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      Happy New Year! Those are words we’ve been hearing and will continue 
to hear at least through tomorrow. It’s great to know that your family and friends 
wish you well. If only their wishes had the power to make it happen, to make our 
new year happy. 

      There is, of course, someone who has the power to make our new year 
happy and blessed, and that’s God. Does He want us to have a happy year? Sure 
He does.  He wants all our years to be lived out in confidence and peace, with a 
sense of well-being, purpose and joyous expectation. To make that possible, our 
Lord put His name on us. When did He do that? At our baptism. By His Word 
together with His water, Almighty God put His name on us, making us a part of 
His family, “who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will 
of man, but of God” (John 1:13). 

      “What’s in a name?” you might ask. That’s what I’ll be talking about on 
this New Year’s Day, which is also the 8th day after our celebration of Jesus’ birth. 
In the OT, Jewish boys were to be circumcised on the 8th day after their birth, and 
they were officially given their name. To fulfill the Law, that’s what Mary and 
Joseph did for Jesus. “And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he 
was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the 
womb.” 

      Remember the angel Gabriel’s message to Joseph? After he told Joseph 
that Mary would bear a son who would be conceived in Mary by the Holy Spirit, 
he also told Joseph, “and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins" (Matthew 1:21). The name Jesus literally means “the lord, God saves.”   

It’s significant that God Himself, through the angel, gave Jesus His name, not 
Joseph or Mary, because when someone gives his name to someone else, the 
giving of that name signifies the joining of the two into one. That’s the reason for 
a man giving a woman his name when they are married. The two become one. 

In the case of God, it’s the three (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) who are one. 
 And in Jesus’ unique case, the oneness began at the time of His conception by the 
Holy Spirit and was only formally acknowledged at the time of His circumcision. 
It’s a union which exists by God’s almighty power, and for man’s sake will not be 
separated. The God/Man, Jesus Christ will always be in His flesh, and one with 
the Father and Holy Spirit for our salvation. 

Now let’s consider more of how this name giving stuff applies to you and me. 
 As I said before, God gave us His name at the time of our baptism. What 
happened to circumcision? Jesus took that bloody part upon Himself when He 
was circumcised  and especially when He shed His blood on the cross. The 
sacrifice of Jesus, the shedding of His blood when He was circumcised and when 
He was crucified, is the fulfillment of all the OT sacrifices.   

What’s all this blood and death about?  It’s the result of man’s sin. By our 
sins we cut ourselves off from God, which is worse than physical death because it 
includes eternal death. Death is, of course, something we cannot recover from by 
ourselves. That’s why Jesus (true God and true Man) came, to shed His blood—to 
suffer an eternal death on our behalf. As man He could and did die. As God He 
could and did overcome eternal death and rise to eternal life.   



Now, in Baptism (which replaces circumcision) we are put to death and 
raised to life through Jesus Christ. God tells us this through Paul when He writes, 
“In him [Christ] also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without 
hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having 
been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through 
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. (Colossians 
2:11-12). 

It’s significant that God Himself (in Baptism) gives us His name, making us 
Christians (people united to Christ).  People can say or wish for anything they 
want, they can even say, ”I am a child of God,” but what are their words based 
on?  If they are based simply on wishful thinking (I believe that there is a God 
(however they define God); I say my prayers; I try to lead a good life), then such 
words are about as comforting and meaningful as someone telling you “Happy 
New Year.”  It’s a nice sentiment, but that’s all it is since they don’t have the 
power to make it happen. 

If, however, our words and thoughts, instead of being based on wishful 
thinking, are based on the Word and promises of God, that’s a completely 
different story! He has the power to make it happen! In Baptism God puts His 
name on us—makes us His children—He establishes the relationship, making us 
one with Him. “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 
neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:27-28). This is 
not man’s words or idea, but God’s Word backed up by His power. The same 
power that raised Jesus from the dead, raised us from the death grip of our sins, 
and made us children of God. 

Now we can, of course, reject our baptism. We do that whenever we reject 
God’s Word—whenever we put our faith not in the Word of God but in the word 
and things of this world. How often do you do that in a day? At least as often as 
you worry about the future. 

That’s one of the reasons we come here today, to repent of our sins— to turn 
away from all those things that seek to separate us from God, and to be assured of 
God’s forgiveness and help to amend our sinful lives (which He did at the 
beginning of the service when we heard His promise that He “has had mercy upon us 
and has given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins.” 

God seeks though His Word and Sacraments to assure us of all this—that we 
are His children and heirs according to His promise because He knows how easy 
it is for us to become overwhelmed by all the problems/challenges we face in this 
sinful world. Why all the problems? They are part and parcel of this sinful world, 
a fallen world which you have been freed from through your Baptism and faith in 
Christ. Free to do what? Free to live according to the way Christ did, for the sake 
of others. 

So, as we begin the new year of 2022, we thank God for washing away our 
sins through the blood of Jesus Christ, and raising us up through His resurrection 
from the dead so that, by the power of His Spirit, we can begin new lives as 
children of God, assured of a happy New Year/Eternity in Christ. 

God bless your New Year in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 


