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tate both their faith and their holy living according to
our calling in life.” [God has called His faithful from
many different walks of life; we are not the first generation of Christians. Thus, we should look to the past as
we follow Christ in our day and age.]

From Your Pastor
Yes, in the calendar of Commemorations in the front of
the Lutheran Service Book, our hymnal, St. Valentine
is listed on February 14. Thus, February 14 is a recognized day in the Church calendar! But to fully appreciate St. Valentine’s Day and celebrate it appropriately,
it’s important to know the ‘rest of the story.’

“Their [those faithful who have gone before us] defense of the fundamental beliefs of the Christian faith
and/or their virtuous living have caused these individuals to stand out over time as persons worthy of recognition. In every case, the purpose of our remembrance
is NOT that we honor these saints for their own sake,
but as examples of those in whom the saving work of
Jesus Christ has been made manifest to the glory of
His holy name and to the praise of His grace and mercy.”

Valentine was a martyr; that means he was a Christian
who died because of his witness for Jesus Christ. In
fact, the word “martyr” comes from the Greek language, meaning to bear witness. Martyrs, thus, are
Christians who continue to bear witness right up until
the point of death. Valentine refused to renounce his
faith in our Lord and thus was executed.

Note that the Scriptures and our Confessions do not
tell us to pray to the saints, but to thank God for them
and to be encouraged by their examples. Even as you
give thanks to God for parents, grandparents, pastors,
and teachers whom you knew and who taught you the
faith, you can also thank God for faithful Christians
from centuries past. Have a happy St. Valentine’s Day!

He was initially a physician and priest living in Rome
during the reign of Roman Emperor Claudius. During
an age when many Christians were being martyred,
Valentine became one of the noted martyrs of the
third century. The commemoration of his death, which
occurred in A.D.270, became a part of the calendar of
remembrance in the Early Church of the West. Tradition suggests that on the day of his execution for his
Christian faith, Valentine left a note of encouragement
for a child of his jailer written on an irregularly shaped
piece of paper. This greeting became a pattern for millions of written expressions of love and caring that
now are the highlight of Valentine’s Day in many nations.
On the Commemorations page of LSB you will find this
quote from the Augsburg Confession Article 21: “Our
churches teach that the remembrance of the saints is
to be commended in order that we may imitate their
faith and good works according to our calling.” If we
are a physician or other medical person, we can look
to Valentine (or Luke) for encouragement. If we are a
government official, we can look to King David or Daniel as a government adviser, etc.

Almighty and everlasting God, You kindled the flame of
Your love in the heart of Your holy martyr St. Valentine, allowing him to keep the faith until the very end.
Grant to us, Your humble servants, a similar faith and
the power of love, that we who rejoice in Christ's triumph over death and the
grave may embody His love
in our lives in service to You
and those we love; through
Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

That same page goes on to explain that there is “great
benefit in remembering the saints whom God has given to His Church. The Apology of the Augsburg Confession (Article 21) gives three reasons for such honor.
First, we thank God for giving faithful servants to His
Church. [Such faithful servants are instruments of God
used preserve the Church from generation to generation.] Second, through such remembrance our faith is
strengthened as we see the mercy that God extended
to His saints of old. [If God had mercy on them, He
can and has promised to have mercy on us, too.]
Third, these saints are examples by which we may imi-

Pastor Skovgaard
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The LWML morning
group will be meeting on Wednesday,
February 6, 2019 in
the Bartelt Activity
Center at 10:00 a.m.
The Bible study will
focus on Mark 4:3541, where Jesus
calms the storm.
“Shh! Peace. Be Still.” is found on pages 18-19 in the
winter issue of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. In our
own lives, we can experience “storms” of physical,
mental, emotional, and spiritual stress. At these times
we look to Jesus for help and guidance for peace in
our lives. We will be studying several Bible verses to
reinforce the theme. “Be still and know that I am
God.” Psalm 46:10a

world. This mission grant will go toward the shipping
of 35,500 handmade quilts.
The giving of mites goes to support mission grants for
the South Wisconsin District LWML at 75% and the
National LWML at 25%. Thank you for your support
when you donate
your mites by filling
up your mite boxes
and returning them to
our church – either in
the big Mite Box at
the LWML bulletin
board in the lower
lobby or by dropping
the mite boxes off at
the counter in the Fellowship Library.
An upcoming event sponsored by our South Wisconsin
District LWML is the Leader Development Workshop
on Saturday, March 23, 2019 at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church in Waukesha, WI. The purpose of this
workshop is to give LWML women the chance to grow
in their faith and service to the Lord. Registration for
the workshop begins at 8:30 a.m. with the program
beginning at 9:00 a.m.

