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It takes many hands to do God’s work and we certainly had that this summer at Barn-

yard Roundup! We had about 30 volunteers for 47 children! Thank you, parents, for 

making VBS a part of your child’s summer. Thank you to our invaluable volunteers for 

making the effort and taking the time out of your summer to come serve your LORD 

and His little lambs. Finally, thank you to all of you church members, VBS parents, and 

children for donating the funds for snacks, supplies, and to our VBS mission offering, 

“Tin Roofs for Africa.” We raised $240.86 together to help build tin roofs for the church-

es in Africa! However, it doesn’t end there…Elm Grove Lutheran School has decided to 

keep the collection coming for our 1st semester offering designation for the 2016-2017 

school year! We would love for you to help us try to reach our goal of $2,000 which will 

purchase enough supplies to build ONE WHOLE ROOF! If you are interested in helping 

us meet our goal, you can pick up one of the envelopes from our tin roof display down 

in the church lobby near the blue doors, fill the envelope with your donation, and drop it 

off in the red mailbox or send it to the church office. (more pictures on p. 13) 

Vacation Bible School, 2016 



 

 

From the Pastor 

 
“Land of the Free?” 
 

The month of July is traditionally filled with patriotic 

themes and activities. We celebrate the United States 

of America as the “Land of the Free.” 

This year, however, we have to ask this question:  

“Is the U.S.A. any longer the ‘Land of the Free’?” 

The question pertains primarily to the “free exer-

cise” of religion, as guaranteed by the First Amend-

ment in the Bill of Rights. The question is raised be-

cause it has become apparent that religion, especially 

conservative Christianity, is under attack in our be-

loved country. 

Some 14 months ago a major presidential candidate 

proclaimed the following:  “And deep-seated cultural 

codes, religious beliefs and structural biases have to 

be changed.” [Hillary Clinton, Sixth Annual Women in 

the World Summit, Washington, D.C., April 23, 2015] 

Thus we are witnessing more and more assaults by 

both federal and state governments to force their un-

derstanding of religious values down the throats of 

others rather than ensuring the “free exercise” of reli-

gion by all. There is an entire litany of such assaults, 

but they include the following: 

 Attempts to force faith-based organizations to 

pay for abortifacients (as supposed “health care”) 

and act against both conscience and religious 

beliefs. 

 Attempts to force faith-based organizations both 

to accept and support human sexuality conclu-

sions that are contrary to deeply-held religious 

beliefs [e.g., same-sex marriage, homosexuality, 

& use of scouting organizations to push the 

agenda]. 

 Attempts to confine religious expression by mili-

tary chaplains to public worship services in a 

chapel but restrict such expression in other ven-

ues. 

 Attempts by states to force compliance by reli-

gious educational institutions by withholding fed-

eral and state funding until compliance is met 

[see, for example, the attack against higher reli-

gious education in California Senate Bill 1146]. 

 

These are real and consistent threats to the “free 

exercise” of religion in the U.S.A., and the attacks will 

become increasingly more severe and more frequent. 

They will not go away. 

What is particularly disappointing, and even frighten-

ing, to your pastors is the rapidity and depth to which 

even Elm Grove Lutheran members have been influ-

enced by these cultural and political assaults. Attitudes 

vary from “we just have to accept it (nothing I can do 

about it)” to “as long as it doesn’t directly affect us 

here in this place.” Neither extreme is either helpful or 

protective of the freedom guaranteed to us in the U.S. 

Constitution. 

So, what can be done? 

First of all, begin to pray to Almighty God that this 

great country of ours, the supposed “land of the free,” 

will not go down in dust like so many other countries 

and empires throughout human history. 

Secondly, find your voice! 

 Instead of merely accepting what you think to be 

reality, and instead of thinking that you can iso-

late our congregation from the culture wars sur-

rounding it, go on the offensive! Don’t be afraid 

to voice your opinions, both publicly and private-

ly. 

