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Our Gospel reading tells us about a time when Jesus went to eat at “the 
house of a ruler of the Pharisees.” There where other Pharisee’s and 
“lawyers” present, religious leaders who were supposedly experts in God’s 
Law, and they were “watching [Jesus] closely,” waiting for Him to say or do 
something that would give them just cause to put Him to death. This, right 
from the start, tells us something about Jesus’ love for all sinners. He was 
just as willing to eat with and reach out to those who were determined to kill 
Him, as He was with tax collectors and the sexually immoral. For God 
“desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 

Timothy 2:4). 
Unfortunately, one of the biggest stumbling blocks for many of the 

religious leaders of Jesus’ day was their failure to admit that they were just 
as unclean or sinful as those guilty of something like adultery. Their pride in 
themselves made them unfaithful to God their only Savior. The moment we 
take pride in ourselves for anything is the moment we’re headed in the 
wrong direction when it comes to God’s way of salvation by grace alone, 
through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone. 

We all struggle with pride, especially those who think they don’t. Pride, 
like it’s middle letter “i”, focuses on what I think I have done or can do on 
my own, not acknowledging that apart from God I can do nothing (John 15:5)! 
Sinful pride causes people to get upset when a brother or sister in Christ 
cares enough about them to let them know when they’re caught up in sin. 
Sinful pride causes churches to resort to worldly methods of making 
disciples instead of trusting in God’s work through His Word and 
Sacraments (Matthew 28:19-20). Sinful pride is at the heart of sin, since when we 
sin we say that we know what’s best for us, not God. 

What’s God’s remedy for the swelling pride in our lives? The very thing 
that we so often, out of pride, neglect in our daily lives—the hearing and/or 
reading of God’s Word. Through God’s Word of Law and Gospel He works 
to crucify our sinful pride on a daily basis so that it doesn’t remain in control 
of our lives. So let’s get back to God’s Word in our Gospel reading where 
I’m sure it’s no coincidence that we’re told of a man standing before Jesus 
who suffered from “dropsy.” 

Dropsy is a disease that causes a build up of fluid in the body or 
swelling, similar in a sense to the spiritual disease of pride which swells our 
opinion of ourselves. So Jesus uses this opportunity to point out the pride 
and hypocrisy of the religious leaders whenever they condemned the 
uncleanness of others, like the man with dropsy, while overlooking their 
own uncleanness. 

By healing the man with dropsy on a Sabbath day Jesus not only 
emphasized His ability to cleanse us from our sins and all the effects of sin, 
but He also emphasized one of the main focuses of the OT Sabbath laws. 
The Sabbath was a day on which God’s people rested from their labors in 
this world to focus on all the gifts God gives us, especially the gift of faith in 
His promise of salvation through Christ. 



This is our focus every day of our lives as God’s people when we 
believe God’s word that apart from Him we can do nothing. But over the 
centuries God has led His people to gather together especially on Sunday to 
celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead—His victory over our sins, death 
and the devil. For it’s through this Good News that God continues to crucify 
our man-made faith in ourselves and raise up our God-created faith in Him. 

This is God’s remedy for our swelling pride, which over and over again 
takes control of our lives and causes us to get upset when things don’t go 
our way. God’s remedy is the continual humility of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
“who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, 
being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He 
humbled Himself, [He continued to humble Himself] by becoming obedient 
to the point of death, even death on a cross”(Philippians 2:6-10). 

But Jesus didn’t stop there. After He rose from the dead and His 
heavenly Father exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above 
every name, He continues to come to us and serve us in the Divine Service 
with His crucified and risen body and blood through His Word and the 
Lord’s Supper. Through His humble service, our Lord keeps us coming back 
to His Word and Sacrament to heal us of our swollen pride through 
forgiveness. 

When God forgives us He not only crosses out our swollen pride, 
turning our I’s into t’s, He also enables us to bear our crosses—to willing 
make sacrifices in our lives in order to lead others to their only Savior and 
ours, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

       [Children’s Sermon] When we were born, we were like this balloon without any 
air in it. This balloon is going nowhere but down. But each one of you are different 
than most of the people in this world. Your parents not only brought you to church 
to be Baptized, but they also told you the Good News about God’s Son who 
became a man in Jesus Christ so that He could be punished for your sins through 
His death on a cross, and then rise from the dead to give you new and eternal life. 
Through this Good News God fills you up with faith in Him and keeps you filled 
up with faith in Him so that when you die, what’s going to happen to you? God is 
going to take you up to heaven with Him. 

But that day hasn’t happened yet. Instead, we are for the moment filled with 
Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit and grounded in this world along with other people 
who are like this second balloon. This person/balloon was not Baptized or told 
about Jesus as their Savior, instead it was filled up with the hot air of man who says 
that we can get to heaven by what we do. 

How do you convince this person that they can’t save themselves but that only 
Jesus can save them? You can’t rise up into heaven to show them that this is what’s 
going to happen to all those who believe in Jesus, but you can tell them the Good 
News about Jesus’ death and resurrection. When you do, God promises that He will 
do all in His power to deflate their faith in themselves and inflate them with faith in 
Him. 

That’s why we want to keep coming to Jesus, who promises to strengthen our 
faith in Him through what He tells us in the Bible. By hearing and reading the 
Bible, Jesus not only keeps breathing His breath/Spirit into us to keep our faith in 
Him alive so that we will go up instead of down when we die, but He also enables 
us to breathe His breath of eternal life into others by telling them about Jesus.


