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Both our Gospel and Epistle readings for today contain some difficult things to understand 
and digest. But they share a common theme which I would like to focus on this morning, and that’s 
the theme of “Sharing God’s Blessings.” Implied in this theme, “Sharing God’s Blessings,” is that 
we have been given God’s blessings in the first place. You can’t share what you don’t have. 

The greatest blessing God has given us through His Word and Baptism is our faith in Jesus 
Christ as our Savior from our sins, death and the devil through His death and resurrection, and the 
assurance of our eternal future with God in paradise. And since God “desires all people to be 
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth,” He certainly wants us to share this Good News 
with others. This is one of the points Jesus makes in His parable about the “shrewd manager.” 

Jesus began His parable by saying,“there was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 
were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions.” So He was not only shrewd but 
dishonest. If we apply Jesus’ parable to ourselves, He would be the rich man and we would be the 
managers of His possessions. We’re not told how the manager was wasting the rich man’s 
possessions, but if you put yourself in the manager’s position maybe you can answer that question. 

How do you waste or misuse the gifts that God has given you to manage, both temporal and 
eternal? Do your words and actions through the week suggest to others that true joy comes from 
material wealth, or from the eternal riches which are yours in Christ Jesus? Fortunately, like the 
rich man in Jesus’ parable, God doesn’t send us straight to prison (or hell) whenever we 
mismanage his gifts—whenever we are poor witnesses of our faith in Christ, such as when we 
worship the earthly things God gives us instead of God. Instead, God mercifully disciplines us in 
this life to remind us that our sinful actions can separate us and others from Him, which is hell. 

That’s one of the things our Lord is telling us in His parable. Instead of demanding that the 
manager pay back all that he had wasted, or having him arrested and put in prison, which would 
normally be expected, the rich man is mercifully and, therefore, simply fires him. So the manager 
ends up doing something that would have normally gotten him into even more trouble. Acting as if 
he was still the rich man’s manager, and before anyone knew otherwise, he suggested to those who 
were indebted to the rich man that the rich man is merciful by reducing their debt. Fortunately the 
manager’s trust in the rich man’s mercy was well founded. The rich man commended his manager 
for trusting in his mercy and demonstrating his mercy to others. At the end of our text, Jesus lets us 
know that a similar trust in God’s mercy will result in “eternal dwellings” when “unrighteous 
wealth…fails”—when the things of the world come to an end. 

As managers of God’s gifts, this is how God wants us to manage them. He doesn’t want us to 
use them to try to secure our future in this world or the next. Instead, He wants us to share His 
earthly and eternal blessings with others in order to secure their eternal future through Jesus Christ. 

Knowing how best to share our faith in God’s mercy and salvation in Jesus Christ through our 
words and actions comes from “Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith“ (Hebrews 12:2), who 
willingly offered Himself as the “ransom” price for all people, the full payment for our sins. 
Through Jesus’ fulfillment of God’s judgement against our sins, He frees us to serve others in 
similar ways, sharing the gifts God gives us and even our very selves with others not in an attempt 
to earn our salvation (since Christ has already done that), but to save others especially by sharing 
with them God’s message of salvation through Jesus Christ. For, as we’ll be singing in the first of 
our distribution hymns (578 LSB), God’s “ Strong Word bespeaks us righteous.” 

Through St. Paul in our Epistle reading, God continues this theme of sharing His blessings. As 
people, like Paul, who are thankful for our salvation, God urges us to manage our new lives in 
Christ in ways which keep in mind that this world is passing away and that there are many who 
don’t yet have saving faith in Christ. Under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, St. Paul writes:“First 



of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercession, and thanksgivings be made for all 
people.” 

When Paul says “First of all” it’s similar to saying “most important of all.” And I can think of 
no more important or humble service among God’s people than to spend some of the time God 
gives us in prayer. Our prayers to God demonstrate our Spirit empowered faith in God’s promises, 
such as His promise to hear and power to answer our prayers according to what He knows is best. 
Through such prayers of God’s people no human being (not even ourselves) will see all that is 
accomplished. Therefore, we won’t get any credit from other people or from God, and rightly so. 
Nevertheless, through our prayers, and by the grace of God, we cooperate with Christ in His 
working all things together for good—in His efforts to save all people. When we pray for others 
and ourselves we join in the work of Christ. Therefore it is the most important work of all. [See Grace 

Upon Grace, chapter 3, “The Mystery of Prayer,” by John W. Kleinig, CPH]. 
Of course if God can use us in any way to answer our prayers, we’re happy to do whatever He 

makes possible. As helpless sinners who are grateful to be a part of God’s eternal family, even 
serving as a “doorkeeper in the house of the Lord” (Psalm 84:10) would be a great honor. Or, are we 
jealous of what we think are the more important works of service among God’s people? 

Paul continues in our Epistle reading by speaking about some of the works of service among 
God’s people who are equally saved and loved by God but who are given different responsibilities. 
When Paul speaks of the way women dress or “adorn themselves,” he’s speaking less about the 
jewelry they put on or the way they style their hair and more about the way they adorn themselves 
with humility and peace. St. Paul writes in Colossians 3:12, “Put on…as God’s chosen ones, holy 
and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.” 

Yes, man was created first, and woman out of man, but does that mean that women are 
inferior to men? Is Jesus inferior to the Father since He was begotten of the Father (Psalm 2:7)? No, of 
course not. Jesus simply has another role to play which is different than the Father’s or the Holy 
Spirit’s, even though as God each person of the Trinity certainly shares in all God’s work. 
Something similar is true with regard to His Body, the Church. Even though God doesn’t call all of 
His people to be pastors, we all share in supporting the preaching, teaching, baptizing and feeding 
ministry of His Church through the various gifts God gives us, which are all equally as important. 
Take for example the role of childbearing for some women. Not only are women “saved through 
childbearing,” we all are through the child that Mary bore, Jesus Christ. 

Our importance in God’s church is not based on which part of the body we are, or how much 
earthly wealth we possess. Our importance in God’s church is based on God’s grace in Christ who 
saved us from our sins and makes us part of His body. Therefore, we praise God through our works 
of service in whatever way, shape or form, not by trying (through them) to save ourselves, but by 
working together with Christ to save others. And what an incredible privilege it is to be involved, 
in any way possible, in serving the little ones of this world, from our children, to the children in 
our church, school, preschool, and beyond! All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon]What are some of the physical things in this world that make you happy? A birthday 
party, a new puppy, visiting your Grandparents, a new bike, an new friend… If you notice these things, like 
the line they’re on, all have a beginning and an end. None of them will last very long. If these are the only 
things that make you happy, your happiness will not last very long, will it? 

What’s the only part of our lives that lasts forever and makes us happy forever? Jesus Christ! He is like 
this circle, with no beginning or end. When we believe the truth that Jesus is the one who give us all the 
good things in this life, do we have to be sad when these good things come to an end, or stingy about 
sharing them with others? No, because when God, through His Word and Baptism, united us to Jesus Christ, 
who died on a cross and rose from the dead to set us free from our sins and death, He gave us eternal life 
with Jesus, along with all the good things of paradise, which last forever and ever. When Jesus is the center 
of our lives, our happiness will never end. One of the ways we share this Good News with others is by 
sharing with them the things God gives us, especially our faith in Jesus Christ.


