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Today is a glorious day on which we, with the heavenly angels, rejoice in 
hearing four more people publicly confess their God given faith that they are 
saved by the gracious work of God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This is what 
we repeatedly confess every time we confess one of the universal creeds of the 
Christian Church, like the Apostles’ Creed. 

We confess that we believe in God the Father who created us, thus rejecting 
the demonic teaching of evolution. 

We confess that Jesus Christ alone redeemed us by paying for our sins with 
His holy, precious blood and His innocent suffering and death. He is the 
“narrow door” into heaven. We thus reject all other false god’s or ways of 
salvation. 

We confess that the Holy Spirit sanctifies or makes us holy by giving us 
faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior, thus rejecting the demonic teaching that we 
can make ourselves holy by what we do. We believe, teach and confess that we 
cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come 
to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called us by the Gospel, enlightened us with His 
gifts, sanctified (made us holy) through Baptism and His Word and keeps us in 
the true faith (keeps us holy) through the Word of God and the Lord’s Supper 
unto to life everlasting. 

Why then, when the man in our Gospel reading asks Jesus a question about 
how many will be saved, does Jesus tell him and others to “strive to enter 
through the narrow door.” As I said, Jesus is “the narrow door.” He’s “the 
narrow door” not because He’s skinny, but because He is the only door or way 
into heaven. But the Good News is that He’s not a closed door. He’s the open 
door into heaven. Jesus opened the door into heaven when He died on the cross 
in our place, for our sins. 

So why does Jesus tell us to“strive” to enter heaven, as if we have 
something to do with our salvation? The original Greek word which our English 
version translates as “strive” is “ἀγωνίζοµαι,” which is where we get the word 
“agony.” Therefore, to strive in the sense that Jesus is talking about is to strive 
or struggle against all the forces of evil which tempt us to believe in other ways 
of salvation. Jesus is not telling us to strive to be another door into heaven, like 
Him. He is telling us to struggle against the devil’s temptation to believe that we 
open or help to open the door into heaven by what we do. 

This “struggle against sin,” as mentioned in our Epistle reading from 
Hebrews, is also something that we can’t accomplish on our own. Our sinful 
nature enjoys sinning and doesn’t want to repent or turn away from doing what 
it wants to do. We, therefore, need the help and strengthen that God gives us 
through His Word. 

Take for example a word of God that I read a few weeks ago in Psalm 69. 
This Psalm begins with David crying out to God to save him from his troubles 
—troubles that were overwhelming him like quicksand. Have the troubles in 
your life ever caused you to feel the same way, to feel like you’re drowning? 



To help rescue David and us, God reveals to David that his troubles have 
“no foothold.” St. Augustine translated the same Hebrew word by saying that 
our troubles have “no substance.” All the lies of the devil, the world, and our 
sinful nature, lies which may cause us to worry about the future, and to say and 
do things that hurt others, have“no substance.” 

Think about it this way. When God created us in the beginning He gave us 
everlasting substance. Since the devil’s lies were not created by God, He gives 
them “no substance.” On the other hand, God gave His Word of Truth eternal 
substance when His “Word became flesh” in Jesus Christ (John 1:14). Therefore, on 
the Last Day, the devil’s lies, all those who believe in them, and all the troubles 
cause by them will all disappear like a bad dream. Like smoke, they will be 
blown away by the eternal substance of God’s Word—Jesus Christ. 

“When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door [which 
means that the door was open, but on the Last Day will be closed], and you 
[referring to unbelievers] begin to stand outside and to knock at the door, 
saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then He will answer you, ‘I do not know where you 
come from.” God doesn’t know where they come from because their persistent 
unbelief in Jesus Christ as the narrow/only door into heaven does not come from 
God. So He says,“Depart from me, all you workers of evil!” 

But the Good News is that God does know all those “from east and west, 
and from north and south” who, by the grace of God, believe in“the narrow 
door,” Jesus Christ—who repent of their sins and have faith in Jesus’ victorious 
struggle over and against our sins, death and the devil. Through our baptism 
and faith in Christ, we“share in His holiness” and will, therefore, enter through 
“the narrow door,” Jesus Christ, and “recline at table in the kingdom of God,” 
just as we recline at the His table today to continue to receive the everlasting 
substance of His body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

[Children’s Sermon] In today’s Gospel reading Jesus talked about entering heaven 
through a narrow door. Who did I say earlier in the sermon is the narrow door into 
heaven. Since Jesus, here and elsewhere refers to Himself as the door or way into 
heaven (John 10:9; 14:6), which He opened for us through His death and resurrection, 
let’s use Jesus’ illustration of the narrow door to help us learn some things about our 
salvation. 

Let’s pretend that the narrow door or way into heaven is through the narrow way 
under this table. Now suppose you die thinking that God will let you into heaven 
because of all the good things you have done, so you ask to be buried wearing this 
backpack full of the trophies, or the good thing you’ve done in this life. If you’re 
wearing this backpack full of trophies, are you going to be able to fit through this 
narrow opening into heaven? No, because we don’t get into heaven by our good works. 

So now you’re standing in front of the narrow door into heaven (who is Jesus 
Christ) with a backpack with no trophies, but full of all the bad things you have done in 
this life. And Jesus asks you, “Why should I let you into heaven, since there are no 
sinners in heaven,” what would you say? As a child of God, you could humbly say to 
God, “God, you gave me the new life of faith in Jesus Christ when I was Baptized. You 
also promised that through my baptism and faith in Jesus Christ (who paid for all my 
sins through His death on a cross) you washed away all my sins and made me holy. I 
trust in Your promises.” 

Of course God already knows that you believe all this. So, when you die, without 
saying anything, Jesus will take off your backpack full of sins, put His arm around you, 
and say, “Welcome into paradise.”


