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One focus of our readings for today is the danger of loving money. In his 
comments on our OT reading from Amos, Luther said, “possession of wealth is not 
bad. Acquiring wealth unjustly and misusing it—this is bad” (AE 18”168). One way we tend 
to misuse wealth is keeping more than our share to ourselves. But our 
selfishness points to a deeper problem, and that’s the problem of not hearing or 
heeding the Word of God. Since Jesus in our Gospel reading focuses more on 
this failure to heed God’s Word, I decided to switch the focus of this sermon 
from our OT reading from Amos to our Gospel reading from Luke. My new 
theme is: “What Makes the World Go Round?” 

In answer to that question, a lot can be said for the adage: “Money Makes 
the World Go Round.” After all, money can be used for a lot of good things 
like feeding the poor Lazarus’ of this world, or for building churches and 
schools. But money, when it is misused, can also make the world spin out of 
control. That’s one of the reasons the saying “Follow the Money” is often used 
in reference to the root of various forms of corruption in this world. 

This was apparently the case when it came to the rich man in Jesus 
parable. Like the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, the love of money had 
consumed the rich man’s life. Instead of thanking God for His undeserved, 
merciful gifts by sharing them with others, he acted as if he had earned them—
that they were his reward for some good behavior on his part. Therefore, he 
was unwilling to share them with what he considered to be undeserving people. 
It’s been said that a selfish person’s heart is like a coffin, long enough and wide 
enough for himself, but no one else. 

Jesus emphasized the selfishness of the rich man by mentioning a poor 
Jewish man named Lazarus, who was laid at the gate of the rich man, and who 
“desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table.” Notice that we’re 
told he “desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man’s table,” not that “he 
was fed with what fell from the rich man’s table.” When both of these men 
died, the “poor man…was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side” (referring 
to heaven), while the “rich man” went to “hades” (referring to hell). 

A common misunderstanding when it comes to this parable is that Lazarus 
ended up in heaven because he was a poor beggar in this life, while the rich 
man was in hell because he was rich in this life. But, in the context of the rest 
of Scripture and the rest of Jesus’ parable we know that this is not true. 

The poor man was in heaven because of His faith in God and His promise 
of salvation. Jesus emphasized this by giving “the poor man” a name, 
“Lazarus,” which means “God is my helper.” As Jesus mentioned elsewhere “I 
know my own and my own know me” (John 10:14). 

Another point Jesus makes in this parable is that our salvation is by grace 
alone, “not a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Ephesians 2:9). You can’t 
get much more helpless than Lazarus. He couldn’t even keep the dogs from 
licking his sores. But God “saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to His own mercy, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us richly through Jesus 
Christ our Savior, so that being justified by His grace we might become heirs 



according to the hope of eternal life” (Titus 3:5-7), which Lazarus was now 
enjoying. 

In stark contract, the rich man’s lack of faith in God’s promises is 
emphasized in this parable by not giving him a name. Jesus’ chilling words to 
unbelievers on Judgement Day comes to mind, “I do not know you.” (Matthew 

25:12). For, “if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in need, yet 
closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him” (1 John 3:17). 

Through the conversation of the rich man and Abraham in Jesus’ parable, 
He hi-lights the rich man’s continued rejection of God’s Word. In hell, the rich 
man continued to think of both Abraham and Lazarus as his servants by asking 
Abraham to send Lazarus to “dip the end of his finger in water and cool my 
tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.” When Abraham lets him know that 
this is not possible for “a great chasm has been fixed” (referring to the eternal 
separation of heaven and hell), the rich man comes up with a plan to save his 
five brothers. He begs Abraham to raise Lazarus from the dead so that he can 
warn his five brothers before they die and join him in hell. 

Abraham responds by saying, “They have Moses and the Prophets 
(referring to the Scriptures) let them hear them.” This is perhaps the main 
point of Jesus’ parable, the power of God’s Word to save us. When the rich 
man continues to disagree with the notion that God can save his brothers 
simply through His Word, Abraham concludes Jesus parable with the words, 
“If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if 
someone should rise from the dead.” If you remember, when Jesus raised a real 
Lazarus from the dead, the brother of Martha and Mary, the chief priests and 
Pharisees, who rejected God’s Word made flesh, Jesus Christ, “from that day 
on made plans to put [Jesus] to death” (John 11:53). 

This parable of Jesus is profoundly enlightening to our lives when it 
comes to knowing how God created and maintains our saving faith in His 
promise of eternal life through Jesus Christ’s damning death on a cross for our 
sins and His glorious resurrection from the dead so that (as we’ll be singing in 
our second distribution hymn) we “may die unfearing.” He does it all through 
His Word. Knowing this encourages us to continue to hear, read, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest or take to heart His Word.  

In that same hymn we’ll pray, “Lord, grant that I in every place may 
glorify Thy lavish grace and help and serve my neighbor.” The Lord answers 
this prayer through His same promise of forgiveness in His Word, Baptism, and 
the Lord’s Supper, enabling us to repent of our mismanagement of His gifts, 
both temporal and eternal, and to better manage His gifts in ways that work to 
serve and save our neighbors. God’s Word is what makes the world go round. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
[Children’s Sermon] Let’s suppose that your mom gives each of you a nutritious granola bar, 

like this one, for your school lunch. Then, on your way to school, you see a poor boy who is 
starving of hunger. Would you be willing to give him your granola bar? Why? One reason may 
be that you know that you still have plenty of food in your lunchbox, and that if you’re still 
hungry when you get home your mom will probably let you have another granola bar. 

What is the greatest treasure God gives you in this life? [Jesus, His Word, Baptism, 
faith…]. Those who don’t have faith in Jesus as their Savior are worse off than the starving boy 
I mentioned earlier. So, when you know of someone who doesn’t believe in Jesus Christ as 
their Savior, what do you want to share with them? Your faith in Jesus’ death on the cross to 
pay for their sins, and His resurrection from the dead for our eternal salvation. When you tell 
others about Jesus, will your faith in Jesus grow weaker or stronger? God will make your faith 
stronger through the same Good News that will hopefully save the people you share it with.


