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On July 28 each year, the Church commemorates the life and work of Johann Sebastian Bach, the great Lutheran
composer. Born in 1685 and raised in Eisenach, he was the youngest of eight children. Orphaned at 10, he
moved in with his oldest brother, Johann Christoph Bach, who was already a church organist. He went on to be a
student of Buxtehude, and was a contemporary of Handel and Vivaldi. After years of study and various appointments, he landed the job of Cantor for the St. Thomas in Leipzig, where he served for 27 years before dying following complications from eye surgery. Bach signed all of his music “to the glory of God alone — soli Deo gloria.”

Reading of Scriptures in the Pubic Worship Service as a
Function of the Pastoral Office.
In addition to hearing greetings from representatives of
both seminaries, the LWML SWD President Barbara Kaun,
LCEF President Rev. Bart Day, and an update on international missions by Rev. Dan McMiller, the convention delegates were treated to two presentations on mission
work by Rev. Ted Krey, the Latin America Regional Director and Lead Missionary. It was beautiful to hear how the
mission in the Dominican Republic, where Krey is based,
has gone from nothing to a growing and multi-faceted
church in a few short years. That mission work now includes congregations, schools, a seminary, and
homes for disabled children. The South Wisconsin District has been a participant in this mission
from the beginning.

From Your Pastor
Meeting under the theme of “Sing His Praise, His Love
Declare,” the South Wisconsin District of the LCMS held
its 55th Convention on the campus of Concordia University
Wisconsin in Mequon from Sunday afternoon, June 10,
to Tuesday afternoon, June 12. After an opening service
of Vespers in the Chapel of Christ Triumphant, commemorating the faithfully departed church workers since the
last convention, the delegates met in the gym to hear
reports on the state of the District given by President John
Wille and on the state of the
Synod given by President Matthew Harrison. Wille drew special attention to the Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church fire
on May 15 and efforts since
then to rebuild.

Another mission project that the SWD has been
an active participant in from its inception is the
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty in Washington, D.C., under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Greg
Seltz, the former Lutheran Hour Speaker. In his
address to the delegates Seltz emphasized his
work in D.C. as a way to engage government
officials; educate future generations about serving God through vocations in government, law,
and public policy; and connect with Lutherans
involved in government affairs.

Harrison on the other hand devoted significant time addressing the declining membership
numbers of the Synod. Some of
those sobering statistics that he
shared include: All 35 districts
are on the same trajectory of decline in the number of
the baptized. Districts on the coasts tend to be declining
the most rapidly – most in the range of 20-30% over the
course of a decade. The LCMS has experienced slower
rates of decline in rural states. For instance, the South
Dakota District is down only 4% in ten years, while the
New Jersey District is down 31%, the largest decline of
any district.

However, near the top of significant moments was the
opportunity to see Rev. Dr. Ed Sueflow receive recognition in honor of his 70th ordination anniversary. Sueflow
took advantage of the moment to share a story from his
early years in the ministry which highlighted the importance of the Pastoral Office. There was an older, dying
man who taught him anew the importance of Word and
Sacrament ministry. “Sterben ist kein Kinderspiel” (Dying
is no child’s play.) As he lay dying, he was strengthened
by God’s Word and promises against the temptations of
the evil one.

The question naturally arises, what’s causing this decline
in membership? One contributing factor is fewer babies
are being born. By way of illustration, in 1962 there were
82,000 baptisms, a number which dropped to 22,000 in
2015. What may surprise many, however, is to know that
35% of LCMS adults today came in as adult converts.
Percentage-wise that is higher than most other denominations. Yet, only 11% of LCMS adults are in the childbearing age group of 18-29. Thus, we will not be able to
dig out of the decline simply by having more babies.

Of course, thanks are also owed to Trinity Lutheran
Church i n Freistadt, whi ch agai n ho s ted
the Monday evening Gemuetlichkeit dinner and entertainment on their historic property. Their hospitality fed close
to 300 delegates with brats, burgers, gyros, German potato salad, sauerkraut, too
many desserts, and the usual
beverages.

