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The Baptism of Jesus will be commemorated on Sunday, January 13

January, 2019

without its leader. Sam and his wife, Rose, and daughter, Angela, have not only been active members here
at EGL for over ten years, but they have also been actively involved in the Saturday night Chinese fellowship
for that whole time. For the last three years, following
the sudden death of retired Pastor Jerry Lange, Sam
has shouldered the responsibility of leading the Saturday night Chinese fellowship in Bible study and fellowship activities. I might add that he has done this while
serving a term on the Board of Christian Education and
as an usher for years. Although the residential seminary program was not a good fit for Sam and the Chinese ministry, the SMP program is tailor made for him.
Wisely, the voters saw the mission opportunity in Sam
to prepare a man for the Pastoral Office. He will reach
people we can’t in our own communities. We will get
to eavesdrop on foreign missions in our own backyard
as he undergoes a two-year vicarage here at Elm
Grove Lutheran Church.

From Your Pastor
The Merriam-Webster online dictionary defines the
word “sundry” as a synonym for “various or miscellaneous.” For the first lead article from the pastor for the
2019 calendar year, I have sundry issues to draw to
your attention.
PLEDGES: As of publishing time, the pledges received
by the Board of Stewardship on, and following, the November 17-18 weekend amounted to 113 pledges and
$497,751 pledged. This represents about a 20% decrease in pledges from last year. Because there was
not a focused, multi-week campaign leading up to
pledge weekend, it’s easy to see why the numbers
were down. And yet, it should be pointed out that,
even without much attention, 113 EGL households recognized that everything we have already belongs to
the LORD, and they were willing in faith to make a
commitment to the Church’s work. One of the great
Christian discipleship lessons is precisely that – every
time, talent, and treasure we have was given to us by
God, for us to manage well. In a very real, theological
sense, we do not own anything. We’re simply entrusted with stuff, and as we manage that stuff, God allows
us to participate with Him in the work He is already
doing.

SOUTH AFRICA: Late last spring I received a third
invitation to teach a short course at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane (Pretoria) in South Africa. After securing the necessary paperwork and approval, plans were made for me to teach a short twoweek course on the Pastoral Epistles (1 & 2 Timothy
and Titus) during their fall quarter, our spring. Yes,
that’s why we are going through those same books in
my Sunday morning study! Please know that some
very generous individuals at Elm Grove Lutheran
Church stepped forward to
fund this trip, so there is no
EGL budget impact. I have
appreciated EGL’s support
over the years in allowing me
to be gone for a couple of
weeks at a time to support our
partner church in South Africa.
Thank you!

BAAM: The Board of Stewardship has recently revised
their Be An Active Member form, with the goal of getting every adult member to fill one out again. Even if
you have done so in recent years, please fill it
out again. The form will come in the mail with your
end-of-the-year giving statement and can also be
found on pg. 7 in this issue of Seasons. The Board of
Stewardship intentionally developed this form to help
our members identify ways in which they can plug into
the church and school, by serving in various ways. As
we serve and give of ourselves, our relationships will
be enriched and we will see the Church in a new light,
something to be treasured and supported.

Pastor Skovgaard
To Jordan came the Christ, our Lord,
To do His Father’s pleasure;
Baptized by John, the Father’s Word
Was given us to treasure.
This heav’nly washing now shall be
A cleansing from transgression
And by His blood and agony
Release from death’s oppression.
A new life now awaits us.

SAM LEE: If you have been here at EGL for more than
a few weeks, you have met Sam Lee. He is, after all, a
one-man greeting machine! At our regular fall Voters
Assembly on Monday, September 17, Elm Grove Ev.
Lutheran Church voted to support Sam as he enters
the Specific Ministry Pastor Program, often shortened
simply to SMP. This alternate route to ordination was
developed to provide a path for seminary education
and ordination for men who are serving in very unique
ministry contexts. If they are removed from those situations for four years, as is typical for the residential
programs at both seminaries, then the expectation is
that that specific ministry context will wither and die
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The LWML morning
group will be meeting on Wednesday,
January 2, 2019 in
the Bartelt Adult Activity Center at 10:00
a.m. The Bible study,
“The
Shepherd’s
Peace” is found on
pages 16-17 in the
winter issue of Lutheran Woman’s Quarterly. Since we
are still in the Christmas season, the topic of shepherds hearing the good news of Jesus’ birth is quite
meaningful. Looking up Bible verses about shepherds
and how they fit into the society should provide a good
discussion. Plan to attend. Bring a friend.

