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In last week’s Gospel reading Jesus was in Jerusalem speaking His words 
of life to Nicodemus, a Pharisee. In this morning’s Gospel reading Jesus is in 
Samaria speaking His words of life to a Samaritan woman. The contracts 
between these two people are striking. Nicodemus was a man who was active 
as a teacher of God’s people, who worshipped at the temple in Jerusalem, and 
was most likely thought of as a good role-model of true faith and life. The 
Samaritan woman, on the other hand, lived in Samaria, worshiped at the false 
temple there, and was a bad role-model of true faith and life. 

Yet, their similarities are also striking. They were both confused not only 
about the damning effect of their sins, but also about God’s gracious work of 
salvation, which Jesus had come to give them. Jesus, therefore, works through 
His words to enable the Samaritan women, like Nicodemus, to not only see her 
sins, but to also see and believe in Him as her Savior. And through His Word, 
our Lord is at work doing the same for each one of us here this morning; to 
enable us to see more clearly our sins as well as our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

First, Jesus tells the Samaritan woman that He can give her water which 
would become in her “a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” This 
woman’s response revealed that she, like Nicodemus last week, was thinking in 
earthly/temporal terms, not in spiritual/eternal terms. Her deficient, sinful 
reason was getting in the way. So, Jesus continued by exposing her sins using 
the Law. 

Especially relevant in this woman’s situation was God’s first 
commandment,  “You shall have no other gods before me,” and the sixth 
commandment,  “You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:1-17). By exposing 
this woman’s idolatry and adultery Jesus helps her, along with each one of us, 
to recognize and face up to the fact that we are all sinners—that we’re guilty of 
putting other things and people (like ourselves) first in our lives instead of 
God, and of leading sexually impure lives in our thoughts, words or deeds, and, 
therefore, worthy of God’s judgement of eternal death. 

But who knows or who cares? I don’t see God here, and if He is here, why 
am I (a sinner) still standing? In response to such misguided thinking, let’s first 
deal with God’s location. The woman in our text was at first oblivious to the 
fact that she was in the presence of God almighty. What about you? Is it 
obvious by your words and actions, not only here but throughout the week, that 
you know you’re in the presence of God almighty—that He is with you? 

At the end of our text, Jesus made His divine presence known to the 
woman. After she said, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called 
Christ). When He comes, He will tell us all things,” Jesus said, “I who speak to 
you am He.” Believe it or not, she was standing in the presence of her Lord 
and Savior; almighty God in the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ! 

Where is the Lord’s presence today? This was what the people of Israel in 
our OT reading (Exodus 17:1-7) were wondering as they journeyed through the 
wilderness. After the LORD, through Moses, told the Israelites to go to a place 
were there was no water, instead of remembering what the LORD’s powerful 
presence had done in the past to provide for them, they demonstrated their lack 
of faith in God and His presence by quarreling and grumbling (complaining in 



a brutish way) with Moses, whom God was working through to deliver them 
from their enemies and lead them to the promised land. 

Did God strike them down because of their sins? No. Instead He revealed 
to them His gracious and merciful presence through His Word. The LORD told 
Moses, “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you 
shall strike the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people will drink.” 

By the grace and power of God, Moses did what the LORD commanded, 
and so did the rock! Instead of striking down the people because of their sins, 
God told Moses to strike the rock at Horeb with his staff. When He did, enough 
water came out to satisfy all the people of Israel. 

St. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10:4 that “the rock was Christ.” He was 
there, working through Moses (despite his imperfections). The LORD was also 
working through an ordinary staff of wood and the rock at Horeb to provide for 
the physical and eternal needs of the Israelites as sure as He was with the 
woman at the well, providing for her physical and eternal needs. Instead of 
striking them down because of their sins, He was there to save them—to enable 
them to repent of their sins and rejoice in God’s gracious and saving presence 
through Jesus Christ. 

That same LORD and Savior, Jesus Christ, is standing before us today, 
working through me as your pastor and through you whenever we speak His 
word of truth and gracious forgiveness. He’s also working through things like 
the water of Holy Baptism last week, and the bread and wine of the Lord’s 
Supper this morning when Jesus says: “this is my body…this is my blood…
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26-27). 

All this is possible because the “Rock of Ages,” Jesus Christ, was “cleft for me”
—struck for me, you and all people on the cross. “The water and blood from [Jesus’] 
riven side which flowed” is the “double cure,” because through His death in payment 
for our sins, and His resurrection victory over the same, He heals us body and 
soul for all eternity, enabling us to stand by grace through faith in Jesus our 
Savior and Brother; as well as to stand with our fellow brothers and sisters in 
Christ, now and forever. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
[Children’s Sermon] [Have all the children stand]. Can anyone tell me what’s going to happen to all 
the bad things of this world, like sin, suffering and death, when Jesus returns visibly 
on the Last Day of this world? All the bad things and people of this world will not be 
able to stand against Jesus. They will fall all the way down to the devil in a place 
called hell. 

Is Jesus with you and me here today? Yes. Even though we don’t see Him, He 
promises to be with us always. Do you, sometimes, still do bad things? Yes, so do I. 
That’s why, at the beginning of the service, or when you and your parents come up to 
the altar, some of us (if we’re still able) fall down on our knees [have all the children kneel]. 

One of the things we’re saying when we kneel is that, because of the bad things 
we sometimes say and do, we don’t deserve to stand before God. We say this in words 
by telling God that we’re sorry for the bad things we do. Can all of you say, “I’m 
sorry, God, for the bad things I have done.” 

What, then, does God the Father tell us in the Bible? When Jesus, my Son, died 
on the cross He took our sins all the way down to the devil and left them there, but 
then He rose from the dead to let us know that we are forgiven and can now stand with 
Jesus, our Savior and Brother now and forever in paradise. [Have the children stand up.] 

And when we stand united with Jesus Christ, He also enables us to stand united 
with each other, which makes us stronger in our fight against our sins, death and the 
devil who are always trying to knock us down.