That first day of the convention also saw Wille run unopposed for his election to a 5th three-year term. Over the
next two days various elections were held and resolutions
passed, including: To Affirm the Biblical Teaching of Sexuality, Marriage, and Family; To Commend Ms. Trish Kagerbauer for Her Many Years of Service at A Place of Refuge; To Encourage Congregations of the South Wisconsin
District to Consider the Church Revitalization Initiative
Re:Vitality; To Work Together in Mission; To Confess and
Reaffirm the Six Days of Creation Are Six Ordinary/
Normal Days; and, To Affirm the Biblical Teaching of the

So, at the conclusion of another district convention, we
commend ourselves, our
bodies and souls, and all
things into the hands of our
Lord, trusting that He will
work all things to the benefit
of those who love Him.

Pastor Eric Skovgaard
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Seminar for pastors,
laity, and educators

“Male and Female He Made Them:
Christian Sexuality in a Decadent World”
Presenter: Dr. John Kleinig
September 8, 2018 Elm Grove Lutheran Church, Elm Grove, WI
945 Terrace Drive, Elm Grove, WI 53122
Dr. John W. Kleinig, Professor Emeritus at Luther Campus, Adelaide, Australia is renowned the world over as a scholar, pastor, and an engaging and inspiring Bible teacher.
His many published works include two Bible Commentaries in the Concordia Commentary
Series, Leviticus (2003) and Hebrews (2017). His acclaimed book Grace Upon Grace
(2008), equips people for confident, joy-filled Christian living.
Dr. Kleinig’s talks at the INSIGHT Seminar will preview some of the themes from his forthcoming book: Wonderfully Made: Seeing Our Bodies as God Sees Them. His book, expected sometime later this year, will present a Lutheran theology of the body, extolling
the biblical view of the human body under the following chapter headings:






The Created Body: Personal Embodiment
Our Makeover: The Redemption of the Body
The Spiritual Body: Dying and Rising with Christ
Sexual Embodiment: Sex with a Good Conscience

The Purpose of this INSIGHT Seminar:
With the legal redefinition of marriage, the confusion regarding gender, and rapidly changing sexual mores in
society, biblical singles, couples, and parents are looking for guidance in articulating and promoting a positive
view of the Christian vision for marriage and sexuality. Our goal is to equip people with tools to speak constructively and to live confidently amid the current confusion.
Tentative schedule :
8:15 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:45 p.m.
2:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
3:45 p.m.

Registration (coffee and snacks)
Morning Prayer
Session One: “The Body Created and Redeemed”
DOXOLOGY Resources
Lunch
Session Two: “This Great Mystery: The Marriage Bed Undefiled”
Break
Session Three: “Forgiven, Cleansed, and Free: Living as Lights in a Dark World”
Dialogue/Applications
Closing Prayer
Cost: $15 for adults // $8 for students
(Includes registration, seminar materials, breaks and lunch)
Register on DOXOLOGY’s website: www.doxology.us
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Come to the Christian Life Center on
Monday, July 9, 2018
at 7:00 p.m. for the
LWML
Evening
Group’s “Christmas
in July” meeting. Our
mission project will
be decorating small
Christmas trees to be sent to the troops in the armed
forces of our country. All the small trees and small
ornaments are provided. Bring a glue gun to use to
adhere the small ornaments to the Christmas trees. It
is an enjoyable experience and
will bring a small part of Christmas to our troops. As we work
on this project, enjoy listening
to Christmas carols and enjoy
eating delicious Christmas cookies. All women of our congregation are most welcome to attend our “Christmas in July”
meeting.
An upcoming event for the South Wisconsin District
LWML is the Fall Retreat to be held at the Hilton Garden Inn in Oshkosh, WI on September 21-22, 2018.
The keynote speaker and Friday evening’s entertainer
will be Jan Struck. Registration deadline is September
1, 2018. Check out details for this retreat on the
LWML bulletin board. Registration forms can be found
on the LWM Website lwml-swd.org.
The LWML Zone 3 Rally is scheduled for Saturday,
October 27, 2018 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in
West Allis from 9:00 a.m. to noon. The Ingathering is
“Soles for Jesus,” which distributes new and gently
used shoes to underprivileged people in sub-arid regions of Africa. So many people get injuries, infections, and diseases because they do not have shoes
to wear. In addition to distributing the shoes to tod-

