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For this Last Sunday of the Church Year our sermon will be primarily on 
our OT reading from Malachi, the last book of the OT. As the “Kids in the 
Divine Service” insert points out, this Last Sunday of the Church Year is also 
referred to as the “Sunday of the Fulfillment.” Isn’t that what we’re all looking 
for, fulfillment; being filled full of satisfaction and peace? Whether it’s in our 
work or in our relationships with others (especially God), fulfillment is 
something we seek but don’t always find (at least according to the desires of 
our sinful nature). Therefore, we (also according to our sinful nature) become 
frustrated and confused. As God’s people we know God’s promise “that for 
those who love God all things work together for good” (Romans 8:28), but a lot of 
times it certainly doesn’t seem to turn out that way. 

To help us deal with our tendency at times to feel disappointed, 
unfulfilled, or stuck in a rut, the LORD speaks to us in the book of Malachi 
about two different ways people seek fulfillment during these last days. The 
first way mentioned is seen through the eyes of a group of people who had 
lived in exile for 70 years in Babylon before being allowed by God to return to 
their homeland in Jerusalem and rebuild what had been broken down. 

This rebuilding of the temple, the wall around the city, and their lives in 
Jerusalem was a slow, difficult process. And no doubt they could remember 
how the people back in Babylon, who rejected the God of Israel, were living in 
luxury. Therefore, talking among themselves, they came to the conclusion that 
it was a waste of time serving God. “What is the profit of our keeping [God’s] 
charge or of walking as in mourning [or in repentance] before the LORD of 
hosts? And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but 
they put God to the test and they escape.” 

Perhaps you, like me, have had similar experiences and feelings at times. 
You do your best to follow God’s Word in your prayers and life in general, yet 
you appear to gain nothing. In fact, if anything you end up suffering more than 
those who couldn’t care less about God. Take for example this congregation’s 
desire to expand our school. If any of us think that having a school is going to 
make our lives in this world easier, we’re sadly mistaken. It’s going to test our 
faith and tax our resources. So wouldn’t we be better off abandoning the whole 
project? That way we would have more time and money to spend on ourselves 
and our personal projects at home. 

One of the many things we’re forgetting whenever we feel this way, is 
why we’re still here in this world as God’s people. Why were the people in 
Malachi’s day spending so much time and energy rebuilding the temple? It 
wasn’t something that God wanted them to do to earn their salvation, it was a 
way of demonstrating and sharing their faith in God and His gift of salvation 
with countless others who were headed to eternal death. That’s why we’re here 
as well, to share our faith in God’s gift of salvation through Jesus Christ with 
countless others who cannot free themselves from their sins and death. 

That brings us to a couple of other things our sinful natures also try to 
erase from our memory as God’s people, and that’s God’s promises in both His 
words of Law and Gospel. First, what does God’s Word say is going to happen 
to those who don’t repent of their “arrogant…evil” ways? 



The Lord says in the very next chapter of Malachi, “Behold, the day is 
coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be 
stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so 
that it will leave them neither root nor branch.”  Those who refuse to repent of 
their arrogant, evil ways will spend their eternity in hell. 

Therefore, instead of feeling jealous of such “arrogant, evildoers,” we 
should feel sorry for them, and do our best to share with them the second thing 
we never want to forget and that’s the Good News that Jesus Christ died on the 
cross to pay for their sins and ours, and is, therefore, willing to forgive and 
forget all our sins, and receive us back into paradise with Him.  

That brings us to the second group of people mentioned in our text, who 
were also talking among themselves. But it’s obvious that their conversation 
pointed them in a completely different direction than the first group. We’re not 
give the details of their conversation, but we are told that “those who feared 
the LORD spoke with one another.” The word “feared” here includes not only a 
sense of terror, but also of great respect and honor. In the next verse it says that 
“those who feared the LORD” also “esteemed His name.” 

This suggests that these people knew that God would be justified in 
condemning them for their sins (which is a terrifying thought), but they also 
knew that God is like a loving father who would do anything possible to save 
His children from being condemned. This knowledge and faith in God’s words 
of judgement and mercy is what God works through to enable us and others to 
repent of our sins and seek His forgiveness, which He makes possible through 
the work of His promised Christ, whom we know as Jesus Christ. 

Jesus damning death on the cross in payment for our sins is meant to 
remind us of both the terrifying judgement we deserve, as well His awe-
inspiring love for us sinners which compelled and impelled Him to suffer death 
in order to give us life. And Jesus’ victorious resurrection from the dead and 
ascension into heaven assures us of His power and ability to raise us from the 
dead and give us eternal life with Him in paradise. It’s this Good News, 
together with the mention of “a book of remembrance” being “written before 
God of those who feared the LORD and esteemed His name,” that gives us 
eternal fulfillment on this Last Sunday of the Church Year and always.  

How can we, like the people in the day of Malachi and the thief on the 
cross in our Gospel reading, be comforted buy the fact that God remembers us? 
We’re certainly not comfortable in thinking that He remembers all our sins, but 
instead that He remembers His suffering and damming death in payment for 
our sins (which He will never forget). He also remembers creating saving faith 
in us through Baptism and His Word. Therefore, He remembers us in relation 
to all His promises. This includes His promise that on the last day of our life in 
this world, we (like the thief on the cross) will be with Him in paradise. 

In place of the temporary joys and sorrows of this life our Lord promises 
to fulfill in us His promise of eternal joys in the life to come, free from all 
sorrow. It’s this Good News that God works through to enable us to willingly 
sacrifice whatever is necessary in this temporary world to share eternal life in 
the next with others. All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

[Children’s Sermon] Repeat what God remembers about us and our sins; remind 
them of their Baptism and give them a card with the words: “Fear not, for I have 
redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1).


