTARY: 

Spring, fall & holiday drives. 

LOCAL FOOD 
BANKS/PANTRIES: 

Monthly food drives. 

FOOD BANK: MOM’S PANTRY 
13440 N Cave Creek Rd, Phoenix, 85022 

On the Dream City Church Campus 
 

The March and April food drive is for canned items (vegetables, fruit, 
tuna, chicken, soup, pasta sauce), boxed/bagged items (pasta, mac 

& cheese, rice), peanut butter. Also needed: toilet paper, 
toothbrush/toothpaste, bar soap and shampoo/conditioner.  Mom’s 

Pantry serves about 200 families in the north Phoenix area.   

The next Missions 
meeting is scheduled for 

Sunday, April 24, 
following the worship 

service.   

The Amor fundraising 
luncheon has been 

postponed until 
September.   

ONE GREAT HOUR 
OF SHARING: 

Providing RELIEF from 
natural disasters, FOOD 

for the hungry, and 
SUPPORT for the poor and 

oppressed. 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/
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DEACON’S CORNER 
 

 What Do the Dead Sea Scrolls Prove? 

by Jim Franks 

Dead Sea Scrolls add assurance of accuracy 

What is so special about these scrolls, and how do they help us prove the Bible 
is true? Until the discovery of the scrolls, the oldest manuscripts of the Hebrew 
Scriptures dated from the 10th century, about 2,500 years after the time of 
Moses. How can we be assured of the integrity of a document after so much 
time? 

Considering the carefulness of the copyists is one way to be assured of the 
accuracy of the preservation of the Bible.   

We believe that the Jews were given the responsibility for preserving the Hebrew 
Scriptures. The apostle Paul wrote: “What advantage then has the Jew, or what 
is the profit of circumcision? Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were 
committed the oracles of God” (Romans 3:1-2).  

The Hebrew Scriptures that make up the Old Testament were preserved by a 
group of Jewish scholars called Masoretes. Their manuscripts are known today 
as the Masoretic Text. The Masoretes were meticulous in their preservation, so 
when a copy became worn, a new copy was created. Once its accuracy was 
confirmed, they would destroy the old one. Because of that, the oldest of these 
manuscripts available today is the Aleppo Codex, dating from A.D. 935. 

The Masoretes became known as “counters,” since this was one of the methods 
they used to make sure the copy was an exact duplicate. They counted the words 
and the letters in each one to confirm the accuracy of the new one. This practice 
continued for more than 400 years (from A.D. 600 to 1000).  

But how can we prove that a copy from 935 faithfully represents the original 
writings? The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls provides important confirmation. 

The Dead Sea Scrolls are generally dated from around 200 B.C. to A.D. 68. This 
is more than 1,000 years older than any manuscripts of the Hebrew Old 
Testament that we had before their discovery. Because of their age and close 
similarity with the Masoretic Text, we now have an objective basis for 
determining that the biblical text used in our modern copies of the Old Testament 
is accurate.  

From the March/April 2015 issue of Discern Magazine 
Lifehopeandtruth.com 
 

Respectfully submitted by Deacon Lynn Mahoney 

“Is not this the 
kind of fasting 
I have chosen: 

to loose the 
chains of 

injustice and 
untie the 

cords of the 
yoke, to set 

the oppressed 
free and 

break every 
yoke? Is it not 
to share your 
food with the 
hungry and to 

provide the 
poor 

wanderer 
with shelter— 
when you see 
the naked, to 
clothe them, 
and not to 
turn away 
from your 

own flesh and 
blood?” 

Isaiah 58:6-7 (NIV) 
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What do Christians do with the ashes? At an Ash Wednesday 
service, folks are invited to come forward to receive the ashes. 
The minister will make a small cross on your forehead by 
smudging the ashes in the shape of a cross. While the ashes 
remind us of our mortality and sin, the cross reminds us of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, and the forgiveness that faith ensures. It 
is a powerful, non-verbal way that we can experience God’s 
forgiveness and renewal as we return to Jesus.  
 