dlers, children, men, and women, each person will receive a Gospel booklet written in their ethnic language.
This is a wonderful
way to share the
love of Jesus. Our
LWML will be collecting new and
gently used shoes
(no high heels) for
this
Ingathering.
If you wish to donate shoes for this
worthy
project,
please
deposit
them in the big
LWML Mite Box
near the LWML
bulletin board.
In the August issue of Seasons, I will include the list of
the 2018-2020 South Wisconsin District Mission Grants
that will have been selected at the LWML SWD convention of June 22-23, 2018.
It is interesting to learn about the National LWML Mission Grants. Seeing the need to help people with intellectual and developmental disabilities, Bethesda Lutheran Communities will be
the recipient of a
$100,000
grant
of
“Sharing Jesus with
People with Disabilities.” There are 1,900
people at 300 program
sites in 13 states being
served by Bethesda.
To God be the glory!
“Praise the Lord! Give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good. His love endures
forever.” Psalm 106:1
Barbara Kurth

Pastor Skovgaard will
lead a three week grief
support group in July
starting on Wednesday, the 11th. The
hour-long class will
run from 10-11:00
a.m. The group will
make use of various
materials, especially
the Bible. The three
sessions will take place in the Bartelt Center. Contact the office for more information, 262-797-2970.

Sunday School 2018-19
Planning is under way for
the next Sunday School
year. We are looking for
volunteers to help in the
classrooms. Please consider volunteering even
for just one quarter. Many of our children are not students of the school and this Sunday School hour is so
important to their spiritual growth. Please contact Kaethe Ward at kaetheward@gmail.com or Brae Nelson at
ruh2723@yahoo.com to volunteer!
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HISTORIC TRINITY
The structure may be gone; but the Gospel will not be silenced!
Thank you for your kind thoughts, words
and prayers regarding the devastating fire
at historic Trinity Lutheran Church, downtown Milwaukee. We are working closely
with the leadership of the congregation
and once details are worked out, we will
share more. We also have received several
inquiries about financial assistance for the
congregation, and we are confident they
will graciously receive your gifts.
You may make your donation online at
http://secure-q.net/Donations/
SouthWisconsin/17621
(select “Trinity MKE fund”),
or mail your gift to:
SWD-Trinity MKE fund
8100 West Capitol Dr.
Milwaukee, WI 53222

EGL
GRILLS AT
SENDIK’S
Summer is coming,
so fire up the grill!
EGL will be grilling
at the Elm Grove Sendik's, on Watertown
Plank Rd., this July. Pastor Skovgaard will
be the grill master, assisted by several EGL
members.
This is a great opportunity for our church
and school to be more visible in our community. All profits from the concessions will be
given to Historic Trinity
Lutheran Church, to aid
in the restoration or rebuilding of their church.
The grilling takes
place on
Wednesdays, July 11 and July
18, from 11:00 a.m to
3:00 p.m.
Mark these dates on your calendars and stop
by for a brat, burger, or hot dog! Questions? Contact John Schaefer at 262-7843106.
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EGL’S 2018 GRADUATES

Hannah Margrett recently graduated from Martin
Luther High School. She is the daughter of Greg
and Deb Margrett. During her time at Martin Luther, Hannah played volleyball (two years) and
softball (four years; varsity letter). She also
played violin with the symphonic band, and was
a three-year member of the Red Knight, allLutheran high school trap shooting team.
Hannah, a member of the National Honor Society, was the recipient of the President’s Award for
Academic Excellence, and was recognized on the
high honor roll for all of her semesters at ML.
Hannah is the recipient of a Vorhees Presidential
Scholarship from Carroll University, where she
will be attending in the Fall double-majoring in
early childhood and special education.
Mollie Radewahn , the
daughter of Bob and
Lau rie
Radewahn ,
graduated from Concordia University –
Wisconsin with a BS in
Nursing degree. Mollie
has a job at Froedtert
Hospital in
the obstetrics department.