 Know that your vote in political elections is cru-

cial. Elections do matter! Do NOT vote for candi-

dates who do not hold your religious beliefs or 

whose agendas run contrary to the “free exer-

cise” of religion. 

 Regularly, and persuasively, contact your elected 

representatives at both the state and federal lev-

els. Whether you believe it or not, they do pay 

attention to citizens when a sufficient number of 

citizens speak up and insist on being heard. 

Finally, be responsible members of the congregation, 

supporting and undergirding your religious leaders so 

that all of us can continue to proclaim the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ, not just in the confines of our church & 

school buildings but in the public arenas as well. 

Happy Independence Day! 

 

 

Larry W. Myers 

Pastor 
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EGL After Hours 

  

Join fellow EGL members for an evening of music, 

food, and fellowship at Brookfield's Sharon Lynne Wil-

son Center for the Arts, on Friday, July 8. 

  Four Guyz in Dinner Jackets, Wisconsin's premier 

doo-wop group, will entertain with "Everything Old is 

New Again."  "Whether you are young, old, or some-

where in between, their music will have you clapping, 

tapping, and singing along."  Classic Car Night will also 

be there that evening. 

  This is a family friendly venue, and we encourage 

you to invite your friends! Concerts are free and start at 

6:30 p.m. 

  Meet about 6:00 p.m.. Look for your EGL friends on 

the lawn surrounding the outdoor theatre.  A picnic 

supper will be served with soda, wine, and beer.  You 

may bring a small appetizer, salad, or dessert to 

share.  A free-will offering will be accepted.  Don't for-

get your lawn chair! 

  RSVP to Luanne Schaefer at 262-784-3106 or Hel-

en Moore at 262-788-5229, or call the church office to 

reserve your place under the stars. 
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With Grateful Thanksgiving…. 

 

On Sunday, June 5, EGL thanked and honored 

three of the Lord’s workers for their service. 

Carol Gray, retired as EGL Executive Manager  

Richard Ewert, 45 years as organist. 

Bessie Fick, 25 years of International Student 

Ministry. 

A Spanferkel [pig roast] and potluck were held in 

their honor. Thank you to all who attended and 

participated in the festivities. 



 

 

Stewardship Principle 

Seeing the Light 

 In our Lord’s 

parable of the 

vineyard work-

ers, the vine-

yard owner says 

to those who 

worked the 

longest, “Or do 

you begrudge my generosity” (Matthew 20:15)? It’s 

an unfortunate translation. It’s not wrong, but it 

doesn’t give us the full picture. What the vineyard 

owner actually says is this: “Or is your eye evil be-

cause I am good?” Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus 

said, “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye 

is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if 

your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of dark-

ness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is 

the darkness” (Matthew 6:21–23).  

      This statement comes right in the middle of our 

Lord’s teaching about giving. He said, “Do not lay up 

for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 

rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where nei-

ther moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not 

break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also. 

      The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye 

is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, but if 

your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of dark-

ness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is 

the darkness! No one can serve two masters, for ei-

ther he will hate the one and love the other, or he will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You can-

not serve God and money” (Matthew 6:19–24).  

      Having an evil eye does not let in the light. 

Having an evil eye means that we are so focused on 

what we don’t have, that we are unable to rejoice in 

what God has given. An evil eye makes us distressed 

when we see others prosper. It makes us rejoice 

when others suffer. An evil eye makes us so love our-

selves and our money that we don’t want to share 

with others; we don’t want to give of what we have 

because we are so focused on keeping what we have 

and getting what we don’t. 

      Whereas a good eye is an eye that lets the light 

in so that our lives are filled with it. This light shines 

upon all that we have and reveals that it comes from 

our Father’s divine goodness and mercy. A good eye 

that lets in the light, unencumbered by the darkness, 

so that we have a good will, a benevolent disposition, 

and a genuine happiness to see others prosper and 

the desire to be part of it.  

      Jesus came to give you a good eye and to take 

away the darkness that fills your life. Christ our Lord, 

through His death and resurrection, has forgiven your 

sin, removed your evil eye and given you a new eye 

that lets in His light and truth. “For you know the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was 

rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 

his poverty might become rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9). 