Why should I observe Lent? Are you searching for something 
more in life? Are you tired of running in circles, but not really 
living with direction, purpose or passion? It’s easy to get caught 
up in the drama of school, work, relationships and family. Our 
lives are filled with distractions that take us away from living a life 
with Christ. Often, we attempt to fill the emptiness inside us with 
television or social media, overpacked calendars filled with 
busyness, stimulants and a host of irrelevant and ultimately 
meaningless substitutes. We run away from God and the 
abundant life that we can find in Jesus Christ. Lent challenges our 
approach to living less-than committed lives.  
 
Is Lent for me? That is the question each of us must answer. Lent 
is a great time to ‘repent’ – to return to God and refocus our lives 
to be more in line with Jesus. It’s a 40-day trial run in changing 
your lifestyle and letting God change your heart. May this be the 
year that you experience the quiet power and blessing that Lent 
can bring to your life. 
 

Watch a bible study by yourself. Watch a bible 
study with your family. Watch a bible study in 

your small group. 
All available on your computer, TV streaming, or 

smart phone app. 
It’s called RightNow Media video streaming 
service provided to everyone at Emmanuel 

Presbyterian. 
Contact Jereme Bintz if you need login 

assistance. 
 

Date Daily Reading 
Mar 1  Acts 21 
Mar 2  Acts 22 
Mar 3  Acts 23 
Mar 4  Psalms 13-15 
Mar 5  Acts 24 
Mar 6  Acts 25 
Mar 7  Acts 26 
Mar 8  Acts 27 
Mar 9  Acts 28 
Mar 10  Proverbs 6 
Mar 11  Psalms 25-26 
Mar 12  1 Timothy 1 
Mar 13  1 Timothy 2 
Mar 14  1 Timothy 3 
Mar 15  1 Timothy 4 
Mar 16  1 Timothy 5 
Mar 17  1 Timothy 6 
Mar 18  Psalms 27-29 
Mar 19  2 Timothy 1 
Mar 20  2 Timothy 2 
Mar 21  2 Timothy 3 
Mar 22  2 Timothy 4 
Mar 23  Psalms 30-31 
Mar 24  Proverbs 7 
Mar 25  Titus 1 
Mar 26  Titus 2 
Mar 27  Titus 3 
Mar 28  Psalms 32-33 
Mar 29 Proverbs 8 
Mar 30 Philemon 
Mar 31 Psalms 34-35 

 

BIBLE STUDY: HEARTLIGHT 
DAILY LIGHT READING PLAN 

 

PASTOR’S COLUMN  
continued from page 1 
 

Show me Your ways, O Lord; 
Teach me Your paths. 
Lead me in Your truth and teach me, 
For You are the God of my salvation; 
On You I wait all the day. 

Remember, O Lord, Your tender mercies and Your loving 
kindnesses, 
For they are from of old. 
Do not remember the sins of my youth, nor my 
transgressions; 
According to Your mercy remember me, 
For Your goodness’ sake, O Lord. 

Psalm 25: 4-7 (NKJV) 
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Lyrics: Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

Precious Lord, take my hand 
Lead me on, let me stand 
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn 
Through the storm, through the night 
Lead me on to the light 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 
 
When my way grows drear 
Precious Lord linger near 
When my life is almost gone 
Hear my cry, hear my call 
Hold my hand lest I fall 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home  
 
When the darkness appears 
And the night draws near 
And the day is past and gone 
At the river I stand 
Guide my feet, hold my hand 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 
 
Precious Lord, take my hand 
Lead me on, let me stand 
I'm tired, I'm weak, I'm lone 
Through the storm, through the night 
Lead me on to the light 
Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 
 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand is published in 
100 hymnals

