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In today’s Gospel reading, Jesus is explaining to His disciples the meaning of His 
parable (which we heard last Sunday) about a rich fool who decided to build bigger 
barns (to buy more storage sheds) in order to try to secure his happiness in this life 
through the abundance of his possessions. But what secures our happiness more, our 
earthly possessions or God’s promises through Jesus Christ? Our eternal happiness is 
eternally secure through God’s promises in Christ Jesus. 

“Therefore,” Jesus continues in our text, “Do not be anxious about your life.” Are 
these words of Law or Gospel? They’re telling you and me to do something, or not to do 
something, so they’re words of Law. 

Can we by ourselves stop worrying or being anxious? No, no matter how hard we 
try we cannot keep ourselves from worrying about the future. That’s part of our sinful 
nature which we look forward to eventually shedding like a snake’s skin, because it 
rejects God and His promises, making us poor, miserable sinners. 

So, why does Jesus tell us to not be anxious when He knows that it’s impossible for 
us at times to not be anxious? His words of Law help us to see our poor, miserable, 
sinful condition so that through the power of the Gospel He can turn us away from 
trusting in ourselves and our works to secure our future, and turn us to His work through 
the cross to secure for us the eternal treasures of heaven. 

To further emphasize the reason we need not be anxious about our lives, Jesus tells 
us to “consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds!” This 
brings to mind what God tells us in Romans 8:32 -“He who did not spare His own Son 
but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all 
things?” 

“And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life?” In 
fact, can we do anything to add a single hour to our span of life? No. When God says 
it’s our time to go, it’s our time to go! As much as John Koppes wanted to get better and 
come back to his home here in Delta, there was nothing he or the doctors could do to 
make that happen when God chose to call John to his eternal home in heaven. To think 
that the length of our life in this world is up to us comes from our sinful nature’s desire 
to be God. It’s also one of the reasons we can be so anxious about our lives. 

This doesn’t mean that God doesn’t want us to take care of ourselves the best way 
we know how, or to make plans for our future in this world. But it does mean that, as 
Christians, we take care of ourselves and plan for the future so that we can better serve 
others for however long of a life God gives us in this world. 

What enables us to want to follow God’s will for our lives in this and other ways? 
The Good News that God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit loves us so much that the Son 
of God was willing to become a man in Jesus Christ so that He could pay for our sins 
through His death on a cross, and rise from the dead on the third day to “give you the 
kingdom.” 

Of course, once God gives us faith in this Good News of eternal life through Jesus 
Christ, our sinful nature does it’s best to try to convince us that nothing’s free—that you 
get what you deserve; what you work for. But “fear not, little flock, for it’s your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom” (pointing our Baptism), and to keep on giving 
and strengthened our faith in this Good News through His Word and the Lord’s Supper. 



Our Lord’s promises always come with His power as God to do what He says—to 
give us the treasures of heaven. This is a present and future reality, which means that, 
because of our baptism and faith in Jesus Christ, we are children of God now and 
forever—in this world and the next. 

When all this is taken into consideration, instead of being worried about all the 
forces of evil in us and around us, we can laugh in the face of evil. We can laugh in the 
face of this world’s troubles because we know and believe in God’s promise that 
“neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height not depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:38-39). 

In this little book called A Little Book on Joy, written by our Synodical President, 
Matthew Harrison, he reminds us of the importance of being able to laugh at our foolish 
worries which take ourselves and the things of this world way too seriously. In his 
chapter on “The Joy of Humor,” he writes: “Because of the security of the Gospel and the 
consequent knowledge and conviction that eternity is ours in Christ, Luther believed deeply that we 
could and should laugh at ourselves, others, and especially the devil in this ‘mean time’”—(this time 
before God calls us home). Then President Harrison shared an incident that happened in 
St. Louis some time ago. Two young boys were killed in a shooting accident. The pain 
and suffering of the families of these two boys was immense. 

At the combined funeral of these two boys, an older man who was a friend of both 
families showed up at the funeral and sat in the back. He was a humble farmer, wearing 
his bib overalls. When the families were slowly processing out of the sanctuary, 
following the two coffins of the two young boys, the old farmer gave the parents a big 
hug, only to have the straps of his bib overalls unsnap and fall to his ankles, revealing 
his heart patterned boxer shorts. The sight was so comical that the mourners burst out 
laughing and couldn’t stop. Later, the mother of one of the boys expressed her profound 
thankfulness for the absurd event. She said, “It showed us all that we would be able to laugh 
again, even in the midst of pain.” 

Good humor and laughter can be for Christians a healthy indication that we know 
and believe in the Gospel. Sure there are some very serious things that happen to us in 
this life which deserve our serious attention, but are they so serious that they can 
separate us from Christ? Not with Christ in our lives! So why worry? Give them to God 
in prayer. Then, even though we can’t always see the reason for some of the tragedies 
that God allows to happen in this world, when He focuses our attention on the cross of 
Jesus Christ He reminds us that “for those who love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called according to His purpose” (Romans 8:28).  

Thank the Lord that despite our best efforts and our worst failures, we can trust Him 
to sort things out for the best—to even use something as evil as the crucifixion of the 
Son of God for our eternal good. In Psalm 2:4 we’re told that the LORD “laughs” at evil. 
And, by the grace and power of God we can also laugh with God in the face of evil. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
[Children’s sermon] When some of you were younger, this mask was a scary thing. But now that you’re 
older, are any of you afraid of me when I’m wearing this mask? No. Why not? Because you know that 
behind this mask it’s me, who loves you and is called by God to give you the Good News of God’s eternal 
salvation from all evil, which Jesus earned for each of us through His death and resurrection. 

When did God, through me or another pastor like me, first give you eternal life and all the treasures 
of heaven? When you were baptized. 

Can anyone else, like the devil, take you away from God? No. That means that even when bad things 
happen in our lives, we don’t have to be afraid of them because we know that God has the power to turn 
even bad things, like Jesus’ death, into good things, like Jesus resurrection from the dead. So if life gives 
you a lump of coal, fear not! God can turn it into a piece of chocolate!