      The reality is that you have all that you need 

and more. You have the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

You have the forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. 

You have house and home, all that you need for this 

body and life. So, lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy. And you 

will see that your hearts will follow, just as Jesus 

promised. 
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With thanksgiving to God! 

$242,100 has been received through 

June 27. The following is how that mon-

ey has been allocated:  

 $49,420 to the Lutheran High School 

Association  

$192,680 into 3 LCEF accounts: 

1)  $98,840 for maintenance 

  2)  $56,775 for debt reduction 

3)  $37,065 for future needs 

Women in Mission 

The evening group of LWML 

will meet on Monday, July 11, 

2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the Friend-

ship Library. The activity for this 

meeting will be assembling the ingredients for 

“Friendship Tea” into individual plastic zip bags. Also 

on the agenda will be reports of the SWD LWML 

Convention. It will be quite interesting to find out 

what Mission Grants were selected by the voting 

delegates and knowing who the new officers are for 

the 2016-2018 Biennium. Please plan to attend. 

It is interesting to note that the National Mission 

Grants are for worthwhile mission projects in the 

United States of America and also in foreign mission 

fields. National Mission Grant #4 is for $120,000 for 

“Renovation of Seminary Buildings in Nige-

ria.” 

The buildings of the Jonathan Ekong Memorial 

Seminary in Nigeria were built in the 1940s and are 

in much need of repair. Plans for resurfacing the 

floors and walls; replacing roofs and ceilings; re-

placing all electrical and plumbing installations; 

treating the termite problem; and painting of the 

buildings is what is in store for the seminary. 

This will make a big difference for students and 

professors. This is how the mites that are donated 

throughout the various districts of the LCMS are be-

ing used in the mission field. To God be the glory! 

The Lutheran Church in Nigeria is the oldest partner 

church in Africa of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 

Synod. We can also give thanks to God for the in-

crease of students at this seminary. These are the 

future pastors of The Lutheran Church in Nigeria. 

Our LWML appreciates all of the mite contribu-

tions of congregation members. When you fill your 

mite box, please put it in the big LWML Mite Box 

near the LWML bulletin board or drop it off at the 

church office.  Thank you very much. 

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 

I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:19-20 

    Barbara Kurth 
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Keep those cans coming! 

 

The PreK program is using the 

funds from aluminum can recy-

cling to assist with classroom ex-

penses (books, supplies, and manipulatives) not 

covered under the school budget. 

Thanks to the hard work of Dennis Braun, Jim 

Olson, and Jim Huebschen, we now have a wire 

mesh top to the aluminum can enclosure to en-

sure the stored cans are secure. 

Please put your cans in the smaller drop-off 

container next to the dumpster enclosure.  No 

need to rinse or double 

bag...we'll take care of eve-

rything! 

Thank you for your contin-

ued support of EGLS...any 

questions, please contact 

PreK teacher Mrs. Margrett 

at dmargrett@egl.org or 

262-641-0806. 

mailto:dmargrett@egl.org
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Directory Changes 

We will miss -  

Frank Wickert †, by death (Deepest apologies that 

this notification was overlooked in the June Seasons)  

 

Heidi Hamilton & Family  
Transferred to Epiphany LC, Kenmore, WA 
  
James & Beth Huxsol  
Released to Cross of Life LC, ELCA  

 

We welcome:  

 MASON Hornburg, by baptism   

 By Confirmation  
Ryan Beckley  
Gregory D’Agostino  
Frank Eichelberger 
John Elvers  
Samuel Ewert  
Gabrielle Harner  
Lydia Ohde  
Joseph Rentmaster  
Julianne Skovgaard  
Madeline Wilinski  
Kelsey Wegner  
Nicholas Weinbauer  
Austin Williams 
 

Name Change:  
Mrs. Allison (Bessert) Cebulla  
 
 

Address/Phone Changes: 
William & Lisa Brazelton  
1010 Genesee St.  
Waukesha, WI 53186 
 
