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Our Gospel reading about a man born blind begins by making at least two 
things clear when it comes to the troubles in our lives. First of all, that our 
troubles in this world are a result of sin in general. Sometimes we suffer in this 
life because of the sinful things we do; sometimes we suffer in this life because 
of the sins of others; and sometimes we suffer in this life as a result of simply 
living in this fallen world. 

In the case of the man born blind, his blindness wasn’t the result of his or 
parent’s sin. Instead, this man’s blindness could be traced back to the beginning 
of sin in the Garden of Eden, which affects us all. He was born blind physically, 
and each one of us were born blind spiritually. God tells us through St. Paul in 
Romans 5: “Through the disobedience of the one man [referring to Adam] the 
many [that’s us and all mankind] were made sinners” (v. 19; see also 1 Peter 1:18). 

But Jesus also reveals in our text that He allows this fallen world, full of 
sinners, to continue for a purpose. That purpose is so that “the works of God 
might be displayed in Him.” The works of God that Jesus is referring to are His 
works of restoring sight to the blind, both physical and more importantly, 
spiritual. 

In verse 4, Jesus continues by saying, “We must work the works of Him 
who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work.” Jesus 
makes several important points in this verse, which He weaves into the rest of 
the text in order to restore and/or strengthen our spiritual sight. 

Like the topic of sin, Jesus’ “day” and “night” reference also takes us back 
to the time of creation, but before man’s fall into sin. On the first day of 
creation, after God said,‘Let there be light,’ and there was light,” God separated 
the light from the darkness, and He “called the light Day, and the darkness He 
called Night.” 

So, God in our text keeps taking us back to the time of creation. And the 
reason for this is to highlight Jesus, who continues some of God’s same creative 
work, but this time for His new creation. 

Notice Jesus’ repeated words “I am” in verse 5. “As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the world.” These words also take us back to creation 
when God first put His personal name or signature on Creation. Referring to His 
creation of all things in Genesis 1, we read in Genesis 2, “These are the 
generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that 
the LORD [Yahweh, the Great “I AM”] God made the earth and the heaven.” This is the 
first use of God’s personal name, Yahweh, in the Bible.  

Jesus continued to connect the first creation of man to His new-creation 
work when He “spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then He 
anointed the man’s eyes with the mud and said to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam’ (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back seeing.” 

By making mud with His saliva, Jesus reminds us of God making man in 
the beginning out of “dust from the ground.” And by telling the man born blind 
to “‘wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent),” He is also pointing to 
Himself as the promised Messiah/Christ, who was sent by the Father (by “Him 
who sent me,” Jesus said) to save us from the blindness of sin and darkness 
through His death and resurrection, and through the waters of Holy Baptism. 



In Baptism, all Jesus’ work on the cross; His death in payment for our sins, 
and His victorious resurrection from the dead, are poured into our lives. Our 
sins are washed away by the “living water,” which Jesus spoke of with the 
woman at the well (John 4:10). At the same time, “the Light of the World,” Jesus 
Christ, is poured into our lives, to give us sight/faith in Him. 

This presence of our Lord in us is emphasized in out text after Jesus gave 
the man born blind new eyes. Notice what this man said to those who were 
having a hard time believing that he was the same man. “He kept saying, ‘I am 
the man.” In the original Greek it says that he kept saying, “I am.” God, 
through St. John, is here revealing to us that the new life He gives us through 
His Word and water means that the almighty  “I AM,” who created all things in 
the beginning, is now in us! What comfort this sweet sentence gives, “I know 
that my Redeemer lives” (Job 19:25, LSB 461) in me! 

While much more could be said about the 41 verses of our text, for now I 
want to emphasize this oneness we share with Jesus Christ, once He, with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, re-creates us through His Word and the waters of 
Holy Baptism. That’s why Jesus said earlier that “We must work the works of 
Him who sent me.” Now that God, in Jesus Christ, fulfilled, through His death 
and resurrection, what was impossible for us to do—to overcome our sins, death 
and the devil, He now lives in us to enable us not only to have faith in Him but 
to also share our faith in Him with others. 

In the rest of our text we hear of Jesus sharing His eternal light and life 
with others through “the man who had formerly been blind.” This man was not 
afraid to point to Jesus as the promised Savior who was able to open the eyes of 
“a man born blind.” This was one of the very things that Scripture said the 
promised Messiah would do, as we heard in our OT reading from Isaiah. “Hear, 
you deaf, and look, you blind, that you may see!” 

What happened when “the man who had formerly been blind” shared this 
Good News with some of the hard-hearted Pharisees? They did to him, what 
they were also doing and would continue to do to Jesus. They labeled him as a 
sinner and “cast him out” of their presence. Remember Jesus’ words to His 
disciples, “If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you” (John 15:20). 

Thankfully Jesus continues to come to “the man who had formerly been 
blind,” to strengthen his faith in Him, and to enable him to worship Jesus as 
God. The Lord continues to do the same for you and me this morning through 
His Word and Sacraments. He continues to create and strengthening our faith in 
Him so that, in this world of darkness (were we continue to suffer from the 
effects sin in us and around us), we may see/believe Jesus as our Savior and 
worship Him. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] How many of you know the song, “This Little Light of Mine.” Can you 
help me sing it? What’s the “little light” that has the power to give eternal light to 
others? The Good News of what Jesus did for us on the cross through His death in 
payment for our sins, His resurrection victory of our sins, death and the devil, and His 
power to give the light of His eternal life to us through His Word and Baptism so that 
we can live forever with Him in paradise. Through this Good News Jesus also enables 
us to share the “little light” of Jesus Christ with others, in Jesus’ name, and with Jesus 
who lives in us.


