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During the season of Advent we wait; we wait especially for the Lord’s visible return 
to bring us the fullness of His gift of salvation in paradise. Our waiting is similar to God’s 
people when they waited for Christ’s first visible coming to save us from our sins, death 
and the devil, which was fulfilled in Jesus Christ. What did they do, and what do we do 
while we wait for Christ? We often find ourselves grumbling and complaining. 

Whenever I find myself grumbling and complaining about any number of things, and 
it’s more often than I care to admit, it’s time to for me to examine my faith in the light of 
God’s Word, and the same is true for you. Thankfully all three of our readings for today 
help us to do that, but this morning I will focus mainly on our Epistle reading from James. 

Our reading from James begins with the Advent theme of waiting or being “patient.” 
And God knows that along with some of the good things that have come with this computer 
age, helping us to be more patient is not one of them. So, the Lord comes to our rescue by 
not only telling us to “Be patient, therefore, brothers,” but also helping us to be patient by 
reminding us of what we’re being patient or waiting for;  “the coming of the Lord.” 

But let me back up a bit. When the Lord tells us “Be patient, therefore, brothers,” the 
word, “therefore,” takes us back to what the Lord said earlier through James, especially in 
verses 1-6. In these verses, James warned the rich not to worship their “gold and silver.” 
While He was speaking specifically about money (and yes God calls His prophets, apostles 
and pastors to talk about money sometimes), money isn’t the only thing we tend to cling to 
or worship as if it will save us. Things like our possessions, our physical and mental 
abilities, can be included when talking about riches. And, God knows how much we tend to 
argue and complain when any of these things are threatened! 

So, none of us needs to look any further than ourselves when it comes to this sinful 
tendency to worship the things of this world. We’re so afraid of suffering that even the hint 
of suffering gets our backs are up, like the hair on a dog’s back when it’s threatened. 

Therefore, God redirects our focus away from the things of this world, and to “the 
coming of the Lord.” The “coming of the Lord” is meant to focus our attention not only on 
His promise to return at the end of this world to give us the fullness of His gifts of 
salvation, but also to His coming in the past in the flesh and blood of Jesus Christ to rescue 
us from our sins, death and the devil through His death on a cross, as well as His coming to 
us today through His Word and Sacraments to continue to rescue us from things like our 
sinful impatience and grumbling. All these times of our Lord’s coming to us, have either 
been fulfilled, are being fulfilled, or will be fulfilled according to God’s almighty promises. 

But knowing our natural tendency to want visible evidence to back up His promises, 
God gives us three examples of the physical benefits of being patient or waiting. He begins 
by referring to the farmer who “waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about 
it, until it receives the early and the late rains.” Then He also refers to the patience of the 
prophets who suffered persecution when they “spoke in the name of the Lord,” and had to 
wait for the Lord to rescue them from their suffering. And finally, God refers to the 
“steadfastness,” or patience of Job. In each of these examples, their patience was not in 
vain; they received the Lord’s rich blessings. 

But at the same time, when it comes to all three of these examples, the farmer, the 
prophets, and Job, we may know that in the midst of their suffering, and before they 
received the good things God promised, they were known to “grumble” or complain. Any 
farmers here today who have not grumbled or complained while waiting for the harvest? 



When it comes the prophets and Job’s grumbling during times of persecution, who did 
they mainly grumble against and to? God. And that’s where we should also go when it 
comes to our grumbling and complaining. I’m not saying that grumbling is a good thing, 
but going to the Lord with our complaints is the right place to go, because He is the only 
one who will deal with our complaints in a way that’s best for us and others. 

But then God wants us, like the prophets, and Job to trust that He will deal with our 
problems in a way that will be best for ourselves and others. And while we wait for the 
Lord to answer our prayers, He tells us not to “grumble against one another.” 

When we “grumble against one another,”  we’re putting ourselves in the position of 
God as judge, for we’re saying that we know that we’re right and they’re wrong. And we 
usually do our best to make sure that justice is served against them and for us, which is also 
taking the place of God. For God says, “Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay” (Romans 12:19). If we have 
brought our complaints before the Lord and prayed for His help, we can trust that He will 
act in a way that’s best for everyone, which means that we can leave it with Him, instead of 
and trying to push what we think is right when we “grumble against one another.” 

Since God knows that the trials of this life are best endured in the harmonious body of 
Christ, He guides us toward patient endurance instead of grumbling against one another. In 
our Lutheran Confessions, which focus on what God’s Word says about our justification 
through Jesus Christ we read, “In all families and communities harmony should be nurtured by 
mutual aid, for it is not possible to preserve tranquility unless men cover and forgive certain mistakes in 
their midst. In the same way [God, through St. Paul] commands that there be love in the church to 
preserve harmony; to bear, if need be, with the crude behavior of the brethren; to cover up minor 
mistakes, lest the church disintegrate into various schisms and hatred, factions, and heresies that arise 
from such schisms” (Book of Concord, Ap IV 232). 

How is it possible for us leave our complaints with God and trust that He will deal 
with them in a way that is good for the whole church? It’s possible by the strength that God 
gives us through His Word, which reminds us of the way God came to us in the past to 
rescue us from what threatened us the most, our sins, death and the devil. He came to us  
through His Son’s humble birth as a man so that He could cover our sins through His 
damning death on a cross, and then, as the almighty Son of God, rise from the dead to give 
us faith in this Good News. And He did it all without our help! 

In the assurance of His work in the past to save us from our sins, the Lord assures us 
that He will continue to come to us today through His Word and Sacraments to continue to 
rescue us from our sins—that He will answer our prayers—and that He will come again 
visibly on the Last Day to give us the fullness of His blessings in paradise. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] Sometimes, when you misbehave, your mom may tell you to wait until your father 
comes home so that they can decide together how to punish you for your misbehavior. When you’re 
waiting for something like punishment, how do you feel, happy or sad? Sad. 

But what are we waiting for during this season of Advent? We’re waiting for Christmas. 
Christmas is a time when we celebrate the Son of God coming as the baby Jesus not to punish us 
but to save us from our sins and death through His death on a cross, and to rise from the dead to 
give us the gifts of eternal life in paradise with Him. 

Gifts, like this one, that we look forward to receiving at times, like on Christmas Day; these 
gifts are meant to remind us of God’s love and His gift of eternal life in paradise, which Jesus is 
coming to give us on the on the Last Day of our lives in this world.When we’re waiting for these 
gifts of salvation instead of punishment, are we happy or sad? Happy. Thanks be to God, the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit.


