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The cover artwork is entitled: “Emmanuel altarpiece" and was commissioned by Emmanuel Ev. Lutheran Church,
Adell, WI. It serves as their Chapel's altar backdrop. For information about the artist, Edward Riojas, see pg. 2.

sisters in Christ, give thanks for all things and in all
circumstances. For you have been saved from sin,
death, and hell by the death and resurrection of our
Lord, Jesus Christ. You have been added to the very
family of God in an adoption of grace through Holy
Baptism. God is your Father. Our Lord, Jesus Christ is
your brother.

From Your Pastor
The Lord be with you, loved ones in Christ,
As I write this, we are preparing for Thanksgiving here
in the United States. The notion that we set a day
aside to give thanks is good. Yet, as Lutheran Christians, our giving thanks is central to our identity as the
Baptized. Throughout his epistles and his preaching in
the Book of Acts, St. Paul admonishes the early church
to thanksgiving and thankfulness nearly 50 times.
Whether vertically toward God, or horizontally toward
the neighbor, thanksgiving is a major theme within St.
Paul’s body of work.

But He not only provides for your spiritual needs, He
cares also for your body and the life you are living
now. Your Father in heaven provides food and clothes,
house and home, husband, wife, and children. He
gives you reason and all your senses. He has given
you the talents and skills that you require and have
developed into careers. Everything you are and everything that you have is a gift from His fatherly divine
goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness
in you.

What does this mean? It means thankfulness is inherent to our lives in Christ. Giving thanks is what we
Christians do as we live out our lives in this often
thankless world.

So, I encourage you this Advent to make a list (not for
Santa) of the gifts you have received. Do it every
morning if you must. Say them out loud. Sing about
them with the saints in the Divine Service. And remember this: God has given you these things so that you
may be of service to those around you – your family,
your neighbors, your brothers and sisters in Christ. For
to whom much is given; much shall be required (Luke
12:48). In the gift that we prepare to celebrate later
this month, you have been
given all that you require
and need in the One born of
the virgin. Rejoice, beloved,
rejoice! Know that I thank
God for the honor to serve
you all!

The problem is that we often forget this. Consider your
average day. When you get home, and your parents,
your spouse, or your children ask, “How was your
day?”, what first comes to your mind? After 99% of
things went right, according to plan, were enjoyable
and filled with our Lord’s blessings, we tend to focus
on and remember the one percent of things that didn’t
go as planned, and that were troubling.
We remember the bad things. We focus on discontent.
And we fail to give thanks in all circumstances for everything (Eph. 5:20) and to rejoice in the Lord always
(Phil. 4:4).
Thankfulness and contentment go together. We
are content with things for which we are thankful. St.
Paul could be content with having plenty or when in
need because he gave thanks to the Lord for all things.
He thanked the Lord for those who had prayed for him
and listened to his proclamation of the Gospel. He
gave thanks for their good works in and for the Church
of Christ. He gave thanks for the grace of God in Christ
Jesus and found that God’s grace was sufficient for
him.

Pastor Peters

With Advent soon upon us, I invite you to prepare your
hearts and minds to give thanks. Dear brothers and
About the Artist.
Edward Riojas has been creating artwork professionally for 35 years — maybe more. He received a fine arts degree, then
worked a three-year stint in advertising before spending nearly 31 years in the newspaper industry.
Riojas has built a reputation in the secular and sacred realms as a masterful illustrator and fine artist. His sacred, representational style has been likened to the Northern Renaissance, but Riojas can also throw a goofy curve ball when it comes
to illustration. Today, his work is found in sanctuaries, institutions, private collections and markets throughout the U.S. and
across the globe. He is a member at Our Savior Ev. Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan. His art is available for purchase through his website: https://edriojasartist.com/
2

Pastor Pete

rs

3

On November 5 the
evening group of
LWML worked on the
Mission
Project
Christmas Child, assembling 14 Christmas Shoeboxes of
various items for
boys and girls in different foreign countries. This is sure to bring joy to many poor children
receiving Christmas gifts and a message about the
birth of the Christ Child.

God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” Deuteronomy 31:6. Check out the website
lwml-swd.org for more details.
Good news! The first mission grant from our LWML
district of $12,000 was paid in full to Bethany Lutheran
Church in the inner city of Milwaukee. It was noted
that one woman from Bethany was so touched by the
gift of $12,000 to her church that she had tears in her
eyes, thanking the LWML for the long, rich history of
LWML helping with the outreach at her church.
Now, the mites that you give to LWML, will be going to
fund Mission Grant #2, which is “Concordia Theological Seminary Food and Clothing Co-Op to Purchase
Food” in Fort Wayne, IN. Students preparing for full
time church work and their families are able to buy
food at considerable savings at this Co-Op and thereby
help substantially with their finances. This grant is for
$10,000.

