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Today we observe All Saints’ Day, which has in years past been called “All 
Hallows Day.” “Hallow” is an old English term for “holy,” which we use in the 
Lord’s prayer when we pray “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed by Thy 
name.” As Luther reminds us in his meaning to the Lord’s Prayer, “God’s name is 
certainly holy in and of itself;” but what about you and me? Can we be so bold as to 
claim to be holy or saints of God? 

The answer is “yes,” not because of anything we have done but because of 
what Jesus Christ has done when He shed His holy blood and died on a cross in 
full payment for all our sins, and because (through God’s Word and Sacrament 
of Holy Baptism) God the Holy Spirit has given us faith in Jesus as our Savior 
from our unholy sins, death and the devil. So now, thanks to the work of God 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who created, redeemed and sanctified us, Jesus 
Christ’s resurrected, eternal and holy blood flows throughout our sinful flesh, 
purifying us in God’s sight. In Christ we have been made “white in the blood of 
the lamb;” pure “as He is pure;” saints. 

Therefore, while All Saints’ Day began as a remembrance of all the martyrs 
who died in defense of the Christian faith, and later developed into a day on 
which we remembered all our brothers and sisters in Christ who are now with 
the Lord in heaven, we are also encouraged by God through His Word to 
celebrate our unity with the whole body of Christ, in heaven and on earth. So, to 
get us thinking about this unity of all God’s saints, I’ve entitled this sermon “The 
Communion of Saints,” which is one of the things we’ve just confessed in the 
Apostles’ Creed that we believe in: “The Communion of Saints.” 

Communion is a word which speaks of coming together—of being united. 
So let’s first consider briefly what divides us and what unites us. When it comes 
to the saints in heaven, it certainly looks like they have been divided from us, 
God’s saints on earth. If you, like me, have lost loved ones through death, then 
you’re familiar with the grief and pain you feel as a result. Not being able to 
share with them our joys and sorrows is heartbreaking for us on earth. But what 
about our loved ones in heaven? Does God’s Word in Revelation make it sound 
like they’re grieving their visible separation from us? Certainly not! God has 
wiped “every tear from their eyes.” 

Does that mean they don’t miss us, like we miss them? I would say, yes. 
They don’t miss us like we miss them because they have no doubt that we’re not 
with them in heaven yet because God still has a plan for us on earth—that this is 
all part of God’s plan of salvation—that “salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on throne, and to the Lamb”—and that in no time at all (especially as far as 
they’re concerned) we will see each other again. Therefore, instead of grieving 
they’re rejoicing. 

Even though we don’t see the Lamb of God sitting on the throne of God in 
the same way the saints in heaven do, we know by faith that He is with us, His 
body the Church, in heaven and here on earth. In Him we are united. And it’s 
our God given faith in this Good News that has gathered us together here today, 
where heaven touches earth, to rejoice “with angels, archangels and with all the 
company of heaven.” We rejoice because God has blessed us in the past with 



saving faith in Jesus Christ through His Word and Sacrament of Holy Baptism, 
and continues to strength our faith in His promises this morning through His 
Word and Holy Communion to keep us united to Him and His body, the Church. 

Why do we need God’s continual blessing? Because, unlike the saints in 
heaven, we continue to fall for the lie that we can enjoy a blessed life apart from 
Christ and His body, the Church. Our sinful nature continues to tempt us to 
believe that our freedom in Christ means that we are free to do our own thing, 
apart from the will of God and His Church. A beatitude of our sinful nature 
would be: “Blessed are the independent in spirit, for they don’t have to wait 
around for God or anyone else. They can fix the mess we’re in on their own.” 

That’s why Jesus tells us, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” The “poor in spirit” are blessed because Jesus took on 
their poor sinful condition and died for their sins so that they can be united 
forever to His resurrection victory over their sins and death. Through this Good 
News God works to enable us to “mourn” or to repent of our sins and to “be 
comforted” by God’s promise of forgiveness through Jesus Christ. 

It’s through this assurance of God’s forgiveness, and that “the kingdom of 
heaven” is ours, that God enables us, like the saints in heaven, to be patient for 
the Last Day of this world, trusting that if God can save us through this Good 
News, He can also save others yet to be born or born again. 

This is what the second part of Jesus’ beatitudes speak of,  His work 
through us to save others. We who know and believe in the way of peace with 
God through Jesus Christ are called by God to work with Christ and the rest of 
His Body the Church to be “merciful” to other sinners like ourselves by sharing 
with them the message of peace—by being “peacemakers.” And in the current 
state of this world, which encourages us every day to be afraid of loosing our 
earthly possessions and health, the need for God’s peace through Jesus Christ 
has never been greater. 

While Jesus makes it clear that some will refuse to repent of their stubborn, 
independent ways, and will use whenever persecution or fear-mongering they 
can to stop the proclamation of the Gospel, others will repent and be saved. 
Knowing and believing this is what enables us, by the grace and power of God, 
to not be afraid of death but instead to be willing to make whatever sacrifices 
are necessary to share God’s gift of salvation through Jesus Christ with the lost 
sheep of this world before God calls us to our heavenly home with Him and “all 
the company of heaven.” 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] In our opening hymn we sang God’s words which He sent Moses to 
tell the old Pharaoh in Egypt, “Let my people go!” When the Pharaoh did finally let 
God’s people go, where did Moses lead them? To the promised land of Canaan. 

But the way to the promised land of Canaan looked impossible. Not only was 
there a lot of desert between Egypt and Canaan, but God had Moses lead the people not 
around the Red Sea but through it. How is that possible? God did the impossible by 
parting the waters so that they could walk through the Red Sea on dry ground. 

When the children were walking on the dry ground through the Red Sea, what’s 
something they might have found on the sea floor? Sea shells. 

Here’s a sea shell to remind you that when Jesus died for our sins on the cross and 
rose from the dead to lead us to the promised land of heaven through the waters of holy 
baptism, who do we believe? The people who say that’s impossible, or Jesus? Jesus, 
who does the impossible to save us!