Hannah Weymier, daughter of
Jay and Amy Weymier, graduated from Milwaukee Lutheran
High School. She has been a
member of the National Honor
Society and was photography
editor for the yearbook. She
participated in girls golf and
was manager of the girls basketball team as well as the
track team. Hannah received
the Milwaukee Lutheran High
School Servant Leadership
Award as well as the President's Education Award for
Outstanding Academic Excellence. Hannah will be attending UW-Stevens Point in the fall majoring in Graphic
Design and Photography. Hannah will have an art piece
on display at the Wisconsin State Fair in August.

Daniel Ewert graduated summa cum laude this past May
from UW-Whitewater. He received a Bachelor of Business Administration degree with a major in information
technology (emphasis in networking & security) and a
minor in business data analytics. Dan is the son of
Rick and Nancy Ewert.
During his 3 years at
UWW, Dan remained on
the Dean's list. He participated in the Honors program & graduated with
University Honors.
Dan
enjoyed tennis and volleyball intramurals, and
worked as a lifeguard. He
also played French Horn in the UWW Community Band.
Special thanks to Rev. David Emmrich and Living Savior
Lutheran Church, Ft. Atkinson, for supporting Dan and
other UW-Whitewater students, and welcoming them into
their midst!
Dan now works for Acuity Insurance in Sheboygan as a
security systems engineer.

We thank God for all of the accomplishments of these Elm Grove Lutheran graduates. We ask God
to continue to bless them and keep them safe as they begin the next chapter in their lives.
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EGLS kindergartners had their graduation ceremony on Wednesday, May 30 in the Fellowship
Hall. Following some singing by the class, each
of the nine kindergartners received a diploma
from Mrs. Patterson. Graduates, parents, grandparents and friends enjoyed cupcakes decorated
by the graduates following the ceremony.

“A Kindergarten Graduation Song”

Above: Lukas Rueda, Jonah Kurozawa, Addison Keck, Josh
Grelk. Right: Kyla York, Delaney Ward, Emma Stroh.
Below: Lukas Rueda, Jonah Kurozawa, Addison Keck, Josh
Grelk, Jonathan Birnschein, Walker Bachmann.
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PRINCIPAL UPDATE:
As many of you know, Mr. Koopman faithfully and diligently served the families and staff at
Elm Grove Lutheran over the course of the 2017-2018 school year. Plans to call a principal for
next year were unsuccessful, despite the diligent efforts of the Call Committee. The BOCE and
the Church Council saw fit to find an interim principal to allow more time for the Call Committee. I was approached and after prayerful consideration, I accepted the extension to my call
to be Interim Principal for the 2018-2019 School year. I will continue to teach the 5th – 8th
grade math classes in the mornings. I ask for your prayers and support as I move into this
leadership role at Elm Grove Lutheran Church and School. – Ms. Heather Corn
2018-2019 SCHOOL REGISTRATION UPDATE:
Enrollment activity and interest continue as the 2018-19 school year
approaches. Close to 70% of our current PK3-Gr. 7 student body has
re-enrolled, and the number grows weekly! New enrollments are also
being received. Contact the School Office – online at www.egl.org or
by phone at 262-797-2970.
FACULTY UPDATE:
Mrs. LaBree Paukner has agreed to take on the role of 7th grade homeroom teacher. She will continue to teach
PE and health classes but will also teach English, spelling and computers to the 7th grade class. Mrs. Daisy Klave
will continue to teach the 7th and 8th grade Spanish classes through the first semester. Joining the faculty in the
fall, Mrs. Sherry Marose and Mrs. Jayne Rosenberg will serve as music teacher and Middle School choir director,
respectively.
CHILDCARE – HELP NEEDED
The Child Care Center of Elm Grove
Lutheran continues to meet the
needs of an increasing number of
children and families before and after school and during the school
day. Due to increased interest, additional staff members are needed.
Please contact the Church and
School office (262-797-2970) for
more information.

Baby Stella enjoying some outside time.