The mission grant goal for the National LWML was set
at $2,075,000 for the 2017-2019 biennium. Of the 22
mission grants, ten mission grants have been fully
funded, and twelve
have been partially
funded. We pray that
by the 2019 national
convention in June
2019, all of the mission grants will be
funded. One of the
National LWML Mission
Grants
is
“Lutheran World Relief Quilt and Kit
Shipping Fund” for
$80,000, which has
been partially funded. Lutheran World Relief collects
handmade quilts from Lutheran Churches throughout
our country to send to needy people throughout the

“And whatever you do in word or deed, do it all in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.” Colossians 3:17

Barbara Kurth

BREAD & FISH
THANK YOU for your continued support of our
clothing and food program here at EGL. Jim Olson and Ron Wegner
delivered 36 boxes of
clothes and four boxes
of food to Bethany Lutheran Church at 38th
& Lloyd St. on January
15. Pictured are Pastor
Chris Ikanih and one
of his helpers .
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FACES OF STEWARDSHIP: YOUR ELECTED LEADERSHIP
The main purpose behind the “Faces of Stewardship” articles over the last number of years has been to highlight the importance and essential participation of volunteers here at Elm Grove Evangelical Lutheran Church.
We acknowledge and understand that service to our Lord is freely given through love and faith with no thought
of self, but we also hope that the efforts and personal experience of these active members will inspire and motivate others to get involved in various ways in our church. We place in front of you those whom you have
elected as officers to serve and lead on the six constitutionally mandated boards. All of the boards meet eleven
times a year but members also give of their time to prepare for these meetings by serving on various committees within each board. We sincerely thank all of these board members for their service to Elm Grove Lutheran
Church and School.
The Board of Finance has
the responsibility of overseeing the Work Program
Committee, monitoring and
comparing actual receipts
and expenses with what is
expected, and developing a
long-term financial forecast
for the congregation. They
also establish and monitor
banking relationships and
cover all insurance needs.
The Comptroller is an advisory member of the Board
of Finance. Board members serve two-year terms. From left: Layton Gehrke, Valerie Menges, and Christine
Daws. Forrest Schumacher is the fourth member of the Board of Finance.

CHILDCARE – HELP NEEDED
The Child Care Center of Elm Grove Lutheran continues
to serve a growing number of children and families. At
this time, nine current staff members serve more than
25 families with before and after school and daily care.
Due to increased interest, additional staff members are
needed. Please feel free to contact the Church and
School office (262-797-2970) for more information.
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AN INTERNATIONAL CHRISTMAS
A huge thank-you to the Wellers who
opened their warm home again to internationals on Christmas Eve after worship at
EGL! What a Christmas Eve, complete with
God's message of His salvation rooted in
the sending of His only begotten Son to die
for us. The evening included an incredible
banquet. This year we had two UWM visiting scholars (Wendy Zhang and Bangxin
Li); one MU graduate student (Zhehui Ni);
and one Lake Country Lutheran high school
student (Virtain Cheng) from China; Rev.
Boniface Kwangu, who is a retired Anglican
Bishop from Tanzania; David and Cindy
Busse; and both Prs. Skovgaard and Peters
and their families also joined us; and other
valued guests. We enjoyed great fellowship, delicious foods, pleasant conversation, and the singing of hymns.
Please note that, to many of these internationals, this is their very first time being invited to an American
home to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ on their very first Christmas in the USA with Americans. They really
appreciated this
opportunity
as
they
excitedly
posted photos in
their circles of
friends and families. Thanks God
and Glory to Him
in the Highest!
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LENTEN SUPPER SCHEDULE

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES

Lent will start on Ash Wednesday, March 6. We are
looking for groups who would be willing to prepare
and host a light supper at 5:00 p.m. prior to the
6:30 p.m. Wednesday Lenten services. Soup, sloppy joes, etc. are perfect! If interested, please contact the church office for more information.