Our morning group of LWML will be celebrating Christmas at their meeting on Wednesday, December 5 in
the Bartelt Adult Activity Center at 10:00 a.m. Since
this is our Christmas party, you are asked to bring a
sandwich and ½ dozen cookies to be shared with the
group. Instead of a Bible study, we will all participate
in a Christmas devotion with reading scripture verses
and singing Christmas songs. Be sure to attend. Bring
a friend.

As always our LWML
is so appreciative of
your generosity in
donating
“mites.”
Thank you! At this
writing, the mites
that have been collected this year at
EGL are a little over
$1,000. Perhaps by the end of the year, we will be
able to raise this amount to $1,100 or $1,200. To God
be the glory!

An upcoming event in the South Wisconsin District
LWML is the 2019 Winter
Getaway to be held at Wintergreen Resort and Conference Center in Wisconsin
Dells, WI on February 1 and
2, 2019. The theme for this
getaway is Courage, Wisdom, and Strength! This is
based on the Bible verse “Be
strong and courageous. Do
not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the Lord your

“Praise the Lord. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good; His love endures
forever.” Psalm 106:1
Barbara Kurth

HIGHER THINGS CONFERENCE

Attention High School Students: EGL is once again getting a group together to go to a Higher Things Conference in the summer of 2019. If you
have not gone, it might be your summer to go! If you have gone before, it
might be your summer to go again!
Dates: July 16-19, 2019
Location: Concordia University Wisconsin
Cost: $160-includes all meals and housing in the campus dorms
EGL provides transportation to the conference.
Deadline to sign up: 12/31/2018
Contact Karen Clark to sign up or to ask questions about the conference.
Call/text 262-366-5920, youth_hs@egl.org. Don’t miss out.
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BREAD & FISH
The Bread & Fish Workers delivered four boxes of warm coats and
jackets to the Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Service which is located at St John’s Lutheran Church, 55th and Greenfield Ave. The food
pantry at Hope Lutheran Church, 35th and Highland, received 24
boxes of clothing and three boxes of food for distribution to people
in need in the inner city. Four boxes of quilts and blankets were
sent to the Orphan Grain Train and two boxes of hotel soaps and
lotions were prepared for shipment overseas. For more information
about Orphan Grain Train, check their website at
http://www.ogt.org/do/.

Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Service at St. John’s Lutheran Church at 55th and Greenfield.

Reduce Taxable Income with a Qualified Charitable Distribution
In an effort to help you be a good steward of the gifts God has given you, we would like to share a strategy that
could be a blessing to you, your family, and our Elm Grove Evangelical Lutheran Church (EGL) family. The standard deduction has nearly doubled for 2018 and is a welcome change for many as it will simplify filing and could
even reduce your tax bill. Even if you take the standard deduction, however, there is a tax-savvy strategy that
allows retirees to further reduce their tax liability by taking advantage of qualified charitable distributions (QCDs)
from their individual retirement accounts.
This charitable rollover provision allows IRA owners 70 ½
years or older to transfer up to $100,000 per year directly
from their IRA to one or more qualified charities, without that
donation being counted as taxable income when it is withdrawn. In addition, these QCDs count as part of the person’s
required withdrawals from the IRA account. Please consult
your tax adviser and IRA trustee to make sure that you meet
the qualifications to take advantage of this provision and that the distribution is properly processed. If you would
like to make a QCD to EGL, please instruct your IRA trustee or custodian to make a transfer from the IRA directly
to EGL as the payee on the check. You may also have the distribution transferred directly from your IRA account
to EGL’s checking account by contacting Linda Haut in the Church Office at 262-797-2970 or lhaut@egl.org for
the necessary information.
Your donation will be credited to support the unified budget of EGL unless you designate otherwise via written
communication. Please know that we sincerely appreciate any gift you make to support the ministry and mission
of EGL. We are so blessed that God provides so many ways for us to be a part of His work here on earth. May
your gifts serve as a reminder that God provides all that you have and has given to us His greatest gift of all –
His Son, Jesus, who gave His very life for you!
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
We Will Miss:

Thomas & Susan Smith
Transferred to Christ LC, Brooksville, FL

2018

Merle & Ruth Eberhardt
Released to Christ LC, Pewaukee, WELS

Make plans now to attend the 10th annual
Carol Fest on Sunday, Dec. 16 at 4:00
p.m. in the sanctuary. Join the Exultate
Singers, Middle School Choir, Exultate
Ringers, Jubilate Ringers, the EGLS Band
and Orchestra, and other musicians for an
hour of singing and listening to many favorite Christmas carols, ancient and modern, and learning a little bit about each of
them. The Fest has music for all ages so,
parents, bring your children and children,
bring your parents and grandparents!