God’s beautiful world
with many fun activities.
The cost of a week of
camping is about $400 a
week per child. For a lot
of the children, a camping week at LuWiSoMo
has been a spiritual experience combined with
the outdoor activities of camp life. These scholarships
will enable lower income children to attend a week of
camping at this beautiful facility in Wild Rose, WI.
LWML Winter Getaway will take place at the Wintergreen Resort in Wisconsin Dells on February 1-2, 2019.
This is planned as a Christ centered getaway with
some great hands on events. Key note speaker is Stephenie Hovland, an experienced teacher, writer and
speaker from Portage, WI. Pastor Barkley, Jr. Counselor will lead Bible studies, and Pastor Ikanih will speak
about mission grants that have helped Bethany’s mission ministry in the inner city of Milwaukee. Registration forms can be found on the website lwml-swd.org
with the deadline being January 4, 2019. If you have
questions, please contact Jean Kruse.

The LWML evening group will meet on Monday, January 7, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Library.
Bring plastic bags and a scissors for cutting strips to be
used in the mission project of sleeping mats for homeless people. Also, bring ideas for a most loved mission
project as we plan for the coming year. We can cut the
strips of plastic while we brainstorm for mission projects for 2019. Let’s start the New Year with good attendance.
Good news! The LWML South Wisconsin District Mission Grant #2 of “Concordia Theological Seminary
Food and Clothing Co-Op” for $10,000 has been fully
funded. This grant is for the purpose of buying food
for the Co-Op, which certainly will help seminary families to buy food at lower prices than a grocery store.

At this writing, the
total amount of mites
that have been donated by EGL LWML
is $1,025.02. Thank
you for all who have
contributed to mites.

The new mission grant is to fund “LuWiSoMo Scholarships for Lower Income Campers” for $20,000. During
the summer, LuWiSoMo offers camping weeks for children with an emphasis on learning and experiencing

“Go into all the world
and preach the good
news to all creation.”
Mark 16:14

Barbara Kurth

Sanctity of Life Service and
A Place of Refuge Annual Meeting
Elm Grove Ev. Lutheran Church is pleased to be hosting the
Milwaukee-area Life Service and APOR Annual Meeting this
year. Whether you are a long-time supporter of A Place of
Refuge Ministries or someone who would like to know more
about their ministry to pregnant women and the unborn, this
event is for you. Please join us. For more information or to
assist, contact Sue Schmalzer at 414-313-3888.
Sunday, January 13, 2019
3:30 p.m.
Service
4:30 p.m.
APOR Meeting
5:00 p.m.
Catered Meal
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FACES OF STEWARDSHIP: YOUR ELECTED LEADERSHIP
The main purpose behind the “Faces of Stewardship” articles over the last number of years has been to highlight the importance and essential participation of volunteers here at Elm Grove Evangelical Lutheran Church.
We acknowledge and understand that service to our Lord is freely given through love and faith with no thought
of self, but we also hope that the efforts and personal experience of these active members will inspire and motivate others to get involved in various ways in our church. Once again we place in front of you those whom you
have elected as officers to serve and lead on the six constitutionally mandated boards. All of the boards meet
eleven times a year but members also give of their time to prepare for these meetings by serving on various
committees within each board. We sincerely thank all of these board members for their service to Elm Grove
Lutheran Church and School.
The Board of Stewardship is responsible for directing the development of a
program embracing congregational
stewardship life in its fullest and complete meaning as taught in Holy Scripture including TIME, TALENTS, AND
TREASURES. They also interview congregation members for the Faces of
Stewardship article in Seasons. Members of the board serve for two years.
Current members are (l-r) Jim Huebschen, Sue Wilcox, Linda Hoffmann and
Jeff Timm.
The Bread & Fish committee wishes to thank
the EGL Grade School
and church members for the wonderful amount of food they brought
before the altar at Thanksgiving. We received food that filled 54 boxes, which were given to Hope and Mission of Christ Lutheran Churches. We also received generous monetary contributions in November
which will be distributed to four churches that we support for
their food pantries. Including the school chapel offering in November
the total contribution was $1373.39 THANK YOU for your gracious
support of our clothing and food program here at EGL.