We will miss:
Jerry Klauck
Transferred to Prince of Peace LC
Mequite, NV
Name Change:
Mrs. Rebecca (Burhop) Butler
Mrs. Lisa (Pfeiffle) Burant

Wed., March 6—Available
Wed., March 13—Available
Wed., March 20—Available

Address/Phone Changes:
Elaine Olson
777 N. Brookfield Rd. #35
Brookfield, WI 53045

Wed., March 27—Available
Wed., April 3—Available
Wed., April 10—Available

Planning for the future is hard when you’re still paying
for the past! There’s a better way! Join the upcoming Financial Peace University group, and we’ll learn
how to beat debt and make a plan for the future . . .
together!
Interested?
Join
us
at
Elm
Grove Evangelical Lutheran Church starting on Wednesday, Feb. 13, 2019. Feel free to message Laura Traas
at traaslm112@sbcglobal.net or Tim Senkbeil
at timmy0479@yahoo.com if you have questions or sign
up at https://fpu.com/1082542!
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What is Amazonsmile? AmazonSmile is a simple
and automatic way for you to support your favorite
charitable organization every time you shop, at no
cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com,
you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection
and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will
donate a portion of the purchase price to EGL. You
use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or
baby registry, and other account settings are also
the same.
Shop at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-0908369
and Amazon donates to Elm Grove Lutheran Church
& School. THANK YOU!

“As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might
be the Christ, John answered them all saying, ‘I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming,
the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
Luke 3:15-16
John the Baptist had been given an extremely important and daunting mission by God. He was to prepare the
way for the Messiah. He went about his mission with gusto and boldness. He baptized so many people and even
baptized Jesus. He was well known and had many followers. John had a very successful mission. John could
have very easily let his success and the amount of followers he acquired become a distraction for himself from
his mission. He did not. John could have easily allowed the power the people were thrusting on him become a
distraction from his mission. He did not. John, with the help of God, stayed focused on the mission of pointing
the people to the Christ. In our scripture reading, when the people began questioning whether John was in fact
the Christ, without wavering or hesitation, he pointed the people away from himself to Christ Jesus.
We too have the same mission as John the Baptist. We are to point people to the Christ. No matter how successful or dynamic we are, all of our gifts and talents are given by God to further his Kingdom. The mission of Elm
Grove Lutheran Church, School, and Child Care is that always, unwavering and without hesitation, to point anyone with which we connect to the Christ. Let us always remember, just as John the Baptist did, that in all things
we say and do, our mission is to point to Christ Jesus.
THIRD MID-QUARTER FEBRUARY 15, CONFERENCES FOLLOW ON
FEBRUARY 26 & 28
Friday, Feb. 15 ends the first half of Third Quarter of the school year. MidQuarter grades will be sent home on Wednesday, February 20. Parent Conferences for all PK3-Gr. 8 students follow on Feb. 26 and 28 from 4:00-8:00 p.m.
each evening.
2019-2020 SCHOOL REGISTRATION NOW OPEN
Registration for the 2019-2020 school year to begin next August opened
in January for all new and re-enrolling students. The re-enrollment process will involve registering online through Fast Direct, and the new enrollment procedure will involve completing registration forms available
from the School Office – contact us at 262-797-2970.
UPCOMING EVENTS/OPPORTUNITIES
Thursday - Feb. 14-17

44th Annual 5th/6th Grade Spirit Basketball Tournament
See p. 9 for details

Monday, Feb. 18

No School

Thursday, Feb. 28 Thursday, March 7

Book Fair in the CLC

Friday, March 1

Music Informance, Music Around the World
6:30 p.m. in the Gym

Wednesday, March 6

Science Fair in the Gym
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We held our annual Spelling Bee on January 7. Congratulations to all of our spellers!! You all did a
wonderful job and should be very proud of yourselves! School champion, Marjorie Eichelberger, will
represent EGLS at the Regional Spelling Bee in Pewaukee on February 21.

Above, l-r: Madeline Hedtke,
7th/8th Grade Champion and
Matthew Stoll, 7th/8th Grade
runner-up.

