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Advocacy Resources:  Churches and Non-Profits 

• Americans for Peace Now.  APN is the sister organization of Shalom Achshav, Israel's 
preeminent peace movement. APN's mission is to educate and persuade the American 
public and its leadership to support and adopt policies that will lead to comprehensive, 
durable, Israeli-Palestinian and Israeli-Arab peace, based on a two-state solution, 
guaranteeing both peoples' security, and consistent with U.S. national interests. See 
https://peacenow.org/ 

• B’Tselem.  B’Tselem is the Israeli Information Center for Human Rights in the Occupied 
Territories, established in 1989 by academics, attorneys, journalists, and Knesset 
members. It documents and educates the Israeli public and policymakers about human 
rights violations in the Occupied Territories—with reports on restriction of movement, 
Israeli settlements, separation barrier, East Jerusalem, house demolitions, and Palestinian 
violence.  See https://www.btselem.org/ 

• Churches for Middle East Peace (ELCA is a member).  https://cmep.org/   

• Congresswoman Betty McCollum.  Introduced H.R. 2950 Defending the Human Rights 
of Palestinian Children and Families Living Under Israeli Military Occupation Act, April 
15, 2021.  See https://mccollum.house.gov/media/press-releases/mccollum-introduces-
historic-legislation-defending-human-rights-palestinian 

• Jewish Voice for Peace.  JVP seeks an end to the Israeli occupation of the West Bank, 
Gaza Strip, and East Jerusalem; security and self-determination for Israelis and 
Palestinians; a just solution for Palestinian refugees based on principles established in 
international law; an end to violence against civilians; and peace and justice for all 
peoples of the Middle East.  See https://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/ 

• J Street.  J Street is a nonprofit liberal advocacy group based in the United States whose 
stated aim is to promote American leadership to end the Arab–Israeli and Israeli–
Palestinian conflicts peacefully and diplomatically. See https://jstreet.org/ 
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• Middle East Peace Now.  This group of activists in the Twin Cities provides resources 
and discussion around justice issues in the Middle East, especially those affecting 
Palestinians.  See https://mepn.org/ 

• No Way to Treat a Child.  Focuses on advocating at the US Congress to end Israel’s 
military detention and prosecution of Palestinian children.  It is a campaign sponsored by 
Defense For Children International - Palestine:  https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/
united_states 

• The Palestinian Museum, Woodbridge, Connecticut.  Routinely offers excellent films 
and discussions with newsmakers, historians, and others – free of charge.  See https://
www.palestinemuseum.us/ 

• Peace Not Walls/ELCA.  Advocacy and awareness campaign focused on justice and 
peace in Palestine and Israel.  The Twin Ports Peace Not Walls group (Duluth-Superior) 
are strong Bright Stars supports and are active in advocacy and education.  Sign up for 
the ECLA’s “advocacy alerts!”  See:  https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-Engaged-
Church/Peace-Not-Walls       

• Presbyterian Church USA – See https://www.pcusa.org/ and specific stories and actions 
on the defense of Palestinian human rights at https://www.presbyterianmission.org/
search-results/?q=Palestine#gsc.tab=0&gsc.q=Palestine&gsc.page=1  

• The Parents Circle.  The Parents Circle – Families Forum is a joint Israeli-Palestinian 
organization of over 600 families, all of whom have lost an immediate family member to 
the ongoing conflict.  The organization’s focus is on reconciliation between nations 
toward a lasting peace: https://www.theparentscircle.org/en/pcff-home-page-en/ 

• United Church of Christ-Global Ministries.  See background and the list of mission 
partners in Palestine:  https://www.globalministries.org/resource/pray-with-israel-
palestine-march-25-2021/ 

• United Nations Relief & Works Agency.   Following the 1948 Arab-Israeli conflict, 
UNRWA was established provide assistance and protection for some 5.7 million 
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registered Palestine refugees to help them achieve their full potential in human 
development. See https://www.unrwa.org/ 

Videos and films 

• Bassam Aramin/Rami Elhanan’s 21-minute presentation in Dubai, 2016 (representatives 
of The Parents Circle):  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lO0gwwQ_M60 

• The Honorable Betty McCollum.  The Sept. 8 Bright Stars-hosted policy webinar with 
Congresswoman Betty McCollum and the Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb.  See https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7U4zUV9rUH8 

