
Christmas Eve 2022 - “A New Star is Born” - Pr. Kurt A. Van Fossan 
One of the best things about Christmas are the gifts we receive. No doubt 

that’s one of the reasons we like Christmas trees, because it’s usually under a 
Christmas tree that we find those gifts on Christmas morning. But, as we’ve been 
singing in our hymns and hearing in the Bible readings, the best gift we receive at 
Christmas is Jesus Christ. And everything about this Christmas tree, or hanging on 
this Christmas tree is meant to remind us of Jesus Christ in one way or another. 
But just like the birth of Jesus, if no one tells us what it means, we are left in the 
dark in more ways than one. 

Therefore, this evening I’m going to talk a little about the star at the top of 
this tree and the tree in the Family Life Center. How many points are on the star at 
the top of this tree? Six. The six points on that star remind us of the six days of 
creation and a time when everything God made was good and perfect. So on the 
seventh day, God rested. What in the world happened to those days? 

The downfall of the world started when Adam and Eve believed the devil’s 
lie that, if they ate the fruit from a tree that God told them not to eat, they would 
be more like God, “knowing good and evil.” This sounded like a good thing, so 
they ate. That was the start of people disobeying God and running away from 
Him. Unfortunately when we run away from God we’re running away from the 
only one who gives us gifts that are good for us, and the only one who can rescue 
us from all the bad things in us and around us. 

Thankfully God came running after Adam and Eve and promised that He 
would send them a Savior who would turn around all the bad things they brought 
about by their sins, including suffering and death. Therefore, the six pointed star 
also reminds us of the new creation, that the promised Savior would bring about. 

The baby Jesus is the Savior God promised to Adam and Eve. But, how 
would a baby be able to rescue us from all the bad things in this would, and create 
in us a new life in a new world free from suffering and death? That’s what this 
five pointed star reminds us of. It’s five points remind us of the five wounds of 
Jesus when both of his hands and both of his feet were nailed to a cross. Two and 
two make four. Where was the fifth wound? In Jesus’ side, when a Roman soldier 
poked a spear into Jesus side, next to His heart, to make sure he was dead. 

Since Jesus was true God and true man, “conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary,” His death in payment for the sins of Adam and Eve and 
all people (including you and me) got rid of our sins and the punishment of death. 
And Jesus’ resurrection from the dead assures us of His victory over our sins, 
death and this world full of evil, as well as the resurrection of our own bodies in a 
new world (paradise), free from all the bad things in us and in this fallen world. 

These are the best gifts of Christmas, the Good News of God coming to us in 
the baby Jesus so that He could die on a cross to pay for our sins (which this five 
pointed star reminds us of, the five wounds of Jesus); and rise from the dead so 
He could give us new and eternal life with Him in the new creation, which will be 
paradise (which this six pointed star reminds us of, the six days of God’s work of 
creation in the beginning, and the six days of Holy Week when God in Jesus 
Christ worked out our salvation through the cross). And on the seventh day He 
rested from all the work He did—from our creation and our re-creation in Jesus 
Christ, the eternal 8th day! This is what all the good gifts we receive on Christmas 
[like this bag of goodies] are meant to remind us of, the best gift of all—Jesus our 
Savior.  All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