BREAD & FISH

Mission of Christ
Food Pantry
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Advent by Candlelight 2018 was an afternoon

focused on preparing our hearts and homes for the celebration of the birth of Jesus in the messages of God’s
angels spoken in His Word and enhanced by the music
of the season. Ladies of all ages sat at beautifully decorated tables surrounded by faces aglow with candlelight.
We thank all who attended and invited a friend or family
member to join us. We especially thank those who
shared their time and talents with us: Karen Clark and
her sister, Karlene Joseph, for being our gracious emcees; Jean Bennett, Lynn Burhop, and Sue Knutson for
an inspiring program. We thank the Intrada Ringers and
Karla Bessert for the beautiful instrumental music. We
appreciate the advent wreath reflection readers Laura
Traas, Kelsey Lindholm, Kristen Murphy, and Meg Grelk,
as well as each of the table decorators for sharing their
lovely china, linens, and silver: Barb Alles, Jean Bennett, Karen Clark, Linda Hoffmann, Judy Hogan, Joan Knuteson, Sue Schmalzer, Shari Schulz, Barbara Thompson, and Irma Witzke. We also thank Sherri Bond and Jean
Kruse for warmly welcoming everyone. A big thank you to everyone who brought the delicious appetizers and
desserts and to Gayle Berry and Meg Grelk for receiving and arranging them. We are very thankful for our
“behind the scenes” crew who set-up and put away: Jean and Dave Bennett, Carole and Dennis Braun, Judy and
Jerry Hogan, Joan Knuteson, and Jim Olson.
Our mission recipient, Rev. Micah Wildauer,
LCMS missionary in Togo, West Africa, was
sent $ 460.00.
Most of all, we thank and praise God for all
His blessings, especially the gift of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus.

Judy Hogan & Carole Braun
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CAROL FEST 2018
The EGL sanctuary was dressed for Christmas
and filled with congregation members and
friends for Carol Fest on December 16. The
audience enjoyed singing or listening to nearly
twenty different carols with music provided by
church organist, Rick Ewert; the EGLS Band,
Orchestra and Jubilate Ringers; the Exultate
Ringers and Singers and instrumentalists Lynn
Crowell, Emily Ewert and Amy Weymier. Greg
Margrett served as narrator for the 10th edition of this annual event.

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
We Welcome:

Rev. David Ernst
100 Corrina Blvd. 321
Waukesha, WI 53186
Transferred from Christ The Life LC
The Office of the Inspector General (OIG) continues to receive reports from across the
country about fraudulent phone calls from people claiming to be from the Social Security
Administration (SSA.) Recent reports have indicated that unknown callers are using increasingly threatening language in these calls. The callers state, due to improper or illegal activity with a citizen’s Social Security number (SSN) or account, a citizen will be arrested or face other legal action if they fail to call a provided phone number to address
the issue. This is a scam; citizens should not engage with these calls or provide any personal information.

SSA employees do contact citizens, generally those who have ongoing business with
SSA, by telephone for customer-service purposes. However, SSA employees will never
threaten you for information; they will not state that you face potential arrest or other legal action if you fail to
provide information. In those cases, the call is fraudulent, and you should just hang up.
The OIG recently warned that some of these impersonation calls have “spoofed” SSA’s national customer service phone number, displaying 1-800-772-1213 as the incoming number on caller ID.
The Acting Inspector General urges citizens to be extremely cautious, and to avoid providing information such
as your SSN or bank account numbers to unknown persons over the phone or internet unless you are certain of
who is receiving it. If you receive a suspicious call from someone alleging to be from SSA, you should report
that information to the OIG at 1-800-269-0271 or online at https://oig.ssa.gov/report.
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A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
How many of our resolutions are actually kept? Every year with this fresh start, it is a great time to reflect on
how we can become a healthier person, a mentally stronger person, a kinder person, an overall better person.
We take time to reflect and see what areas of our lives have been struggles or not as successful as we would
have liked them to be and we make promises to change with every intention of keeping those promises. So often
we fail to keep those promises for any length of time. We cannot stand on the promises we make ourselves, New
Year’s resolutions are a clear example of that. However there is One whose promises we can always count on to
be kept. God will always keep his promises no matter what and that is something that we never have to contemplate. Praise be to God!
ENROLLMENT DEVELOPMENT COORDINATOR
It is with great pleasure that I announce Kaethe Ward has been offered the position of Enrollment Development
Coordinator. We are extremely excited to have her as part of our team to grow our school and child care. Her
position will begin shortly after the New Year.
STUDENTS RETURN JANUARY 3; SECOND QUARTER ENDS JANUARY 11
The half-way point of the school year arrives as students return to school on Wednesday, January 3. 2nd quarter
ends on Friday, January 11, and report cards will be distributed on Wednesday, January 16.
2018-2019 SCHOOL REGISTRATION OPENS IN JANUARY
Registration for the 2019-2020 school year to begin next August will open in January for all new
and re-enrolling students. The re-enrollment process will involve registering online through Fast
Direct, and the new enrollment procedure will involve completing registration forms available from
the School Office – contact us at 262-797-2970.
CHILDCARE – HELP NEEDED
The Child Care Center of Elm Grove Lutheran continues to serve a growing
number of children and families. At this time, nine current staff members
serve more than 25 families with before and after school and daily care.
Due to increased interest, additional staff members are needed. Please
feel free to contact the Church and School office (262-797-2970) for more information.

