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Frequently Asked Questions 
 

1. How many forcibly displaced people (FDP) are in the world?  
82.45 million people have been forced to flee their homes because of persecution, war 
and/or violations of human rights.  

 
2. How many people were newly uprooted in 2020?  

11.2 million people. This includes 9.8 million IDP and 1.4 million new refugees and asylum 
seekers. 30,600 people were newly uprooted every day.  

 
3. What countries are producing the most displaced people (refugees, asylum seekers and IDP 

combined)?  
Syria (13.5 million)  
Colombia (8.5 million)  
DR Congo (6.2 million)  
Afghanistan (5.7 million)  
Yemen (4 million)  
Venezuela (4 million)  
Somalia (3.8 million)  
South Sudan (3.8 million)  
Sudan (3.8 million)  
Ethiopia (3 million)  
Nigeria (3 million)  
 

4. What countries host the largest number of refugees and asylum seekers?  
Turkey (4m), Colombia (1.7m), Germany (1.5m), Pakistan (1.4m), Uganda (1.4m), USA (1.3m), 
Peru (1m), Sudan (1m), Lebanon (900,000), and Bangladesh (900,000).  

 
5. What countries received the most claims for asylum in 2020?  

The USA (250,800), Germany (102,600), Spain (88,800), France (87,700), Peru (52,600), 
Mexico (41,200), Greece (37,800), UK (36,000), Turkey (31,300), and Uganda (23,800). 

 
Statistical source: UNHCR, Global Trends 2020, published June 2021.  
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Relevant Resources 
 

Overview of Asylum in the USA by American Immigration Council 
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/asylum-united-states 
 
IAFR Toolbox https://www.iafr.org/toolbox  
(includes downloads explaining terms of displacement, key legal documents, maps, etc.) 
 
“I Am Every Asylum Seeker” Video https://vimeo.com/294208688 
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(includes downloads explaining terms of displacement, key legal documents, maps, etc.) 
 
“I Am Every Asylum Seeker” Video https://vimeo.com/294208688 
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1. How many forcibly displaced people (FDP) are in the world?  
82.45 million people have been forced to flee their homes because of persecution, war 
and/or violations of human rights.  

 
2. How many people were newly uprooted in 2020?  

11.2 million people. This includes 9.8 million IDP and 1.4 million new refugees and asylum 
seekers. 30,600 people were newly uprooted every day.  

 
3. What countries are producing the most displaced people (refugees, asylum seekers and IDP 

combined)?  
Syria (13.5 million)  
Colombia (8.5 million)  
DR Congo (6.2 million)  
Afghanistan (5.7 million)  
Yemen (4 million)  
Venezuela (4 million)  
Somalia (3.8 million)  
South Sudan (3.8 million)  
Sudan (3.8 million)  
Ethiopia (3 million)  
Nigeria (3 million)  
 

4. What countries host the largest number of refugees and asylum seekers?  
Turkey (4m), Colombia (1.7m), Germany (1.5m), Pakistan (1.4m), Uganda (1.4m), USA (1.3m), 
Peru (1m), Sudan (1m), Lebanon (900,000), and Bangladesh (900,000).  

 
5. What countries received the most claims for asylum in 2020?  

The USA (250,800), Germany (102,600), Spain (88,800), France (87,700), Peru (52,600), 
Mexico (41,200), Greece (37,800), UK (36,000), Turkey (31,300), and Uganda (23,800). 

 
Statistical source: UNHCR, Global Trends 2020, published June 2021.  
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