Jared & Katie Duncan  
14246 Sonco Ave.  
Windermere, FL  64786 
 
Alex Eichelberg  
12410 Almeda Trace Circle #1535 
Austin, TX  78727 
 
Heidi Hamilton  
7211 175th St. SW  
Edmonds, WA  98026 
 
Tom & Marilyn Hinz  
7258 Litchfield Ct.  
Long Grove, IL  60060 
 
Judy Hogan  
262-455-1013 
 
Bobby & Margie LaFond  
14045 W. Kostner Lane  
New Berlin, WI  53151 
 
Gladys Smith  
17390 Crest Hill Dr. Apt. 203 
Brookfield, WI 53045 
 
Eric & Terri Tillich  
2770 Woodbridge Ct.  
Brookfield, WI 53008 

Congratulations 

EGL would like to congratulate high school graduates Anna Bangle and EJ Halvorson 
for the various scholarships and awards they received. 

Anna Bangle  is the daughter of 

David & Yvonne Bangle. She 

recently graduated from 

Waukesha South to Carroll Col-

lege in the Fall. Anna was 

awarded eight scholarships and 

awards totaling over $26,000.  

Elise Halvorson (EJ)  is the 

daughter of Neil Halvorson and 

Karen Spors. She graduated from 

Brookfield Central High School 

and is going to Florida State Uni-

versity. EJ was awarded four 

scholarships and awards totaling 

over $72,000. 

God’s Blessings to all our EGLC graduates.  
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Our Life Together. Giving to others what God gives us. 
The word stewardship is often associated with monetary gifts, but our 

EGL brothers and sisters in Christ, some who have been profiled in Sea-

sons’ Faces of Stewardship, are proof that it means more than that to 

those within our church. As the free and joyous activity of the baptized, 

stewardship involves managing the gifts God gives us: time, talents and 

treasure.  
Stewardship is indeed something over which the individual steward and 

congregation can and should celebrate. Why? Because stewardship is not 

about what we do, about what we decide to give or even how we decide 

to give.  

As the LCMS defines it, Christian stewardship is the free and joyous ac-

tivity of God’s family — the 

church — in managing life’s resources for His purposes. This stew-

ardship is free and joyous because everything we have been cre-

ated to steward comes to us from God. St. James writes: “Every 

good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 

the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow 

due to change. Of his own will he brought us forth by the word of 

truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his creatures” (JAMES 1:17-18). Our Lord does not burden with 

gifts. In fact, Luther’s explanation to the First Article of the Creed reminds us that our Father in heaven gives 

these gifts “only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy without any merit or worthiness in me.” The Lord 

sets the crown of His creation in a position to manage those gifts in a way that is pleasing to Him and joyful for 

us! When stewardship is seen this way, how can one NOT celebrate stewardship?  

Celebration Begins With Repentance  

Because of human being’s desire to claim ownership rather than gratefully receive gifts, we have lost our 

ability to celebrate stewardship. So there is only one true 

solution. Our move from dreading stewardship to celebra-

tion of stewardship begins with repentance. But even this is 

a gift from God! This is how the Holy Spirit becomes the 

key player in our celebration of stewardship. He is the One 

who calls us by the Gospel. Stewardship, and the celebra-

tion thereof, can never start with us! It starts with the work of the Lord through the Word convicting us of sin 

and leading us back to what Jesus has already accomplished for us on the cross. With cross-won forgiveness of 

sins, fallen stewards are fully restored to the role for which they were created. As St. Paul reminds us, 

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has 

come” (2 COR. 5:17). We are forgiven of our ownership and restored by grace to stewardship. 

As forgiven and restored stewards, we are then freed from the fear of losing. We know that we ourselves 

are not lost. We also know that the loss that we experience in this world, while it can be stinging and uncom-

fortable, is only temporary. We know that a day is coming when all of what we see will be fully restored to its 

Eden-like glory in the resurrection! So if it is known, by grace through faith in Jesus Christ, how this whole 

journey will end why would anyone want to willingly crucify their joy and celebration? Redeemed and restored, 

the only faithful response can be celebration!   