UPCOMING EVENTS/OPPORTUNITIES
Thursday, Jan. 3

School resumes

Monday, Jan. 7

Spelling Bee 3rd/4th Grade – 1:00 in Fellowship Hall
5th-8th Grade – 1:45 in Fellowship Hall

Monday, Jan. 14

No school

Wednesday, Jan. 23

Geography Bee 5th-8th Grade –12:45 in Fellowship Hall

January 27-February 1

National Lutheran Schools Week - info on page 9
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Teacher In-service

NATIONAL LUTHERAN SCHOOLS WEEK
January 28 – February 1, 2019
Elm Grove Lutheran School will be celebrating each day!
Sunday – Cherub and Middle School Choirs, Jubilate and Hosanna Ringers
participate in 8:00am and 10:45am worship services
Monday – “Fun in the Snow”

We will partner up with another LCMS School, St. Paul’s – Oconomowoc,
for some snow fun and socializing.
Grades 4-8 will go to St. Paul’s and the K- 3rd grades will meet at EGL.

Tuesday – Kid’s Heart Challenge Activity (Jump Rope for Heart)
Wednesday – Chapel families will participate in a service project sponsored by PAWS
Friday – High Interest Day
The EGLS boys 7/8 grade basketball team
opened up the season in mid November with
a tournament at Mt Olive Lutheran. The
boys played hard all weekend and won two
games against the home team, Mt Olive,
and against Our Redeemer. They came
away with the consolation trophy. Congratulations, guys! The boys started league
play in December. Go Wildcats!! The team
is coached by Ryan Stamm. Team members
are (l-r): Matt Stoll, Ben Krueger, Jacob Nelson, Thomas Hipke, Nick Daws, Tim Diven,
Parker Marriott, Brandon Scepanski, Seth
Williams, and Brady Stamm.
The 4th grade music
class, taught by Mrs.
Sherry Marose, played
preservice chapel music on Wednesday,
December 12. The
students played O
Come, O Come Emmanuel
beautifully.
Thanks, Mrs. Marose
and great job, 4th
graders!

9

The 1st and 2nd grade girls practice being angels for the Children’s
Christmas Service on December 19 entitled To Us A Child Is Born.

During the service
the 1st and 2nd
grade boys as
shepherds kneel
down to worship
the Baby Jesus as
Mary and Joseph
look on. Many
thanks to Verda
Barclay,
Mrs.
Paukner’s mother
for making the
costumes!

December physical education
is a lot of fun - roller skating!
Roller skates are available
for all students. Helmets are
also provided unless a student chooses to bring one
from home. On the last day
of the unit, the kids are
treated to a roller rink atmosphere complete with music and special lighting.
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The third graders enjoy a special
presentation about all kinds of rocks
by friends of Miss Ganswindt, Mr. &
Mrs. Mark Westen.

FOCUS ON FACULTY
This is the fifth year that we have been blessed to have Terri Elvers as part
of our faculty here at Elm Grove Lutheran. Terri was born in St. Louis, Missouri but moved to various locations because her father was a Lutheran
pastor. In 1992 Terri married Matthew Elvers, and in 1993 graduated from
Concordia University Wisconsin. Soon after graduation she joined Matt, who
was stationed at an Air Force base, in Montgomery, Alabama where she
taught at Trinity Lutheran for two years before moving back to Wisconsin
where she taught at Mt. Calvary, and at Christ the Life for three years.
Terri likes teaching because she likes communicating, sharing important information, and helping children prepare for a lifetime of serving the LORD.
She loves sharing the Good News! This is evident in how she interacts with
the students in her classes and especially her homeroom class. Terri is very
nurturing with the 5th grade students. The students are new to middle
school and it takes a little bit for them to learn the needed organization
skills. Terri is extremely
patient and kind as she
works with students on how to organize everything for
switching classes and learning the ways of middle school.
She is a nurturing and organized teacher and absolutely perfect for 5th Grade. The students also voiced this quality when
I asked them what was special about Mrs. Elvers. So many of
them said that she always encouraged them to never give up
and do their best.
One of Terri’s favorite Bible verses is Jeremiah 29:11 “For I
know the plans I have for you,”
declares the LORD, “plans to
prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.” Terri demonstrates the
trust she has in the Lord daily
through her actions and words.
She shares amazing devotions
and prayers with the faculty and
the students. She is truly a blessing to us here at Elm Grove Lutheran.
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2018 NEW MEMBER WELCOME AND COOK-OFF
Nearly 100 people gathered before the first Advent service of the season to welcome new faces and sample
delicious food lovingly made by EGL members and welcome new members to the EGL Family. Thank you to
everyone who came to the Advent chili, soup, and quick bread cook-off. It was a wonderful way to begin the
new church year and greet our new members. Competition was fierce with nine chili entries, seven soups,
and eleven quick breads. There was plenty of hearty comfort food to feed the hungry crowd!
CHILI, SOUP & QUICK BREAD COOK-OFF WINNERS
CHILI CATEGORY
1ST PLACE: Lynn Burhop…………….....Elk
2nd PLACE: Bruce Bessert……………….Spicy Hot
SOUP CATEGORY
1st PLACE: Shelly Skovgaard…………..Loaded Baked Potato
2nd PLACE: Ruth Dare……….…………...Butternut Corn Chipotle
QUICK BREAD CATEGORY
1st PLACE: Bill Dare……………………...Corn
2nd PLACE: Mindy Aldinger……………..Honey Beer