Above, l-r: Crystal Words, 3rd/4th
Grade runner-up and Zoe Keck,
3rd/4th Grade Champion.

Above, l-r: Christopher Words,
5th/6th Grade runner-up and
Marjorie Eichelberger, 5th/6th
Grade Champion. Chris and
Marjorie are also the ALL
SCHOOL runner-up and
Champion, respectively.
Our school will be hosting a Scholastic Book
Fair Feb. 28-March 7 in the Christian Life Center (lower hallway, across from the Pre-K classrooms.) Please stop in and check it out. Books
make great gifts for church buddies and as
Easter basket surprises.
Watch for dates and times to come to the
fair in the church and school newsletters
soon. If you are interested
in helping with setting up,
working the fair, or taking
the fair down, please contact Deb Margrett at
dmargrett@egl.org or
262-894-3446.
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The 44th Annual EGLS 5th & 6th Grade

SPIRIT BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Thursday, February 14 - Sunday, February 17
The 44th Annual 5th/6th Grade Basketball Invitational Spirit Tournament
tips off on Valentine's Day this year. Teams from across Southeastern Wisconsin will
descend upon Elm Grove Lutheran February 14-17. Four opening round games will
take place on both Thursday (girls) & Friday (boys) starting at 4:20 p.m., with 2nd and
3rd rounds taking place on Saturday & Sunday. Our own Elm Grove 4th-6th grade girls play at 6:30 p.m. on
Thursday and our 4th-6th grade boys at 6:30 p.m. on Friday. Not only will there be lots of great competition
on the court, but the always entertaining halftime contests - paper airplanes and 3-point & half court shots will take place along with the opportunity to enjoy a full menu of delicious food throughout the weekend.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED TO MAKE THIS EVENT A SUCCESS!
There are many ways to support this event:

�Donations of soda bottles, water bottles, and Gatorade bottles are now being accepted to stock up
the Concession Stand. (No cans, please.)

�You may volunteer to work shifts at the Admission Table or selling Concessions.
�Play with the Pep Band Thursday and/or Friday during the 6:30 p.m. game when our 4th-6th grade
teams will be competing.

�Come before the Saturday night service or after the Sunday late service to enjoy a delicious meal
from Concessions, located in the CLC.
For all these options, simply reach out to our day school's Band Teacher & Athletic Director, Scott Paukner spaukner@egl.org - to let him know how you'd like to help! GO, WILDCATS!
Alumni of EGLS and parents, relatives, and friends of current students are invited to play in the pep band for the
44th Annual Spirit Tournament. The band will play at
the EGL girls’ and boys’ games on Thursday, Feb. 14
and Friday, Feb. 15 respectively. Both games begin at
6:30 p.m. SO…dig out those instruments, brush off
the dust and get in shape to join the band for one or both of the games! Plan to meet
in the Music Center at 6:00 on both evenings. Please let Mr. Paukner
(spaukner@egl.org) or Mrs. Bessert (kbessert@egl.org) know if you plan to participate
and what instrument you will be playing so that we have enough music ready! And
spread the word – if you know of alumni in the area, please invite them!!
The EGL 8th grade students will be hosting a bake sale during the Spirit Tournament to raise funds for their trip to New Orleans in April. If you have never
had a chance to check out this bake sale, it is a sight to behold. There will be
a wide range of items such as cookies, cupcakes, bars, muffins, puppy chow,
caramel corn, coffee cakes, brownies, breads, and the like. The bake sale
dates are Friday, Feb. 15, from 4:20 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. and Saturday, Feb.
16, from 9:30 a.m. – 7:30 p.m. We will open on Sunday, Feb. 17, at noon if
there is bakery left. Stop by for some tasty homemade treats!
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FOCUS ON FACULTY
Katie Scepanski is in her 14th year teaching 1st grade here at Elm Grove
Lutheran and she is in her 16th year as a Lutheran educator. Katie was
born and raised in the Milwaukee area. She was a member of Mount Olive
Lutheran church for much of her childhood through her college years.
She has been a member at Elm Grove for the last 14 years since she received her call to serve here. Katie not only serves us here at Elm Grove
but she also is blessed to serve her family that consists of Jacob, her husband, and her two children, Danielle and Brandon. Danielle is currently
attending Martin Luther as a Freshmen and Brandon is in our 7th Grade
class here at Elm Grove. Katie has served Elm Grove running the VBS
program for many years and organizing the Race for Education fundraiser
in the Fall.
I was able to spend some time with Mrs. Scepanski’s first grade students
to ask them about her and all the things they love about Mrs. Scepanski.
Her students said the following: “She teaches us great things like spelling,
math, and social studies.” “She plays with us at recess and makes up fun
obstacle courses.” “She helps us if we can’t figure out something and she
challenges us.” “She makes us count in Spanish.”
The best thing that the students told me though was that Mrs. Scepanski tells them a lot about Jesus. Mrs.
Scepanski always lives out her faith through her words and especially through the way she interacts with the students. I had an opportunity to observe her teaching one day and the most prominent observation was the way
she always addressed her students in a kind and compassionate way focusing on the positive in any situation.
Mrs. Scepanski has also decided to take on a new challenge this
year working with the older students as the LEAD supervisor. She
is doing a fantastic job with that this year and is learning the joys
of working with older students as well as the younger students.
Katie is always trying to find ways to challenge and improve herself as a person and as a Lutheran educator. I am always encouraged and impressed by her willingness to step outside her comfort zone and grow as a person and teacher. We are truly blessed
to have Katie as part of our EGL church and school family.
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February Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not included,
please be sure to contact the church office. Thanks!