           Source: lcms.org, StewardCAST newsletter, June issue  

 
Christian stewardship is the free and joyous 
activity of God’s family — the church — in 
managing life’s resources for His purposes. 

 

Every good gift and every perfect 
gift is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights… 

Visit the synod’s web site, lcms.org, for additional information and inspiration. 



 

 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL: Matthew 5:16 says, “Let your light shine before men, that they 
may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  The spirit of God goes to 
work on sinful man.  Through the Law, He works sorrow over sin, and through the Gospel 
He works faith in Christ.  When Christ comes into our hearts by His Spirit, we are brought 
to shine for Christ in the dark places of this world.  We are to be very careful not to ob-
scure the light by giving in to sin.  When we give in to sinful habits our light is dimmed 
more and more.  Before long others cannot see that we belong to Christ.  Christ puts His 
Christians in the dark places of the world to shine for Him and light the way for others.  
Live for Him a life that is true, and speak of Christ to others. 
 

We are currently gearing up for the 2016 - 17 school year. If you know someone who is interested in a quality 
Christian education, please speak with me.  I would be glad to visit with anyone to share the benefits of Luther-
an education and the educational ministry we provide at Elm Grove Lutheran. As I reflect upon the ministry that 
we have here at EGL, I thank you for your continued prayers, words of encouragement, and the financial com-
mitment that you, the congregation, provide year after year.  I am proud of the strong academic program and 
spiritual development that we offer.  Members of our faculty and staff go above and beyond their “call of duty” 
for the benefit of our students and their families. 
 
ACADEMIC AWARDS: Congratulations to the following for earning the Fourth Quarter Academic Awards: 

Honor Roll (3.60 – 3.68) 
5th Grade Seth Williams 
6th Grade Julia Elvers 
7th Grade Chloe Handrich, Tyler Ky 
8th Grade Gabrielle Harner, Joseph Rentmaster, Julianne Skovgaard, Austin Williams 
High Honor Roll (3.69 – 3.84) 
5th Grade Thomas Hipke, Brady Stamm, Matthew Stoll, Jacob Nelson 
7th Grade Megan Hedtke, Jamie Krueger   
8th Grade Frank Eichelberger, Lydia Ohde, Madeline Wilinski 
Principal’s Honor Roll (3.85 – 4.00) 
5th Grade Nicolas Daws, Madeline Hedtke, Ben Krueger, Parker Marriott, Luke Wilinski   
6th Grade Hannah Daws, Danielle Scepanski   
8th Grade Sam Ewert 

  
ALL FOUR QUARTERS: 

Honor Roll (3.60 – 3.68) 
5th  Grade Thomas Hipke, Jacob Nelson,   
7th Grade Chloe Handrich 
8th Grade Frank Eichelberger, Lydia Ohde, 
High Honor Roll (3.69 – 3.84) 
5th Grade Nicolas Daws, Ben Krueger, Parker Marriott, Matthew Stoll, Luke Wilinski, 
6th Grade Danielle Scepanski 
7th Grade Jamie Krueger, Megan Hedtke 
8th Grade Madeline Wilinski 
Principal’s Honor Roll (3.85 – 4.00) 
5th Grade Madeline Hedtke 
6th Grade Hannah Daws    

 8th Grade Sam Ewert 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL INFORMATION/FORMS: Will be emailed out the first week in July. 
 
SAVE THE DATE: Mark your calendars for the “Back to school Picnic” on Tuesday, August 16. 
 
SCHOOL CALENDAR:  All dates for the 2016-2017 school year have been added to the Google calendar on 
our website page. Check it out! 

10 



 

 

 

Class of 2016 
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T-ball 2016 
 

Thanks to the various 
volunteers each week, 
EGL’s T-ball league 

has again been a huge  
success.  