Marguerite Tracy, by death
Address/Phone Changes:
Peter Holzwart
3642 Howell Oaks Dr.
Waukesha, WI 53188
Doris Moore
Applewood at Brookdale
660 Woelfel Rd. Rm. 222
Brookfield, WI 53045
Margaret Steinkellner-Peterson
W156 N4881 Pilgrim Rd. Apt. 122
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051
262-599-8438

TREES UPDATE

BE A HERO

Thirteen trees were planted around the EGL campus
on November 8. Thanks to your generous giving to
this project, several more trees, including oaks, will
be purchased in the spring. The evergreens are
beautiful now and we all look
forward to some wonderful
color from the deciduous trees
in 2019!

A “hearty” thanks to the 22 donors who
came to the November blood drive. We
collected 18 pints of blood.
Ron
Wegner
is
“retiring” after many
years of coordinating
the blood drives here
at Elm Grove Lutheran. Thanks for your
years of service, Ron!

A new coordinator is needed in order for us to continue hosting
blood drives. Please prayerfully consider being the coordinator for this worthy cause! For more information, contact the church office, 262-797-2970.
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DIGGERS AND DUMP TRUCKS AND GRADERS, OH, MY!
Friday, November 9 was a toddler’s
dream come true as diggers, graders, rollers, dump trucks arrived to
pave the driveway between the two
childcare buildings. The children at
both the 755 and 805 buildings had
front row seats to all the excitement going on outside. The finished product is a beautiful driveway between the two houses and
some additional parking spaces for
parents and childcare workers.

Your Shepherding
the Future
Maintenance
Fund at work.
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The Promise Kept – The Gift Given
Our theme, Standing on the Promises of God, is so appropriate for the season of Christmas. At this time, we cel-

ebrate the fulfillment of God’s first promise to send a Savior after the fall of man into sin. From Genesis 3:15
“And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your
head, and your will strike his heel.” The celebration at Christmas time is the recognition that all of God’s promises are indeed a “Yes” in His son Christ Jesus. This season, as you think of gifts to give your family and friends,
never forget or take for granted the ultimate gift of God in His son Jesus and His plan of salvation for His people.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
“To Us a Child is Born”

Wednesday, Dec. 19
Dress Rehearsal at 9:00 a.m.
Service at 6:30 p.m.

SECOND QUARTER ENDS JANUARY 11: The half-way point of the school year is coming soon. This means
that plans for the 2018-19 school year will begin taking shape for all re-enrollments and new enrollments at
school. Look for more information coming soon.

CHILDCARE UPDATES: The Child Care Center has been continually improving the 755 building. They have
made sure that the building is up to the fire safety codes, adding a bigger driveway and parking spaces, and will
be adding WiFi to the 805 building. Cathy Wolber continues to do fantastic work as the Child Care Director.
CHILDCARE – HELP NEEDED: The Child Care Center of Elm Grove Lutheran continues to
serve a growing number of children and families. At this time, nine current staff members serve
more than 25 families with before and after school and daily care. Due to increased interest, additional staff members are needed. Please feel free to contact the Church and School office (262
-797-2970) for more information.
UPCOMING EVENTS/OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday, Dec. 9

Family Christmas 12:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Sunday, Dec. 16

Carol Fest 4:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 19

Children-led Christmas Service
9:00 a.m. Dress Rehearsal; 6:30 p.m. Service

Friday, Dec. 21

Last day of school

NO SCHOOL Dec. 24-Jan. 2
Thursday, Jan. 3

School resumes

Monday, Jan. 7

Spelling Bee 3rd/4th Grade; 5th-8th Grade
8

L.E.A.D.

“Lifting, Equipping, Affirming & Developing
young Christian leaders for service to the
Church and the world today and tomorrow!”
These admirable 7th and 8th grade students
are ready to embark on a journey of growing
as Christian leaders throughout this school
year! They will be joining in fellowship with
their peers from our area LCMS schools, several times this year, creating relationships,
having discussions, and learning effective
leadership skills. They will also be planning,
leading, and participating in several service
projects...watch for our service project promotions and updates throughout the school year!

