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By reading through our Gospel reading for today, God (as usual) works to strengthen our 
faith in His amazing ongoing ministry among us for our salvation. The stronger our faith in 
God, the more He enables us to deal with the divisions that continue to take place in this 
world, in ourselves, in our families and even in the church (as we heard about in our Epistle 
reading). But God also reminds us in His Word for this morning that overcoming these 
divisions will not be trouble free in this life. 

“When [Jesus] heard that John had been arrested, He withdrew/departed into Galilee…
From that time Jesus began to preach saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
These words are the same words we heard John the Baptist speak a couple weeks ago. Boldly 
preaching these words of truth, even to King Herod, resulted in John being arrested and 
eventually beheaded. Yet, Jesus didn’t shy away from preaching these same words of truth, 
which also eventually got Him arrested and crucified. 

These things remind us of the fact that sticking to the truth of God’s Word and 
proclaiming that truth, while it will save people like ourselves who believe in them, it’s going 
to irritate many others so much that they will do their best to silence us. So far most of us in 
the US have not suffered such sever persecution as a result of proclaiming God’s Word of Law 
and Gospel, but I’m convinced that such severe persecution, which exists in other parts of the 
world today, is not far off from these shores. 

Jesus also makes us aware of the troubles we will experience in this life when we follow 
Him, by calling four fishermen to be His disciples. Jesus told these fishermen that, if they 
followed Him, He would make them “fishers of men.” This was not just a clever play on 
words. Jesus was letting them and us know of the fatal yet salutary effect the message of His 
death and resurrection for our salvation will have on people. 

Consider these words from the OT book of Jeremiah when talking about fishing for men. 
“Behold, I am sending for many fishers, declares the LORD, and they shall catch them (sinful 
people)…For my eyes are on all their ways. They are not hidden from me, nor is their iniquity 
concealed from my eyes. But first I will doubly repay their iniquity and their sin” (Jeremiah 

16:16-18). These words speak of God sending fishers to catch people, which includes God 
carrying out His judgement against their sins.  

To further illustrate what God is saying, imagine that all people are saltwater fish who are 
swimming comfortable along in the ocean, living and breathing in their salty sins. Then we, as 
“fishers of men,” catch them, pull them out of their sinful saltwater environment, and tell 
them the truth that the ultimate effect of our sins is death—eternal separation from God who 
gives us life and all the good things we enjoy even in the sin-filled, salty ocean. Such fatal 
news may make the people we catch fearful because it speaks of their eternal suffering and 
death, but what alternative have we given them? Even if they repented of their sins, if we 
don’t do a “catch and release,” putting them back in the saltwater, they’re still going to die. 

Thankfully God also gives us salutary news to share. The Good News is that because of 
His love for us, God sent His Son to be born in our flesh and in this sinful, saltwater world so 
that He could “first…doubly repay” our sins through His death in our place. Why didn’t He 
shy away from suffering and even death? Because He knew that not only would He rise from 
the dead to live and reign with His Father and the Holy Spirit forever, but that through this 
Good News He would also raise up from sin and death all those who are baptized and believe 
in Him. 



Through this Good News God enables us to not only repent or come out of the sins we 
are swimming in—to die to sin, but He at the same time gives us a new life of faith in Him, 
which survives on the fresh water that comes from the Good News of His death and 
resurrection for our salvation. That’s also what happens in Baptism. When we baptize our 
saltwater children, it’s like taking them out of the saltwater and putting them into freshwater. 
This too results in death—the death of the sinful, saltwater life they inherited from Adam and 
Eve. But they are also “born again” (John 3:6)—they are given a new life that survives on the 
fresh water of God’s Word. Can you see the fatal yet salutary effect being “fishers of men” 
has on people? 

But how often do we as God’s freshwater fish continue to dip ourselves into the saltwater 
ways of this world to revive and satisfy our sinful desires? This brings us back to the divisions 
that often result when, instead of living our new life of faith in God we revert back to our sel-
fish saltwater ways that look to ourselves and the things of this world to save us. 

A prime example of the evil effect of our sel-fish sins is abortion. Even though we can 
thank God that the Roe-vs-Wade case, which made the killing of children in the womb legal in 
this country, has been overturned, unfortunately it’s still legal to kill your unborn children in 
this and other states. To further emphasize the evil of abortion, consider what the Bible says 
about Cain killing Abel. God told Cain, “The voice of your brother's blood is crying to me 
from the ground” (Genesis 4:10). The word “blood” in Hebrew is plural. Not only was Abel’s 
blood crying out, but so also was the blood of all the children who would have descended 
from Abel if he had not been killed! The same is true with abortion. Not only is one child 
murdered through abortion, but so also are all the children that could have been born through 
that child. 

Now consider the evil effect of our sel-fish sins have when they cause divisions among us 
especially in the church, seeking to not only divide people from the body of Christ, but to also 
prevent us from sharing God’s message of salvation through Jesus Christ with others. That’s 
the fatal news. The salutary news, however, is that through repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ all our sins, including the sin of abortion and our divisions in the church, have all been 
paid for by Jesus’ damning death. 

May this Good News continue to turn us away from our sinful, saltwater ways and turn 
us to God’s way through Jesus Christ, which includes being willing to go through times of 
suffering in this life if necessary in order to catch and release others. We release them not back 
into the sinful saltwater world, but into the refreshing waters of salvation through Jesus Christ. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.” 
[Children’s Sermon] God gives us life in three stages. Stage one is when God, through your mom and dad 
created you in the womb of your mom. God kept you living and “breathing” through your mom’s 
blood running through your body. As you were growing inside your mom, God gave you lungs and a 
mouth to use later, during the second stage of your life. 

The second stage of your life began when you were about nine months old. That’s when you left 
your mother’s womb and where born into this world. Now God keeps you alive and breathing through 
your mouth and lungs. But because of the sinful nature that all of us inherit from Adam and Eve, God 
also provided a third stage of life to keep us alive forever. 

The third stage of life happens through Baptism and God’s Word. In Baptism God created in us 
the new life of faith. This new life of faith is like new lungs which enable us to live and breath even 
when we die and God takes us to heaven. To keep our new life of faith in God alive, God gives us the 
milk of His Word. When we get older God also gives us the Lord’s Supper.  

For now, to help keep your new life of faith in God alive, I’m going to give you this passage from 
the Bible/God’s Word. It’s John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” Some of you already know it, but if 
you don’t I would like you (with the help of your parents) to memorize it this week so that next 
Sunday you will be able to say it without looking at this piece of paper. It will be in you, like food in 
your stomach, to keep you and your faith in Jesus as your Savior alive forever.


