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Most parents are willing to make any number of sacrifices for the good of 
their children. These sacrifices come in all sizes, from sacrificing their time, 
money and sleep, to sacrificing their favorite pastimes, or to one or the other 
parent even sacrificing their job in order to care for their child, especially during 
their most formative years. And most any parent would be willing to take the 
place of their child if they were suffering, or to even sacrifice their own life in 
order to save the life of their child. But that’s not always possible. 

David, the father of Absalom, wished that he could have died in his son’s 
place. But this father and son relationship ultimately points again to the love of 
our heavenly Father and the ultimate sacrifice that both He and His Son were 
willing and able to make in order to save us from the curse of death. 

The historical account of David and his son Absalom, is recorded in 2 
Samuel chapters 13-18. In these chapters we’re told of the wickedness and 
depravity of mankind, even those chosen by God to be set apart as His people and 
lights to the nations. The father and son relationship of David and Absalom is 
lived in the midst of acts of incest, rape, murder, scheming, rebellion, and war. 

Here’s a short summary. King David had nineteen sons from different 
women. Amnon was the first-born son of David and was in line to be king. But he 
lusted after his half-sister, Tamar. On one occasion, he faked being sick and asked 
his father, King David, if he would please send Tamar to look after him. When 
Tamar prepared some food and took it into Absalom’s bedroom, he raped Tamar. 
Then he blamed her and sent her away to hide in shame. 

When King David heard about this, he was angry but he didn’t punish 
Amnon. Absalom, who was the full brother of Tamar, was infuriated with Amnon 
and angry with his father, King David, for not punishing Amnon and clearing 
Tamar’s name. For two years, Absalom hated and plotted against Amnon until 
eventually Absalom had Amnon murdered. Then Absalom fled and to live with 
his maternal grandfather in the area east of the Jordon River. What a mess! 

Jump ahead three years. Joab, the captain of King David’s army, convinces 
David to bring Absalom back home because he can tell David missed him. But 
when Absalom returns to Jerusalem, he goes back to his scheming ways. He had 
not forgiven his father, so he used his good looks (the Bible describes him as the 
most handsome man in all Israel, with long thick hair), and his clever scheming to 
win the support of the people. After speaking badly about his father, King David, 
Absalom would say, “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a 
dispute or cause might come to me, and I would give him justice.” Absalom did 
this for four years until one day he left Jerusalem and sent secret messengers who 
announced, “Absalom is made king at Hebron! (Hebron was the capital of Judah 
and about twenty miles south of Jerusalem). Thousands of Israelites rallied to 
Absalom and joined him in rebelling against King David as a result of all the 
patient, hard work Absalom had done to build up his reputation. 

Meanwhile, David left Jerusalem to spare the city from a bloody battle when 
Absalom moved in to take the throne. Once out of the city, David gathered those 
loyal to him into a great army. As the battle drew near, the commanders of 
David’s army convinced David to stay behind. So, David agreed, but he said, 



“deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” He still loved Absalom 
his son, and wanted to show him mercy. 

On the day of the battle in the forest of Ephraim, David’s army easily 
defeated Absalom’s army. As Absalom was trying to escape through a forest, his 
mule went under the low hanging branches of an oak tree, and his long, thick hair 
was caught up in the tree’s branches, leaving Absalom hanging from the tree by 
his hair. When Joab found him, he ignored David’s words to “deal gently with 
Absalom” and, instead, Joab “took three javelins…and thrust them into the heart 
of Absalom” while he was hanging from the tree by his hair. 

The report of this news and David’s response is what we heard in our OT 
reading. When David heard of Absalom’s death, he wept and said, “O Absalom, 
my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son, 
my son!” Here ends this tragic father-son relationship. It’s a relationship not much 
different than the relationship we share with our heavenly Father. And sadly, in 
this relationship we, like Absalom, are rebellious sons and daughters. 

But surely your not that bad! You have never murdered anyone or incited a 
rebellion, or have you?! You might think that the only thing you have in common 
with Absalom is your good looks. But while we look at outward things, God looks 
inward at our heart. And in our hearts, we are just as sinful and rebellious as 
Absalom. “For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false witness, slander. These are what defile a person” (Mt 15:19-20). 

Like Absalom, we rebel against our heavenly Father every time we attempt to 
run our lives in a way that’s contrary to God’s way. While God has told us in His 
Word what is good and right, we often choose not to listen. It’s at this point that 
we declare war on God and what He says is right. 

Even though Absalom was a son of the king with privilege and power, he 
wanted more. He wanted to be king. And we desire the same thing whenever we 
break any of the Ten Commandments, especially the first commandment, by 
worshipping ourselves and our will instead of God and His will. 

God identified Absalom as someone who was cursed for his sin by allowing 
him to hang from a tree. God’s Law declares in Deuteronomy 21, “A hanged man 
is cursed by God.” We deserve the same punishment for our rebellion. Because of 
our sins, we are cursed and should expect God’s judgement of death.  

Like David, however, God is a merciful king and father who doesn’t want us 
to die, despite our rebellion against Him. But in God’s case, He was able take the 
place of His his rebellious sons and daughters which David could only hope for. 
St. Paul refers back to Deuteronomy 21 and connects it to the cross in Galatians 
3:13, where he writes, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse. For it is written, “Cursed is everyone who hangs from a tree.”  Jesus 
became a curse for you and me. He died the death we deserved. He who knew no 
sin became sin for us so that we might receive His righteousness. 

That’s the sacrifice our heavenly Father was willing to make for us, His 
rebellious children. No matter how far we stray, no matter how violently we rebel, 
no matter how often we attempt to remove Him from the throne of our hearts, 
God will always love us and is ready to forgive us for the sake of the One who 
hung on the tree in our place. 

Sharing this Good News with our children and others in this world is the best 
thing we can do to save them from eternal suffering and death.  

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.