Eli Castillo on the playground.
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Thank you for supporting the Elm Grove Lutheran Golf Outing on May 18. The weather
was perfect, and everyone had an amazing time!
All of the faculty, staff, and students at Elm Grove Lutheran thank you for your
generosity during our event. We thank all of our sponsors, donors, golfers, and guests.
Our total profit from this year's event was just over $29,000!
Thank you again for your part in making this event a success, and we look forward to
having you join us again next year. Mark your calendars for May 17, 2019!
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PRE-K 4 DUCKLINGS

The PK4 class has hatched ducklings every spring since 1991. Each
year, they spend a month incubating the eggs, naming the ducklings,
watching them hatch, and caring
for them until they are ready to go
to a new home. The last few years,
the ducklings have gone to live with
Bonnie and Charlie Leiszter on their
farm in Mukwonago. Pictures: Top
left- Nathan Kiesling with a duckling. Top right- The PK4 class took
a trip to the farm to deliver the
ducks this year. The ducks are
named Ice Cream, Sugar Rush, and
Lily. Bottom photo- Bonnie and
Charlie with the PK4 class.
The Pre-K3 and Prd-K4 classes
traveled together to Greenfield
Park for an end of the year field
trip in May. At left, EGLS student
Andja Ninkovic dressed as a bird
to help her classmates learn
about the parts of a bird. At
right, students used umbrellas in
the misty weather while standing
outside to learn about the parts of
a tree and some of the birds that
might be seen in the park.
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First and second grade students went to the Wehr Nature
Center for a field trip to see the
habitats
they had learned
about in science class. Lower
left and below: Sam Eichelberger and Caroline Thompson
pet a friendly snake.

W
E
H
R

Mrs. Tesch and her students look
for fish and turtles in the water of
the wetland section of Wehr Nature Center.

EGLS 5th, 6th & 7th
graders enjoyed an
end of the year field
trip to Lambeau Field
in Green Bay. The
trip took place on
April 27 while the
8th graders were in
New Orleans.

Second graders won the “Penny War” challenge as part of the fundraising efforts for the golf outing and auction. As winners, they got to choose their “victim” at whom they threw whipped cream pies. Each child got to
throw one pie at their chosen one…Mrs. Paukner…who teaches their P.E. class. Zoe Keck and Allison Gronitz
are shown in action, as well as Mrs. Paukner (with her squirt gun) having some fun, too.
READY

AIM

FIRE
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Mrs. Paukner

MEMBERSHIP CHANGES
We welcome:
By Baptism

Brooks Gavin Hornburg
Michael-Christian David Gehrke
Thomas James Alles

By Confirmation

Tyler Beckley
Jack Boinski
Hannah Daws
Julia Elvers
John Hartz
Chase Hipke
Benjamin Hintze
Ian Klein
Aidan Pritchard
Olivia Rosenberg
Ian Ruhnau-Gee
Danielle Scepanski

Address/Phone Changes:
James Drabiszczak
414-640-2522
Len & Kristen Funk
1139 Everest St.
Clermont, FL 34711
Doris Moore
2800 N. Calhoun Rd. Apt. 12
Brookfield, WI 53005
Lisa Pfeiffle
3485 S. Heide Lane
New Berlin, WI 53146
Norma Scott
262-785-1969

We will miss

Karen Bourdo, by death

Norm & Joanne Seeger
414-698-3368

Address/Phone Changes:
Tom & Pat Alles
Tom – cell – 414-587-4229
Home – 262-794-3037

Randall Wegner
W240 N2550 E. Parkway Meadow Cir. Unit 4
Pewaukee, WI 53072

SUMMER SOCCER
EGL is hosting its 8th annual co-ed summer pick-up soccer league at the
indoor soccer complex at 19485 W. Lisbon Rd. in Brookfield. Games take
place at 8:00 on Wednesday evenings with refreshments following the
game. Each player is asked to chip in $5 to cover the rental of the field.