Each Wednesday for the past 
month, 112 children and 
their families have been en-
joying our annual T-ball 
league. We thank Peter & Ter-
ry Holzwart and Brian Leone 
for their leadership of this 
event for EGL members and 
the community. We also thank 
Helen Moore and Jim & Diane 
Olson for their leadership in 
preparing food for the games.  



 

 

July Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”) 
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not included, 

please contact the church office. Thanks! 

July 1  

Elizabeth Pond  
 

July 2 

A-Brian & Kimberly Hughes  

A-Len & Joan Krebs    

Muriel Bingenheimer (92) 

Judy Hansen  

Sharon Katzer  

Helen Moll  

Mollie Radewahn  
 

July 3  

A-Ken & Lisa Schuppner  

Jeraldine Bechtel  
 

July 4 

Andrew Alles  

Anna Bangle 

Joe Boudro  

Arlita Frantz 
 

July 5 

Barb Stamm  

John Thompson  
 

July 6  

Jackson Poppe 

Steve Rutley  
 

July 7 

A-Greg & Deb Margrett  

A-Tim & Peaches Senkbeil  

LaVerne Baldus (90) 

Neva Irelan  
 

July 8 

Laney Nicely  
 

July 9 

A-Don & Sandra Hahn 

Kirk Midtbo  

Justin Vega  

 

July 10 

Stephanie Carstedt   

Jeff Gresley 

Matthew Morateck  

Leona Roesch  
 

July 11 

A-Steve & Kathy Rutley  

Savannah Berry  

Nicole Kosmowski  

Jason Krueger  

Patricia Morateck  

Christine Rahardt  

 

July 12  

Dorothy Hilgendorf  

Nathan Pfeifer  
 

July 13  

A-Tim & Martha D’Agostino  

Jacqueline Hohn  
 

July 14  

Amber Alles  

Arlene Karki  

James Olson  

Susan Taylor  
 

July 15 

A-Ron & Brigid Harmeyer 

A-Fred & Irma Witzke  

Debra Baesemann  

Amy Weymier  

Haley Williams  

Jacob Wunsch  
 

July 16 

Wally Krueger (92)  

Bev Wegner  
 

July 17 

Tom Crowell  

Kate Leone  

Terry O’Brien  

Claire Schuppner  
 

July 18 

A-Tom & Lynn Crowell  

A-Tim & Teresa Stritesky  

David Bangle 

Emily Krueger  

Bernice McCloskey (94) 

Tim Stritesky   

Bob Tischer  

Karen Van Schaick  
 

July 19 

Mike Huxsol  

Josh Keck 

Carter Klein  

Taylor Luser  

Tyler Nelson  

Teri Nitschke  
 

July 20  

A-Kristina & John Poppe 

Rachel Wunsch  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 21 

A-Brenda & Jim Gibbons  

A-Ron & Meaghan Hessenthaler  

A-Richard & Marlene Schillfarth  

Owen Krueger  

Donna Kruse  

Margie LaFond 

Adeline Scheer (93)  

Carrigan Ward   
 

July 22 

A-Rebecca & Jeff Wilinski  

Kristen Elvers  

Bob Kowach  
 

July 23 

Joel Keck  

Kyle Keck  

Sue Knutson  

Amanda Villa  
 

July 24 

Jeffory Burke  

Juliette Gresely  

Angela Palmer  
 

July 25 

A-Scott & LaBree Paukner  

Harlan Bartsch  

Katie Scepanski  

Ryan Wegner  

Sue Wilcox  
 

July 26 

Matthew Antonczyk  

Kyle Schmalzer  

Dorothy Schmidt  

Helen Schmidt  
 

July 27 

A-Mary & Prakash Mhambrey  

Rob Diehl  

Marlene Machut  
 

July 28 

Nicolas Daws  

Cliff Menges  

Kameron Poppe  
 

July 29 

A-Jim & Diane Olson  

Jack Boinski  

Jay Weymier  

Luke Wilinski  
 

July 30  

A-Keith & Jill Kumlien  
 

July 31 

Erin Erdmann  

Jane Neill  

Stacey Setzer  

One nation under God... 
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Vacation Bible School 
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