• Bright Stars of Bethlehem “Hope Deferred, Hope Unlocked” 4-minute video:  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=-J0W8h1lRbw 

• Bright Stars of Bethlehem.  Student film maker's video (5-1/2 minutes) that addresses 
Coronavirus:  "Message from Palestine to the World."  Sameer Quemsiyeh graduated the 
film degree program at Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts & Culture in 
Bethlehem.  Bright Stars supports the University and its extension programs for children, 
youth, families, and older seniors.  April 2020.  See:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=PxQQtRospmw 

• Colum McCann/Bassam Aramin/Rami Elhana’s discussion of Apeirogon, hosted by New 
Ground, a Muslim-Jewish Partnership for Change, January 2021.  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=TooOTITvrk0 

• Conversations with Gideon Levy, award-winning journalist with the Israeli newspaper 
Haaretz.  He focuses on the Israeli occupation and Palestinian human rights issues. The 
Palestinian Museum recorded this interview on Feb. 28, 2021:  https://
www.palestinemuseum.us/gideon-levy 

• Jenin Jenin:  https://vimeo.com/499672067  The film documents the April 2002 Israeli 
military assault on the Jenin refugee camp in the West Bank.  Banned in Israel, and film 
director Mohammad Bakri has been in the Israeli courts endlessly. 

• Occupation of the American Mind:  Israel’s Public Relations War in the United States:  
https://vimeo.com/277492186 and/or https://www.occupationmovie.org/ 
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Books:  A short list 

• McCann, Colum.  Apeirogon:  A Novel.  Weaves true events into a fictional telling of the 
friendship of two men:  A Palestinian who lost his 10-year-old daughter to a rubber bullet 
and an Israeli who lost his 13-year-old daughter to suicide bombers.  Grief as a weapon 
for peace. (2020)  NOTE:  ECLC readers recommend this book! 

• Raheb, Mitri. Faith in the Face of Empire. A Palestinian Lutheran Christian theologian 
shows how the reality of empire shapes the context of the biblical story, and the ongoing 
experience of Middle East conflict. (2014)  The Rev. Dr. Raheb is the CEO of Bright 
Stars of Bethlehem, President of Dar al-Kalima University College of Arts & Culture in 
Bethlehem, and a noted theologian and human rights advocate.  He served as pastor of 
Christmas Lutheran Church, Bethlehem, from 1987 to 2017.   

• Raheb, Mitri.  The Politics of Persecution:  Middle Eastern Christians in an Age of 
Empire.  New release, Sept. 1, 2021.  With an incisive exposé of the politics that lie 
behind alleged concerns for these persecuted Christians―and how the concept of 
persecution has been a tool of public diplomacy and international politics―Raheb reveals 
that Middle Eastern Christians have been repeatedly sacrificed on the altar of Western 
national interests. The West has been part of the problem for Middle Eastern Christianity 
and not part of the solution, from the massacre on Mount Lebanon to the rise of ISIS. 

• Tolan, Sandy.  The Lemon Tree: An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East.  The 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict as seen through the lens of a home in Ramla and the Arab and 
Jewish families who have lived there and maintain friendship. (2006).  The Lemon Tree 
grew out of a 43-minute radio documentary that journalist Sandy Tolan produced for 
NPR’s Fresh Air.  

Online News & Opinion Resources 

• BBC Middle East: http://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east 
• Haaretz (The Land): http://www.haaretz.com/ 
• Al Jazeera Middle East: http://www.aljazeera.com/topics/regions/middleeast.html 
• Al-Shabaka, the Palestinian Policy Network:  https://al-shabaka.org 

• If Americans Knew:  See https://israelpalestinenews.org/  Article on Israeli training of 
Minneapolis police, June 2020 following George Floyd’s murder: https://
israelpalestinenews.org/minn-cops-trained-by-israeli-police-who-often-use-knee-on-
neck-restraint/?
utm_source=If+Americans+Knew+Subscribers&utm_campaign=d94f30890e-
IAK_Daily_Updates&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_492062bf3f-
d94f30890e-329686433 

• An Open Letter to Palestinian Christians from a Palestinian Pastor, Sojourners, May 19, 2021.           
https://sojo.net/articles/open-letter-us-christians-palestinian-pastor 
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