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In our Gospel reading for today Jesus is speaking to His disciples, 
believers in Jesus as their Savior, like you and me. He begins with a variety of 
teachings which speak about the way we are to live our lives as God’s people 
walking through this world on our way to heaven. Then He closes with an 
illustration which focuses on what we should expect from God for our faithful 
service. So I’ve entitled this sermon, “Our Faith-walk to Paradise.”  

If we go through each section of our text, hopefully we’ll see how they 
are all connected, and how thankful we can be for all that our Lord does to 
make our faith-walk to paradise possible. Jesus begins by giving us a helpful 
warning. “Temptations to sin are sure to come.” This world is full of 
temptations which seek to turn us around from following Jesus to paradise to 
following the way of the devil into hell. “But woe to the one through whom 
[temptations] come! It would be better for him if a millstone were hung 
around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should  cause one 
of these little ones to sin.” 

“Little ones” in this context refers not just to young children but also to 
those who are young, or weak in their faith (which could apply to all of us, 
since we could all benefit from a stronger faith). When our sinful words or 
actions lead anyone of “these little ones to sin,” we become an extension of 
Satan’s claws which seek to rip God’s children out of God’s arms—out of the 
comforting, nourishing womb of His body, the Church, in which He nourishes 
and comforts us through His Word and Sacraments. 

Jesus emphasized how serious it is to cause someone to sin by saying that 
it would be better “if a millstone were hung around [their] neck and [they] 
were cast into the sea.” So, “pay attention to yourselves,” to what you say 
and do! Don’t lead others to sin! 

Unfortunately, whenever I pay attention to myself, I can think of any 
number of ways that I have sinned in thought, word, and deed by what I have 
said and done, and by what I have left unsaid and undone. Therefore, I justly 
deserve God’s present and eternal punishment. But when I also pay attention 
to God’s Word, He shows me not only what I deserve because of my sin, but 
also what He took upon Himself, that “millstone…hung around His neck,” 
when He hung on a cross so that I could be forgiven. 

The more I meditate on the eternal benefits of God’s gift of forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ, the more God enables me to move on to the next section 
of our text which has to do with forgiving others. “If your brother sins, rebuke 
him.” Notice that if we think that our “brother,” a fellow Christian, has 
sinned, we don’t tell others about that sin, we go to that fellow Christian and 
“rebuke” him or her. To “rebuke” someone in this context, as one sinner to 
another, as one child of God to another, is to be done in a humble spirit of 
love, and with a focus on forgiveness. 



Jesus emphasizes this focus more on forgiveness by saying, “if he 
repents, forgiven him, and if he sins against you seven times in a day, and 
turns to you seven times, saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgiven him.” Notice the 
subtle absence of rebuking someone seven times (although that may be 
necessary), and the emphasis on repeated forgiveness, just as we daily in the 
Lord’s Prayer confess our sins and seek His daily forgiveness. 

It’s at this point that the apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 
Forgiving others their trespasses as God forgives our trespasses doesn’t come 
easy. But then it wasn’t easy for Jesus to make such forgiveness possible. He 
did the hard part through His death and resurrection. 

So Jesus, in response to the apostles’ request to “increase [their] faith,” 
emphasized the miraculous things that can happen when we share our faith in 
Jesus Christ and His work of salvation and forgiveness with others (which 
appears to be a very small thing, “like a grain of mustard seed”). In our text 
Jesus mentions how even a tiny faith can uproot a mulberry tree and plant it in 
the sea. Elsewhere He speaks of the power of faith to throw a mountain into 
the sea (Matthew 21:21). But even greater still is the power of the Holy Spirit to 
plant saving faith in someone’s heart and to throw their mountainous sins into 
the sea when we share with them the Good News of God’s forgiveness 
through Jesus Christ, especially with someone who has sinned against us. 

The final section or our text, Jesus’ illustration about a servant who does 
what he’s told and expects nothing in return, may be hard to understand if we 
have a negative picture in our heads of a master/servant or slave relationship. 
But if you think about God as being our master who has already given us all 
that we have, including new and eternal life, and we are His undeserving 
servants who rely on His daily forgiveness, to expect God to give us a 
standing ovation, or to reward us every time we do something that is expected 
of us reveals a misunderstand of God’s gracious gifts. 

Instead, we serve a serving God who gave His life as the ransom price for 
our sins, and who continues to serve us through His Word and Sacraments to 
enable us to serve Him by humbly serving others in Jesus’ name. To 
summarize one of Jesus’ main points in our text about our faith-walk through 
this world on the way to paradise, let me give you an illustration. 

[Children’s Sermon]. When we walk from one place to another, which way do we 
face? Forward. That way we can look out for “lions and tigers and bears. Oh my!”But 
when we walk through this world by faith in Jesus Christ, God wants us to keep our 
eyes focused on what happened in the past, or behind us, especially when Jesus died 
on the cross to get rid of our sins, and rose from the dead so that He can continue to 
be with us and protect us from our sins, death, and the devil. 

So, according to our faith in Jesus Christ we are walking backwards through this 
world on our way to heaven by keeping our eyes of faith focused on what Jesus did 
for us in the past through His death and resurrection, and promised to do for us in the 
future. 

Here’s another cross for you, so that you can share the other crosses I’ve been 
giving you with others and keep one for yourself. That way, both you and other 
people can keep your eyes focused on Jesus’ work on the cross for our salvation as 
we, by faith, walk backward through this world on our way to heaven. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.