February 1
Sam Ewert
David Schmalzer
February 2
A-Tom & Pat Alles (62)
Jean Baesemann
Mark Ewert
Laura Struve
February 3
David Neill
Jeanne Pentler
February 4
Amalia Seeger
Bretta Speck
February 5
Tom Paasch, Sr.
Aidan Pritchard
February 6
A-Casey & Sharon Wierzchowski
February 7
Micaela Anderson
Elizabeth Ky
Megan Pritchard
Walter Tesch (90)
February 8
A-Rick & Nancy Ewert
Rev. David Ernst
Brian Gerber
Lynn Harner
February 9
Mia Halvorson
Kayla Pederson
Sam Thompson

February 10
Kayla Burk
Irma Koch
Daniel Patterson
February 11
Emily Andrew
Cheryl Kari
Nancy Kelley
Megan Stritesky

February 20
A-John & Miriam Soderland
Daniel Berry
Barbara Schumacher
Terry Sousek
February 21
Ruth Dare

February 12
Alysia Berg
Jeremiah Boudro
Caroline Thompson
February 13
Cara Corder
Pr. Egloff
February 14
James Ahnert
Katie Gerber
Luanne Schaefer
Becky Wilinski
February 15
Frank Eichelberger
Elaine Peppel (92)
Nathan Weiss
February 16
Katie Baesemann
Gary Baker
Theodore Gehrke
Emmie Lawton
Meghan Patterson
Kris Sousek
February 17
Peter Holzwart
Alexia Hoppe
February 19
Christine Daws
Daniel Garcia
Susan McNeely
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February 22
A-Chuck & Hazel Ewert (61)
Sherri Bond
Andrew Peters
Mikayla Zientek
February 23
David Busse
Karen McCarville
Andrew Niggemann
John Schaefer
February 24
Sophia Dean
John Elvers
Lianne Peters
February 25
Hannah D’Agostino
February 26
Julia Elvers
Kathy MacGillis
February 27
Jeff Jagusch
JoAnn Randall
February 28
Callie Hedtke

2019
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. M. Douglas Peters, Associate Pastor
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Larry W. Myers, Pastor Emeritus
Ms. Heather Corn, Principal
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be submitted for the next Seasons is
February 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday evenings, 5:30 p.m.

Communion on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays

SUNDAY MORNINGS, 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Communion on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays—8:00
Communion on 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays—10:45
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
Age 2 — adults
9:30 a.m.

School Chapel—Wednesdays, 8:40 a.m.

Don’t Miss Out! Save The Date…..
Plan to join us for an evening of candlelight dining,
dancing, and live music.

Sunday, April 14, 2019
Seatings from 4:45 – 7:15 pm
Held in the EGL Gym. Sponsored by the EGL youth.
Proceeds benefit EGL youth attending ‘Higher Things’ Youth Conference summer 2019

Reservations will begin on February 24, 2019

