
Luke 15:1-10 - “The Lost and Found” 
Pr. Kurt A. Van Fossan - Proper 19C (Pentecost 14) 2022 

There’s a lot going on in our Gospel reading for today, which speaks to 
all of us in one way or another. First of all we heard that “tax collectors and 
sinners were all drawing near to hear Jesus.” Then we heard of “the 
Pharisees and scribes” who sound like they were looking on from a distance 
at this unrighteous gathering of tax collectors, sinners and Jesus. They had 
worked hard to make and keep themselves righteous, and were grumbling 
about Jesus’ words of mercy and forgiveness for sinners who had not. “So 
[Jesus] told them this parable: ‘What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if 
he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country, 
and go after the one that is lost, until he finds it?’” 

In the past I’ve questioned why Jesus would “leave the ninety-nine in the 
open country,” since sheep can’t defend themselves against predators, like 
wolves, in the open country. But if we read a little further in our text, who 
might Jesus be comparing these “ninety-nine in the open country” to, when 
He says that “there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance”? 

Since we are all unrighteous sinners in need of repentance, the “ninety-
nine” who “need no repentance” refers to those who, like the Pharisees and 
scribes, believe that they have made themselves righteous by their good works 
and therefore, in their minds, “need no repentance.” They are lost sheep too, 
but they don’t think of themselves as lost. They remind me of some of the 
members of this congregation who are either not here today and grumbling at 
home or elsewhere, or they are here but mainly to also grumble. Why are they 
grumbling? Some are grumbling because one or more of you other members 
or I have done or are doing something which they consider sinful. Therefore, 
like the Pharisees and scribes in our text, they don’t want to associate with 
sinners like us. They hold themselves aloof, high and mighty, thinking that we 
are much more in need of repentance and of the forgiveness that the Lord is 
here today to give all of us through His Word and Sacraments than they are. 

The truth is that we all fall into this category when we think that we know 
enough of God’s Word that we don’t need to continue to be in God’s Word 
throughout the week. After all, we’re present here today, hopefully to listen 
more than to grumble. But if I were to ask you later today or tomorrow what 
this sermon was about, how many of you would be able to remember? I know 
that even I who, by the grace and power of God wrote this sermon, may not be 
able to, off of the top of my head, remember it, so I don’t expect that you will. 
This is a clear example of the need for all of us to be in God’s Word as much 
as possible, not only for our good (the strengthening of our faith), but also for 
the good of others with whom God wants us to share His Word. 

Did you notice that Jesus, in our text, spoke not only of a lost sheep, but 
that He began His parable by mentioning a man who had a hundred sheep and 
“lost one of them.” The Greek tense of the word which we here translate as 
“lost” suggests that the shepherd is partly responsible for the loss of that 
sheep. That was certainly the case with many of the shepherds or pastor’s in 
Ezekiel’s day, which we heard about in our OT reading. They were more 
concerned about providing for themselves an easy life in this world than about 



their eternal lives and the eternal lives of God’s people. This resulted in them 
being not only unfamiliar with God’s Word, but also lax when it came to 
sharing God’s Word of Law and Gospel with others. Instead, they told people 
what the itching ears of their sinful natures wanted to hear instead of what 
they needed to hear from God’s Word to create and sustain their faith in God. 

But it’s not just pastors who have been given this responsibility to share 
God’s Word in it’s truth and purity with others. God gives all of us this 
responsibility in our various vocations, especially the vocation of being a 
parent. What are we teaching others, especially our children, by our daily 
devotional habits? Do we devote more of our free time to our TV’s or social 
media platforms like Facebook than to God’s book? Do we take time each day 
to read God’s Word and share it with others, especially our children, through 
our words and actions whenever possible? Infinitely more important than 
family meals are family devotions. But sadly, instead of our Christian faith, 
our selfish pride continues to rule more of our lives than we would like. 

Thanks be to God that He doesn’t give up on us in this life. Instead God 
Himself, in Jesus Christ, comes to rescue us, like the lost sheep in Jesus’ 
parable. Then He lays us on His shoulders, which points to the cross where He 
places us and all our sins on His shoulders, and through His sacrificial death 
sets us free from our sins, death and the devil. Then He rises from the dead to 
give us faith in this Good News through His Word and Sacraments through 
which He enables us to repent of our sins and rejoice in His forgiveness along 
with the whole family of God in heaven and on earth. When the man in Jesus’ 
parable brings the lost sheep home and “calls together his friends and his 
neighbors,” this is a picture of the Church in heaven and on earth which God 
gathers together during the Divine Service to rejoice in His forgiveness. 

What about the “ninety-nine” self-righteous sheep “in the open country” 
who see no need to repent, or to receive the salvation God is present here 
today to give us through His Word and His crucified and risen body and 
blood? Does our Lord still love these self-righteous sheep? Sure He does. And 
He continues to work through us, His body the Church, to share this Good 
News with all people, especially our children, over and over and over again. 

All Glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] Jesus, in our Gospel reading for today, compared us to lost 
sheep who are, by themselves, unable to find their way back home to Him. He also 
compared us to a lost coin like this one, which, even more than a sheep, is unable to 
find it’s way back home. A coin is not only dumb, it’s dead. 

The woman in Jesus parable, who lost the coin and then searches her house to 
find it, represents all the children of God, like you and me. He wants all of us to 
search for the lost coins of this world who are not here today. They rely on God 
working through people like you and me to find them. 

Do you remember what the woman used to find her lost coin? She lit a lamp. 
The light of that lamp reminds us of Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, who died on 
the cross to pay for our sins, and then rose from the dead and comes to us today 
through His words in the Bible. God makes it possible for us to find the lost coins in 
this world by keeping us connected to Jesus Christ through His Word, and enabling 
us to share the Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ with others. 

So, now that we’ve heard God’s Word, let’s go on a treasure hunt. Let’s go 
outside the church to find some lost coins by singing  “Jesus loves me…” 


