
About the Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost—Proper 23 
Theme: The Radical Status of Things 

+ highlighting the Scriptures for the week + 
 

mos, an 8th century B.C. prophet, emphasizes the social and moral decline that resulted 
from Israel’s turning away from God to worship idols. Through Amos, God calls on His 
people to save their lives by seeking Him (Amos). This does not mean more sacrifices but 

rather reformed living—a return to God’s standards of justice and right conduct in both public and 
private life. This happens only where there is true faith. The writer to the Hebrews makes the same 
point by reminding his readers that hardened hearts result in destruction. One must hear, and act, 
on the message that is heard. (Hebrews) Jesus’ encounter with a rich young man demonstrates that 
it is not enough to worship God with only the mouth. One’s deeds and actions are what prove what 
is one’s true God. (Mark) Jesus demonstrated His servant status by walking the road to the cross. 
This is the road for all the faithful, one that leads not to glory (for oneself) but to the cross (for 
others). 
 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 

Use the schedule below in your personal devotion. The first three readings are the lessons read today; 
the last three will be read next Sunday.  The Wednesday reading is the psalmody for the week.  Each day 

you may want to pray that psalm or the prayer printed in our service folder today, followed by the 
suggested reading and your personal requests and thanksgivings to our heavenly Father. 

 
Sunday Amos 5:6-7, 10-15  What was the problem in Israel? What is the threat against 

unrepented sin? What are the fruits of repentance? What is the gift of faith? How is 
this done? 

Monday Hebrews 3:12-19  What is the consequence of an evil, unbelieving heart? What 
examples does the writer cite? What is the solution? What does this mean? 

Tuesday Mark 10:17-22  Of all the commandments, which was the main problem for the rich 
young man? What was Jesus’ attitude toward him? What directive and invitation did 
He give him? To us? Why is salvation always a miracle? 

Wednesday Psalm 90:12-17  Why does the psalmist ask the LORD to “teach us to number our 
days”? What are the results in the end? What does this mean for us today? 

Thursday Ecclesiastes 5:10-20  Why are “wealth” and “honor” defined as “vanity” by the 
writer? How is this so? Is it possible to have wealth and possessions and yet be 
blessed by the LORD? How is this so? What does this mean for us today? 

Friday Hebrews 4:1-13 (14-16)  What (or who) is “rest” for the faithful? How does one 
enter it? In what respect(s) is Jesus different from any other high priest? What does 
this mean for us? 

Saturday Mark 10:23-31  According to Jesus, how difficult is it for the wealthy to enter the 
kingdom? Is it impossible? If not, how then is it possible? What does this mean for 
us today? 
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