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This Sunday and next are the last two Sunday’s of the Church Year, before we begin a 
new Church Year with Advent. But before we enter into the new we are called upon today to 
deal with the old. To help us deal with the old, especially the old life of sin in us and in this 
world, Jesus (who is the new life and the giver of new life) speaks to us this morning in 
verses 5-24 of our Gospel reading about the destruction of the old temple in Jerusalem. It’s 
destruction and the fall of Jerusalem in 70AD, when Jerusalem was “trampled underfoot by 
Gentiles,” is a foretaste of the end of the world when“the Son of Man [will come] in a cloud 
with power and great glory.” So, let’s consider some of the things that Jesus is telling us in 
our text for the sake of our peace of mind and the peace of mind of others who don’t know 
where to turn as the things of this world come unraveled. 

 “While some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and 
offerings, He said, ‘As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be 
left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” The temple in Jerusalem was 
meant by God to represent the world in miniature, especially the Garden of Eden before 
Adam and Eve’s fall into sin. God was with man in the Garden; He was with man in the 
midst of the temple (especially in the ark of the covenant); and we can compare both of these 
places with God’s presence with us today in this place. The Lord is present in all these places 
to feed and strengthen us through His Word and Sacraments. 

The Lord spoke with Adam and Eve in the garden (Genesis 3:8-9); He spoke with Moses in 
the earlier form of the temple, the tabernacle (Numbers 7:89); and He speaks with us here today 
through His Word. The Lord also fed Adam and Eve in the garden with fruit from the tree of 
life; He fed His people in OT times from some of the sacrifices (Exodus 29:33; Leviticus 3); and He 
feeds us today with the ultimate sacrifice, Christ’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. 

By His presence the Lord also made the Garden of Eden, the temple, and this place, 
places of worship. By planting “in the midst of the garden” of Eden “the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil” (Genesis 2:9), from which God told them not to eat (Genesis 2:17), 
Adam and Eve could demonstrated their love and faith in God and His Word by not eating, 
by turning away, from the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. This can be 
compared God’s people in OT times and today repenting or turning away from their sins and 
seeking God’s forgiveness, as we did at the beginning of this Divine Service. 

But what happened to the Garden of Eden, to the tabernacle and all the OT temples, and 
will eventually happen to this place? “There will not be left here one stone upon another that 
will not be thrown down.” Because of man’s sin, these places in this world where God meets 
with us and we worship Him, will not last. All these little destructions, from Adam and Eve 
being cast out of the Garden of Eden, to the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, to the 
eventual destruction of this place, point ahead to the end of this world. That’s what sin does, 
it cuts us off from God and all the good things He seeks to give us. 

All these things point us ultimately to Jesus Christ, the new temple of God “not made 
with hands” (Mark 14:58). When Jesus was “trampled underfoot by Gentiles” and crucified, He 
took upon Himself all the destructive effects of our sin. His death marked the end of the 
world in a very real and visible sense. But at the same time, while it marked the end of this 
fallen world, it wasn’t the end of life. For Jesus rose from the dead in a glorified body to 
continue to give us life in this world and the next. In Christ, God frees us from our all our 
sins and all our fears about the end of the world. Jesus is our peace, and life eternal. 

Where does God direct our attention in all this? Not to ourselves and the works of man, 
but to His Word, especially His Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, through whom He created and 



renews His creation, especially you and me. With this in mind, I want to highlight a danger 
we face every day in this fallen world once God, through His Word, gives us faith in Christ. 

Even though our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior is the work of God and a gift of God, 
the faith in our hearts is not where God wants us to focus. As believers in Jesus Christ, we are 
like the noble stones of the temple in Jerusalem, which means that part of us, our sinful 
nature, is still part of this fallen world which will in the end will be destroyed. Whenever we 
focus on the subjective feelings in our hearts, sometimes we (as faithful children of God) are 
going to stand tall and beautiful like the noble stones of the temple. But at other times we are 
going to be trampled under foot by the unbelieving Gentiles in us and around us. 

If we shift our focus from Christ to our faith in Christ in our hearts, we are going to be 
assaulted again and again with uncertainty. Take for example the question about whether or 
not Jesus Christ is in the bread and wine of the Lord’s Supper, cleansing us from our sins and 
death. If His presence in the Lord’s Supper depended on our faith, sometimes (when our faith 
is in control of our thinking), He would be present. But other times (when our sinful nature is 
in control of our thinking), He would not be present. 

The truth is that God in Jesus Christ is present in the bread and wine of the Lord’s 
Supper not according to what’s in our hearts (our subjective faith), but according to what’s in 
His objective Word—His promise. God promises in His Word, “This is my body…this is my 
blood…given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26-28). Through this 
promise and His presence He works to strengthen our faith in His forgiveness. This is where 
we go for comfort, to God’s objective Word, not to the subjective faith in our hearts. 

The faith God gives and strengthens in us through His Word and Sacraments always 
draws our attention back to God’s Word for strength, not to our hearts, since our hearts are in 
A-fib (atrial fibrillation), they are not always beating in rhythm with God’s Word. Because of 
our sinful nature there is an abnormal rhythm between the upper chamber of our hearts (our 
God given faith) and the lower chamber (our sinful unbelief). That’s why our God given faith 
continues to draw us back to God’s Word and promises to calm our A-fibbing hearts. 

How can we apply this to the struggles we face in this life, such as the A-fib, or 
imbalanced rhythm in the heart, that this congregation is currently experiencing in it’s desire 
to expand Redeemer Lutheran School? Some feel that God has placed it on their hearts to 
expand the school in one way, and others feel that God has placed it on their hearts to expand 
the school in another way. What does God’s Word say to calm the imbalance of our hearts?  

In Christ, The Noble Stone, we are all noble stones who have been given many gifts, 
especially the gift of faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior. But when we take our focus off of 
Christ and His desire for us to work together and “care for one another” (1 Corinthians 12:21-25), 
and focus instead on what each of us feels individually in our hearts, our plans will fail. 
That’s when we, again, trusting in God’s promises through The Noble Stone, Jesus Christ, 
return to Him in repentant faith, trusting in His death in payment for our sins and in His 
resurrection victory which raises to life everlasting with Him and enables us to lay down our 
swords and pick up our crosses; as we work together with Christ and His body the church to 
help in accomplishing what He wants done (which He will accomplish with our without us). 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] Do you know what often happens when we do what we, in our hearts, want to do? 
Sometimes we do good things, like God wants us to do, and sometimes we do bad things which God 
doesn’t want us to do. The bad things we do get us into trouble. 

So where does God want us to go to for help. To Jesus, saying we’re sorry for the bad things we 
do, and trusting that He died on the cross to take all our bad behavior away, and rose from the dead to 
give us good things forever and ever. Here’s a cross to wear over your heart to remind you that Jesus 
and His work on the cross calms our troubled hearts.