(Left to right: Jacob Nelson(8), Brandon Scepanski(7), Brady
Stamm(8), Taylor Owen(7), Madeline Hedtke(8), Elizabeth Ky(7),

FALL INSTRUMENTAL CONCERT
The EGLS Orchestra (4-8), Jubilate Ringers (6-8) and
Band (6-8) presented their annual Fall Concert on October 18. The audience enjoyed a variety of music
from classics to movie themes to rock. Mrs. Kate Behring is the orchestra instructor. Mr. Scott Paukner is
the band instructor. Mrs. Karla Bessert is the Jubilate
Ringers instructor.

EGLS 1st and 2nd graders enjoyed playing
with a parachute in PE classes recently. Parachute play is fun and can be used to encourage cooperative behavior among students.
Games and activities with the parachute provide all students, regardless of physical skills
and abilities, opportunities to participate successfully. When parachute play combines
stretching movements, strength development
exercises, non-locomotor and locomotor skills,
and rhythmic activities, a wide variety of physical and social parameters are addressed.
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The students of Elm Grove Lutheran just finished their fall fundraiser, Race for Education. Many of you may already be familiar with this fundraiser as you have been
amazing supporters through your generous donations and/or your participation/
observation of our students on race day. Thank you to all of you who participated!
The faculty, parents, and students all appreciate your participation more than you
know! Together we raised $9,421.00! We will be using
those funds to purchase a new high jump pit for our gym,
additional Chromebooks and Kindles, and upgrades
needed for our infrastructure. Our goal was to raise
$12,000.00 and although we didn’t quite reach our
goal, we are still very thankful for all those who donated to get us as far as we did!

Camp Read-a-Lot
On Thursday, November 8, EGL’s preschool-2nd
Grade students and their families were treated to
stories read aloud by parents and our very own
Jackson Poppe from 4th grade. They also enjoyed
making crafts, searched for hidden forest animals,
and had ‘smore fun making a yummy nighttime
snack to eat.
The Fellowship Hall was transformed into a campground complete with tents,
campfires, and many other fun props. The kids dressed in their jammies and
brought their stuffed animals to snuggle with for bedtime stories!

A big Thank You to all of our “Ranger Volunteers” for making this
night a great time for everyone!
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FOCUS ON FACULTY
Miss Pam Ganswindt has been an active member of Elm Grove Lutheran
Church for most of her life. She attended Elm Grove Lutheran as a student
from 5th - 8th grade and loved it so much that she received her first call
to serve as a teacher here and has been here for her entire 30 year career. Pam received her teaching degree from Valparaiso University and
earned her Colloquy from Concordia University Wisconsin. She has been a
blessing to so many students and families here at Elm Grove Lutheran.
Pam has been the third grade teacher for 18 years. She also taught in
first grade for four years and second grade for eight years.
Miss Ganswindt has recently been given the title of “Instructional Technology Facilitator”. God has given her an incredible gift and passion for computers, technology, and their implementation in the classroom. She has
spearheaded the project to improve and update our WiFi infrastructure
and acquire Chromebooks for the middle school classes. Miss Ganswindt
has spent endless hours helping teachers learn how to implement technology into instruction and keep our technology updated and user friendly.
I spent a few minutes with her third grade students, asking them what they liked about Miss Ganswindt. I was
so impressed by the genuine feeling of caring and love that her students had for her. Some things that they
said were: “She is very caring!”, “She makes sure that everything is fair and that’s very important to me!”, “She
is very good at teaching about the Bible!”, “She is helpful with words we don’t know.”, “She is funny! Every time
we ask what time it is she says: ‘Time for you to get a watch.’”, “She shows us pictures of her family.”, “She is
strict about good things that help us be better kids.”, and “She is very nice.”
Miss Ganswindt truly enjoys and it is evident that she loves her time in the
classroom as an educator. She loves to watch the students learn and foster
a love of learning within them. But more than that, she cherishes the opportunity that she has every day to share the love of Jesus with them. Miss
Ganswindt has devoted her life to serving the students, families, and faculty
here at Elm Grove Lutheran and we are truly
blessed that God has called her to this place.
Personally, I have had an opportunity to
work closely with Miss Ganswindt over the
past six months getting the Chromebook project implemented and observing her instruction and planning for faculty professional
development. I cherish and appreciate Miss
Ganswindt and the role she has here more
and more every day.

