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Our readings last Sunday focused on the eighth day of Jesus’ life, when was 
circumcised and given the name Jesus. These things reminds us that Jesus is God who 
took on our flesh and blood so that He could save us by the shedding of His blood, 
especially on the cross. 

Our Gospel reading for today jumps ahead to Jesus’ baptism in the Jordon river 
about 30 years later. In Jesus’ baptism we are again reminded that He is God in the 
flesh, but also that He came to take our sins upon Himself. These highlights of Jesus’ 
life not only remind us of why He came, but they also work to make us humble and 
thankful children of God and messengers of His amazing work for our salvation. 

Let’s first reconsider some of His amazing work for our salvation as it was 
foretold in our OT reading from Isaiah. This is the beginning of what’s known as the 
Servant Songs of Isaiah. In these songs God speaks of His suffering for our salvation 
through His “servant, [whom He upholds, His chosen one, in whom His soul 
delights.”] God the Father speaks similar words in our Gospel reading where He 
identifies His chosen, suffering servant as His “beloved Son, with whom [He is] well 
pleased.” 

Why was it necessary for God to send His only Son into our flesh to be a 
suffering servant? Because all through the OT we hear of how unfaithful God’s 
chosen people were when it came to keeping their side of the covenant/agreement 
between themselves and God. According to His eternal love and power, God was 
faithful in keeping His promise to deliver His people from their enemies (like the 
Egyptians). In response, God’s people promised to live according to His laws, 
because they were convinced that they came from a God who wants what’s best for 
them. But again and again God’s chosen people failed to be the loving faithful people 
God called them to be. Their sinful greed, pride, worries and fears turned them away 
from God and from, what part of them knew, was best for them. 

Does that sound familiar? How often do you and I fail to trust in God’s will for 
our lives as His saved and chosen people? How often do we let our sinful greed, 
pride, worries or fears run our lives instead of God’s promises? 

That’s why God sent us a Savior who would “fulfill all righteousness.” Someone 
who would succeed, in our place/on our behalf, were we fail. But our almighty Savior 
certainly didn’t look almighty during much of His visible life on this earth. And 
judging by all the troubles we continue to experience in this life as God’s children, it 
still doesn’t look like He is with us as our almighty Savior. 

That’s one of the reasons our Scripture readings during this season of Epiphany 
(which began last Friday on the twelfth day of Christmas) focus on some of the 
miracles surrounding Jesus’ life. The miracles surrounding Jesus’ baptism included 
the visible “Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on Jesus,” as 
well as the audible voice of Jesus’ heavenly Father saying, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 

Such miracles serve to assure us that Jesus has the power to accomplish all that 
He came to do as our Savior. This assurance of God’s power to save us is especially 
helpful during times of trouble or when we wonder what’s going to happen in the 
future when it comes to our lives, or things like this congregation and our school. 
During such times God wants us to remember that even though His Son, in the man 
Jesus Christ, looked weak, especially when He suffered and died on a cross, He is 



also God who, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, “created the heavens,…spread out 
the earth” and rose from the dead. 

Whenever we look to ourselves or others of this world to fix our problems, we 
have every reason to worry and to be afraid. But when we look to Jesus, God shows 
us a man who was faithful not only in keeping God‘s law perfectly, but who was also 
humble and obedient in being willing to suffer and even die on a cross to deliver us 
from our greatest enemies: our sins, death, and the devil. In Christ and His people, 
humility is a sign of strength, not weakness. 

When we, instead of looking to ourselves or others, look to God and His Word, 
He assures us that we can be confident of all His promises, especially His promise of 
forgiveness and eternal life in and through Jesus Christ. But does God promise that 
our lives, or the things we do in this world will last forever? Yes and no. Through 
Jesus’ death on the cross He assures us that everything stained by sin must die. Death 
is the only way to set us free from the evil in us and around us. This means that our 
lives and all the things we do in this world, even the good things we do like using the 
gifts God gives us to build this place of worship and education, will come to an end, 
like Jesus. 

But then, miracle of miracles, Jesus rose from the dead in a glorious body free 
from all our sins, to live forever in the new heaven and earth, which He will also in 
the end raise up from the ashes of this world. As God assured us through St. Paul in 
our Epistle reading, “We were buried therefore with [Christ Jesus] by baptism into 
death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with Him in a 
death like His, we shall certainly be united with Him in a resurrection like His.” 

Therefore, in the grand scheme of things, while these bodies and this building 
around us and anything else we build will not last, the things that God does through 
them to connect people to His eternal Word and Sacraments of promise in Jesus 
Christ, will last forever. So, what do we do before this world and our lives in it comes 
to an end, even if it comes to an end tomorrow, or by this time next year? We continue 
to use all the temporary things God gives us in this world to connect people to His 
eternal Word and Sacraments of promise in Jesus Christ. Working together to do this 
in Jesus’ name is in itself a powerful witness of our unity in Christ, which leads others 
to the Savior of “the nations”—the Giver of eternal life in paradise. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] What happened to our sins when we were Baptized? They were washed away, 
like the dirt on the head of this baby doll. In place of our sins, God gave us the new life of 
faith in Jesus as our Savior. 

What happened to Jesus when He was baptized, since He didn’t have any sins to wash 
away? In a sense, He got into this muddy, sin filled water and took our sins upon Himself. 

When Jesus was covered with our sins, how did He get rid of them? He didn’t take a 
shower. Instead, Jesus suffered the punishment of death that we deserved because of our sins 
when He died on a cross. But then He showed us that He is not only a man who could pay for 
our sins through His death, but that He is also God who is more powerful than our sins and 
death. He showed us this most clearly by rising from the dead on the third day, just like He 
promised. 

So, whenever we as children of God do something bad—whenever we sin, or whenever 
the bad things that other people do hurt us, where do we go for help? Because of the faith 
God has given us at our Baptism, and strengthens in us through His words in the Bible, we go 
to Jesus and His promises in the Bible, where He continues to promise us His forgiveness and 
eternal life with Him in paradise, free from all the bad things of this world.