 
Wait for the Lord; be strong 
and take heart and wait for 

the Lord.    
Psalm 27:14 

HISTORIC HYMN #84 – Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

In 1932, a week after the death of his wife in childbirth and 
the subsequent death of his newborn son, Thomas Andrew 
Dorsey (b. Villa Rica, GA, 1899; d. Chicago, IL, 1993) wrote 
this text. He also arranged the George N. Allen tune 
PRECIOUS LORD to match his text. Dorsey is, considered 
the "father" of the African American gospel tradition (in 
distinction from the spiritual tradition) and was an active writer 
in this style from the 1920s through the 1950s. "Precious 
Lord" is the most popular of the early group of gospel songs 
that arose in the United States. Martin Luther King, Jr., chose 
the hymn as one of the "freedom anthems" of the Civil Rights 
Movement; since that time, it has been included in many 
hymnals. 

Given the circumstances surrounding Dorsey's writing of this 
text, it is not surprising that it has the character of the Old 
Testament lament psalms: we confess our own helplessness 
(st. 1), and we utter a cry for divine help (st. 2), but even in 
the face of death we are confident of God's saving power (st. 
3). 

Born into a Baptist preacher's family, Dorsey moved to 
Atlanta when he was five. There he studied music and came 
under the influence of local blues pianists. He moved to 
Chicago in 1915, where he studied at the Chicago College of 
Composition and Arranging and played in nightclubs as 
"Georgia Tom" or "Barrelhouse Tom," accompanying blues 
singers such as Tampa Red, Ma Rainey, and Bessie Smith. 
Because of his skill as composer, arranger, and pianist, he 
was in great demand. He also formed his own band, 
Wildcat's Jazz Band. In 1931, along with Magnolia Lewis-
Butts and Theodore Roosevelt Frye, he established the first 
gospel choir at Ebenezer Baptist Church in Chicago. After 
suffering from a severe illness in 1926, Dorsey became more 
involved with the Pilgrim Baptist Church and in 1932 began a 
forty-year tenure as the church's choral director. He wrote at 
least two hundred gospel songs (his total works number more 
than a thousand), organized and was president of the 
National Convention of Gospel Choirs and Choruses, and 
frequently directed other ensembles, including the Gospel 
Choral Union. His gospel songs were popularized by singers 
such as Mahalia Jackson, Roberta Martin, and Clara Ward. 

https://hymnary.org/  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS: MARCH 
   
Wed, Mar 2 ASH WEDNESDAY 

7:00pm   *WORSHIP 
Thu, Mar 3 6:00pm-7:00pm  Bells Rehearsal 
  7:00pm   Brass+ Rehearsal 
Sun, Mar 6 10:30am  *WORSHIP 
  Missions Presentation: MMOL 
  12:00pm  Lenten study, BYOLunch   
Mon, Mar 7 6:30pm   ZOOM prayer group 
Wed, Mar 9 7:00pm   Deacon’s 
Thu, Mar 10 6:00pm   Bells Rehearsal 
  7:00pm   Brass+ Rehearsal 
Sun, Mar 13 10:30am  *WORSHIP 
  Missions Presentation: Amor 
  12:00pm  Lenten study, BYOLunch   
Mon, Mar 14 6:30pm   ZOOM prayer group 
Tue, Mar 15 10:00am  Mary/Martha Circle 
Wed, Mar 16 10:00am  Crafters 
  7:00pm   Session 
Thu, Mar 17 ST PATRICK’S DAY 

6:00pm   Bells Rehearsal 
7:00pm   Brass+ Rehearsal 

Sun, Mar 20 9:30am   Youth Group 
10:30am  *WORSHIP 
Missions Presentation: ElderTLC 
12:00pm  Lenten study, BYOLunch   

