
About the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost—Proper 19 
Theme:  Serving Others 

+ highlighting the Scriptures for the week + 
 

srael’s Suffering Servant is sustained by the LORD’s sure Word.  (Isaiah) He submits humbly 
to His will, offering His back to those who beat Him and His cheeks to those who plucked 
out His beard.  He did not hide His face from shame and spitting.  So also our Lord Jesus 

submitted humbly to suffering as sacrifice for our sin.  In the community of the faithful, 
teachers especially are held accountable as they serve.  (James)  The tongue can be a 
dangerous thing, and all teachers must guard what they say.  Jesus is the Suffering Servant 
who is the Christ, the Anointed One of Israel.  (Mark)  Only He is able to accomplish the healing 
of which all fallen human beings are in need.  Self-denial and sacrifice are the road to life in all 
its fullness, not pointing to oneself. 
 

WEEKLY BIBLE READING SCHEDULE 
Use the schedule below in your personal devotion. The first three readings are the lessons read today; 

the last three will be read next Sunday.  The Wednesday reading is the psalmody for the week.  Each day 

you may want to pray that psalm or the prayer printed in our service folder today, followed by the 
suggested reading and your personal requests and thanksgivings to our heavenly Father. 
 

Sunday Isaiah 50:4-10  How does the LORD sustain the weary?  What does He do each 
morning?  What does this mean?  Why does obedience to the LORD sometimes 
bring affliction?  Whose sufferings are prefigured in verse 6?  How did the LORD 
help Him?  What confidence belongs to the faithful when faced with enemies and 
opponents?  What will eventually happen to their accusations?  What is our 
refuge and confidence when we can’t see where we are going in this world?  
That does this mean? 

Monday James 3:1-12  Why are teachers judged more strictly?  What’s the 
problem with the tongue (especially in a teacher)?  What is the proper use 
of the tongue?  What does this mean (for everyone, not just for 
teachers)? 

Tuesday Mark 9:14-29  What was the real problem with the boy?  Why were the 
disciples not able to assist?  Why was Jesus able to assist?  How did He do 
it?  What lesson does Jesus apply to this incident?  What does it mean for 
us today? 

Wednesday Psalm 116:1-9  What was the cause of the psalmist’s trouble and sorrow?  What 
did he do about it?  What do you do in times of trouble?  What is the LORD’s 
response to the cry of the baptized faithful?  From what does He deliver them?  
How is this done?  What therefore should we do? 

Thursday Jeremiah 11:18-20 What were the enemies of Jeremiah plotting?  What was their 
plan?  What did Jeremiah pray for in the face of this plot?  How did our Savior 
respond in a parallel way to His enemies?  What does this mean? 

I 



Friday James 3:13-4:10 What is the cause of disorder and evil practices?  What 
characterizes the wisdom coming down from heaven?  Who is it that brought 
such wisdom down to earth?  What causes of fights and quarrels among 
Christians?  What is our core problem?  What gets in the way of proper prayer?  
Why is friendship with the world enmity against God?  Where and how does the 
world pull you away from God?  Whom does God oppose?  To whom does He 
give His undeserved love (grace)?  What does this mean? 

Saturday Mark 9:30-37  What did the disciples not understand?  Why is this hard to 
understand?  What were the disciples arguing about?  What did Jesus teach 
them about leadership in the church?  Who is the greatest in the kingdom?  How 
is Jesus welcomed among the baptized faithful?  What does this mean? 

  