NEW TREE PLANTINGS PROPOSAL
Given the fact that the Elm Grove Lutheran campus has lost 12 mature trees over the last five years due to old
age, disease, etc., a program of replacement has been proposed and
approved by the Church Council. Because there is no planned funding for tree replacement, the Board of Trustees will actively seek memorials and special gift offerings to provide the necessary funding to
plant replacement trees.
The trees will be purchased and planted with a warranty from a professional nursery. The donor has the option of participating in the
selection of the tree(s). The deciduous trees planted will be approximately three inches in diameter and stand 12 to 15 feet tall. The
mature height will be 30 to 50 feet. Evergreen trees will be of comparable size and age with the approximate
total cost of installation at $750 per tree. As with all purchases of this nature, the cost will vary with the total
expenditure at the time of purchase, so, the more items purchased at a given time, the lower per unit cost.
If you are interested in contributing to this tree replacement project, please contact the church office.
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July Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries (“A”)
If your birth date or wedding anniversary is not included,
please be sure to contact the church office. Thanks!
July 1
Elizabeth Pond
July 2
A-Brian & Kimberly Hughes
Muriel Bingenheimer (94)
Judy Hansen (91)
Sharon Katzer
Helen Moll
Elliott Paukner
Mollie Radewahn
July 3
A-Ken & Lisa Schuppner
Jeraldine Bechtel
July 4
Andrew Alles
Anna Bangle
Joe Boudro
Arlita Frantz
July 5
Barb Stamm
John Thompson
July 6
Jackson Poppe
July 7
A-Greg & Deb Margrett
A-Tim & Peaches Senkbeil
LaVerne Baldus (92)
July 8
Laney Nicely
July 9
A-Don & Sandra Hahn
Kirk Midtbo
July 10
Stephanie Carstedt
Matthew Morateck
Leona Roesch
July 11
Savannah Berry
Jason Krueger
Patricia Morateck
Christine Rahardt
July 12
A-Jen & Michael Bachmann
Dorothy Hilgendorf
Nathan Pfeifer

July 13
A-Tim & Martha D’Agostino
Jacqueline Hohn
July 14
A-Andrew & Lianne Peters
Arlene Karki
James Olson
Susan Taylor
July 15
A-Ron & Brigid Harmeyer
A-Fred & Irma Witzke
Debra Baesemann
Pastor Peters
Amy Weymier
Haley Williams
Jacob Wunsch
July 16
Bev Wegner
July 17
Tom Crowell
Kate Leone
Claire Schuppner
July 18
A-Tom & Lynn Crowell
A-Tim & Teresa Stritesky
David Bangle
Emily Krueger
Bernice McCloskey (96)
Tim Stritesky
Bob Tischer
Karen Van Schaick
July 19
Mike Huxsol
Josh Keck
Carter Klein
Taylor Luser
Teri Nitschke
July 20
A-Ben & Brae Nelson
A-Kristina & John Poppe
Rachel Wunsch
July 21
A-Brenda & Jim Gibbons
A-Ron & Meaghan Hessenthaler
Owen Krueger
Donna Kruse
Margie LaFond
Carrigan Ward
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July 22
A-Rebecca & Jeff Wilinski
Kristen Elvers
Bob Kowach
Jeff Timm
July 23
Joel Keck
Kyle Keck
Sue Knutson
Amanda Villa
July 24
Jeffory Burke
Angela Palmer
July 25
A-Scott & LaBree Paukner
Harlan Bartsch
Katie Scepanski
Emma Stroh
Ryan Wegner
Sue Wilcox
July 26
Matthew Antonczyk
Kyle Schmalzer
Helen Schmidt
July 27
A-Mary & Prakash Mhambrey
Rob Diehl
July 28
Nicolas Daws
Cliff Menges
Kameron Poppe
July 29
A-Jim & Diane Olson
Amber Alles
Jack Boinski
Tyler Nelson
Jay Weymier
Luke Wilinski
July 31
Jane Neill
Stacey Setzer

2018
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Rev. Eric C. Skovgaard, Administrative Pastor
Rev. M. Douglas Peters, Associate Pastor
Rev. Carl J. Egloff, Pastor Emeritus
Rev. Dr. Larry W. Myers, Pastor Emeritus
Mr. David Koopman, Interim Principal
SUMMER Office Hours: Monday—Thursday 8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
(June 4 - August 17)

SUMMER WORSHIP
SCHEDULE

Elm Grove Lutheran Church
945 Terrace Drive, Elm Grove 262-797-2970

FAMILY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

July 16 - 19
5:30 p.m. to
8:00 p.m.

Dinner
Included
For information,
contact the
church office

Thursday evenings,
6:30 p.m.

SUNDAY MORNINGS,
9:00 a.m.
The Lord’s Supper celebrated
at all services.