Mon, Mar 21 6:30pm   ZOOM prayer group 
Wed, Mar 23 7:00pm   Worship Committee 
Thu, Mar 24 6:00pm   Bells Rehearsal 
  7:00pm   Brass+ Rehearsal 
Sun, Mar 27 10:30am  *WORSHIP 
  Missions Presentation: OGHS 
Mon, Mar 28 6:30pm   ZOOM prayer group 
Tue, Mar 29  National Vietnam War Veterans Day 
  12:00pm  Lenten study, BYOLunch   
Wed, Mar 30 6:30pm   DEA Committee 
Thu, Mar 31 6:00pm   Bells Rehearsal 
  7:00pm   Brass+ Rehearsal 
 

March 29 is National Vietnam War Veterans Day in the United 
States. First observed in 2012, it honors the US military members 

who served during the Vietnam War (1955-1975). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

March 1  Don Hall 
March 4  Joe Ellis 
March 5  Sara Bawulski 
March 8  Rudy Richards 
March 9  Mark Hamblin 
March 10   Joan Coombs 
March 11  Darlene Kelley 
March 12  Michele Coombs 
March 15 Haley Anfinson 

Martin 
March 21  Walter Coombs 
March 21  Trevor Hoyt 
March 31  Jim Symonds 
 

*ONLINE LINKS FOR WORSHIP SERVICE: 
 
Live Zoom Service: https://zoom.us/j/98152678098 
Live on Facebook: www.facebook.com/epcchurch/  
EPC website: https://www.epcchurch.org/home (For the 
downloadable Order of Worship and other information) 
 
ZOOM prayer group: 
Zoom link: https://zoom.us/j/4268406021 

. 

 
 

During the Sundays of Lent, you are 
invited to join us in the Fireside room 
for a time of study and prayer, as we 
consider additional ways to reach our 
community with the good news of 
Jesus and his love. Bring your own 
lunch with you and take advantage of 
this informal time of learning and 
preparation to impact our world for 
Christ. Our time together will begin at 
12 noon and run for approximately 1 
hour. Let’s journey and grow together!  
 
The Sundays of Lent are: March 6, 13, 
20, 27 and April 3 and 10. 
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Phone  602-996-4245 
Fax       602-996-5482 
E-mail  office@epcchurch.org

  

Reverend Tom Voigt 
Pastor 

Tom.Voigt@epcchurch.org  
 

 Lori Page 
Office Administrator 

lori.page@epcchurch.org  
 

Jeannie Cochell 
Editor, The WORD 
word@epcchurch.org 

 

We’re on the Web! 

www.epcchurch.org 

f 
“Friend” us 

on 
Facebook! 

Worship Service: 
10:30am - Sunday 

ONLINE & 
IN PERSON 

 
Office Hours: 

Tuesday – Friday 
9:00am – 2:00pm 

Please call for 
appointment 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

Word List: 

Accept, Believe, 
Brother, Care, 
Character, Commit, 
Concern, Consistent, 
Disciple, Encourage, 
Ethical, Everyone, 
Forgive, Foundation, 
Genuine, Grace, 
Honest, Jesus, Joy, Log, 
Love, Measure, 
Merciful, Need, Poured, 
Pressed down, Receive, 
Relationship, Reward, 
Running over, Sacrifice, 
Sensitive, Serve, Shaken 
together, Thanks, 
Unselfish 

Bible Word Search:  Live to Benefit Others 

All the words listed below are in the puzzle - left, right, up, down or diagonally. 

The WORD is published monthly as a way of keeping in touch and getting to know our church family and all the 
happenings of our church.  Articles, updates and other pertinent content is welcomed and encouraged. 

Please email or drop off items at church office before the 20th of each month for the next edition. 
Receive each issue automatically by email word@epcchurch.org.  Please use word@epcchurch.org or 

jecochell@gmail.com to contact Jeannie. 
 

EMMANUEL 
PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCH 
3839 E Shea Blvd 

Phoenix, AZ 85028-3445 
 

 

www.christianbiblereference.org  

Face masks are to be worn 
at your discretion when you 

are on campus. Please do 
not come on campus if you 

are feeling unwell. 
 
 