ANGEL TREE PROJECT THANKS

Elm Grove Lutheran School’s L.E.A.D. (Lifting, Equipping, Affirming & Developing) group thanks everyone who
donated gifts or gave money to the Angel Tree Project. We are overwhelmed at the fact that we collected over
200 gifts! We are very thankful for everything that has been donated so that we can help make Christmas
wishes come true for two of
our very own school families!
They are also very thankful.
Through this, we can be reminded that the true meaning
of Christmas is the birth of Jesus Christ, who loved us so
much he came to earth. We
must also love each other.
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January Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not included,
please be sure to contact the church office. Thanks!

January 1
A-Lyn & Jerry Peterson
Michael Bartsch
Johanna Beirs
Jane Senkbeil
January 2
Mason Nobile
Ruth Schulz
January 3
Tom Kuchta
Jack Storm
January 4
Daniel Ewert
Wendy Lester
January 5
Timothy Cowell
Elaine Willis
January 6
A-Jason & Emily Krueger
Robert Kurka
January 7
Eva Olbrot
Monica Semenske
Allison VanderMeer
January 8
Lynne Bock
January 9
Allison Pritchard
January 10
Cindy Busse
Clark Gaulke
Thomas Harmeyer
Nina Kaul
January 11
Jonathan Harmeyer
Shirley Wartchow
Randy Wegner

January 12
Patty Antonczyk
Angela Dean

January 24
Carrie Marble
Kay Meyer

January 13
Linda Berry
Jerome Novak
Ken Schuppner

January 25
Justin Plant
January 26
Lucas Aldinger
Joseph Rentmaster

January 14
Robert Hicks
Jeff Mueller
Linda Seroka
Debra Tesch
Eric Thompson

January 27
Phyllis Kurth (96)
January 28
Alexandria Dean
January 29
Ian Ruhnau-Gee

January 15
Brian Bleisner
Michael Brunner
Tracy McMahon
Brae Nelson
Jacob Newman
January 16
A-Dave & Barb Stamm
Ryan Beckley
Willi Radke
January 18
A-Alex & Lauren Lawton
Donald Hahn
January 20
Elise Aldinger
Virginia Moeller (95)
Jeff Wilinski
January 21
January 22
Matthew Ewert
Heather Peters
January 23
Linda Beckley
Terre Luser, Jr.
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January 30
A-Roger & Kay Meyer
Jennifer Grelk
Brooke Gronitz
Kelsey Lindholm
Dylan Schultz
Katie Weiss
January 31
Courtney Anderson
Heather Corn
Jane Deisinger (94)
Hannah Seymour

2019
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. M. Douglas Peters, Associate Pastor
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Larry W. Myers, Pastor Emeritus
Ms. Heather Corn, Interim Principal
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be submitted for the next Seasons is
January 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday evenings, 5:30 p.m.

Communion on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays

SUNDAY MORNINGS, 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Communion on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays—8:00
Communion on 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays—10:45
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
Age 2 — adults
9:30 a.m.

School Chapel—Wednesdays, 8:40 a.m.

Coming soon to a school gymnasium near you…
The 44th Annual EGLS 5th & 6th Grade

SPIRIT BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
Thursday, February 14 - Sunday, February 17
Volunteers will be needed! Join the Pep Band!
Contact Scott Paukner, Athletic Director at spaukner@egl.org for information or to volunteer.