Heather Corn
Interim Principal

EGLS Discovery Youth (7th &
8th grades) made individual
tiles at La Terazza pottery
shop in Wauwatosa on Friday, November 9. The tiles
are used to frame the outside door of the Youth Room.
Mrs. Karen Handrich coordinates the group which meets
once a month on Friday.
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Christmas Angel Tree
We all know Christmas is a time for giving to people less fortunate
than ourselves. So, as a service project to these families in our
own church and school, the L.E.A.D members have decided upon
an Angel Tree. These trees will be in the church lobby and the
school entrance. Both trees will have ornaments with items that a
family wants or needs written on it. If you wish to help, take a
paper and buy the item written on it. Please wrap the item, attach the ornament to the gift, and turn it in to the office or place
it under one of the trees. Ornaments will be on the trees by November 18 and gifts can be turned in starting November 25.
Please return all gifts by December 16 so that we can distribute
them. We can also accept cash donations with which we will buy
the remaining items on the tree. Please label the money “Angel
Tree Donation”, and turn it in to the office.
Thank you for helping to support our families!
On behalf of the EGL L.E.A.D group, THANK YOU!

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on
your own understanding. Psalm 16:8
L.E.A.D. is an acronym for Lifting, Equipping, Affirming & Developing. See article on pg. 9 for more information.
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December Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not included,
please be sure to contact the church office. Thanks!

December 1
Ryan Schmid
John Seals
December 2
Sarah McNeely
Kathy Rutley
December 4
Ben Mueller
Pat O’Donnell
Rachael Tischer
December 5
Ruth Huwiler (96)
Paula Ky
December 6
Sue Mickol
December 7
Benjamin Nelson
Jeff Whittaker
December 8
Kristen Funk
Steve Handrich
Greg Margrett
Michael Rentmaster
December 9
Cathy Tuttrup
Emma Wollak
December 10
A-Bob & Nancy Genack (50)
James Drabiszczak
December 11
A-Arik & Becky Ruhnau-Gee
Cate Heup
December 12
Lynn Crowell
Benjamin Garcia
Maren Gehrke
Michael Gibbons
Christian Gleisner
Audrey Zarder

December 15
Jean Bennett
Rose Brojanac (93)
Nancy Ewert
Sarah Huber
Joan Knuteson

December 24
Kim Brown-LeBoef

December 17
Makayla McCarville
Jennifer Rentmaster
Ariana Strommen

December 26
A-Matt & Terri Elvers
Don Gronitz
Susie Radke
Beth Zimmermann

December 18
A-Joe & Cindy VanderMeer
Judy Hogan
December 19
Linda Diven
Don Nitschke
December 20
A-Lisa & Al Savaglio
A-Albert & Shirley Wartchow (65)
Barb Albers
Emily Grelk
December 21
Mindy Aldinger
Karlie Bellante
Kathleen Matschull
Kaethe Ward
December 22
Chuck Ewert
Mason Hornburg
Linda Stiloski
Delaney Ward
December 23
A-John & Luanne Schaefer
Marie Herzberg (90)
Noah Olbrot
Delores Rische
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December 25
Hannah Margrett
Anne Tuttrup

December 27
A-Jeff & Carol Jagusch
A-Woody & E’lem Lindblom
Carol Ewert
Joanne Kowach
Jene’ Kramer
December 28
A-Randy & JoAnn Randall (60)
A-Forrest & Barb Schumacher
Lanita Beck
Paul Haut
Carol Jagusch
December 30
A-Jim & Lynn Burhop
December 31
A-Terry & Laurie Eichelberger
A-David & Christa Neill
Anthony D’Agostino
Benjamin Krueger
Robert Tesch

2018
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. M. Douglas Peters, Associate Pastor
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Larry W. Myers, Pastor Emeritus
Ms. Heather Corn, Interim Principal
Office Hours: Monday—Friday 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
The deadline for articles and photos to be submitted for the next Seasons is
December 15
Submissions can be sent to

seasons@egl.org.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Saturday evenings, 5:30 p.m.

Communion on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Saturdays

SUNDAY MORNINGS, 8:00 and 10:45 a.m.
Communion on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays—8:00
Communion on 2nd, 4th, and 5th Sundays—10:45
SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASSES
Age 2 — adults
9:30 a.m.

ADVENT and CHRISTMAS WORSHIP
Wednesdays, Dec. 5 & 12

8:40 a.m. School Chapel Service

6:30 p.m. Advent Midweek

Wednesday, Dec. 19

Children’s Christmas Service:

9:00 a.m. dress rehearsal; 6:30 p.m. service

Christmas Eve, Dec. 24

5:00 Lessons & Carols; 11:00 Lessons & Carols

Christmas Day, Dec. 25

10:00 a.m. Festival Divine Service

New Year’s Eve, Dec. 31
6:30 p.m. Divine Service

