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Our Gospel reading begins with a lawyer (an expert in God’s Law) who asked 
Jesus a question. “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Right off the bat, 
this lawyer’s question exposes his confusion of God’s Law and Gospel. On the one 
hand he spoke of inheriting eternal life, which emphasizes the Good News that 
eternal life is a free gift that we inherit, not something earn or deserve. But then he 
speaks of earning this inheritance by what we do when he says, “what shall I do.” 
Do you see the confusion? 

 To further expose this man’s misunderstanding of God’s Law and Gospel, Jesus 
asks him what he thinks. “What is written in the Law? How do you read it? The Law 
here refers to the Torah, the first five books of the Bible, through which God teaches 
us about both the Law and the Gospel. When the man answer’s Jesus question by 
summarizing the Ten Commandments, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mine, 
and your neighbor as yourself,” it’s obvious that he was focusing on the Law as the 
way of salvation, not the Gospel. 

When Jesus tells this lawyer, “You have answered correctly; do this and you 
will live,” He was speaking the truth. If this man could perfectly love God and his 
neighbor he would live. The problem is, because of the sinful nature we’re born 
with, none of us can perfectly love God or our neighbor. Therefore if we think that 
our salvation depends on what we do we will live in constant doubt and fear, never 
knowing whether we’ve done enough. 

Such doubt and fear is obvious in the lawyer’s next question. “Desiring to 
justify himself”—to assure himself that he was keeping God’s commandments, this 
lawyer asks Jesus, “And who is my neighbor? Instead of letting God’s Law stand as 
it is, in all it’s truth and purity, he thought there must be some loopholes. If there 
weren’t any loopholes, no one would ever be able to keep God’s Laws and we would 
all be condemned. Bingo! That’s the main purpose of God’s Commandments, to 
show us that we are all sinners who cannot save ourselves, and therefore in need of a 
holy/divine Savior. 

Do you see yourself in this lawyer? Do you try to water-down God’s 
commandments in order to lessen their condemning/fires-of-hell effect? Do you try 
to justify yourself by stretching the boundaries of sin? Do you refer to lying as 
telling a “white lie”? Do you try to convince yourself that you’re not stealing, just 
borrowing; you’re not gossiping, just expressing your concern for someone; your not 
being sexually immoral in your internet searches, you’re just keeping abreast of the 
latest terminology and immoral activity of others? Such boundary stretching is still 
sin, and can easily get out of control in a world world which seeks to do away with 
boundaries and say that anything goes; that there are no absolute truths; that (as one 
of  the  best selling self-help books in the  ‘60’s said) I’m Okay Your Okay. 

Whenever we’re not thirsty for what Jesus is here today to give us through His 
Word and the Lord’s Supper, part of the problem has to do with our failure to take 
seriously God’s commandments in all their truth and purity. The more we water-
down the Law, leading ourselves and others to believe I’m okay, your okay, the less 
thirsty we are for the Gospel—Christ’s payment for our sins on the cross and, 
therefore, His forgiveness and eternal life. 



We tend to do this very thing (to justify ourselves by watering down or 
misinterpreting God’s Word) when it comes to Jesus’ story about the Good 
Samaritan. If we think that Jesus is teaching us in this story how to save ourselves by 
following the example of the Good Samaritan, then we’re missing the main point. 

There’s certainly nothing wrong with wanting to be a Good Samaritan to others, 
especially when such a desire comes from our faith in Jesus as our Savior. That’s 
part of what God is talking about in all three of today’s readings, the fruits of our 
faith in Jesus Christ; “Being God’s Holy Family.” What’s wrong is to think, like the 
lawyer in our text, that by helping others we can justify ourselves—that we can be 
and remain a part of God’s Holy Family apart from Christ. 

The main thing Jesus wants this Jewish lawyer and all of us to see through His 
story about the Good Samaritan is how we so often fail to be a Good Samaritan to 
others, especially our enemies (and Samaritans were one of the Jews most well 
known enemies, as I mentioned a couple Sunday’s ago). The more we see how Jesus’ 
Good Samaritan story exposes each and everyone one of us as the “robbers” 
because of the harm we do to others through our careless, unloving words and 
actions, as the “priest” and “Levite” because of our lack of concern for others, the 
more God will enable us to see and appreciate the Good News that Jesus is the Good 
Samaritan in this story, not us. He is the only one who can save us spiritually dead 
sinners who are also like the “[beaten],” “stripped,” “half dead” man by the the 
side of the road. For He is the only one who could not only pay for our sins by 
allowing Himself to be beaten, stripped, crucified, and completely ignore or forsaken 
on a cross, but also rise from the death and cloth us with His righteousness, healing 
our wounds through His Word and Sacraments, and give us eternal life. 

It’s through this Good News that the Lord gives us true peace of mind; freeing 
us from our doubts and fears, and enabling us to rejoice that our names are written in 
heaven. At the same time He enables us to “do likewise”—to be like Jesus, the Good 
Samaritan, by making the sacrifices necessary to care for the physical and eternal 
needs of others; “Being God’s Holy Family” through which Jesus works to save 
them. 

One of the best ways that we as God’s Holy Family can care for both the 
physical and spiritual needs of the families in our community is by doing what we as 
a congregation are currently doing by supporting not only this congregation, but also 
a Christian school and preschool for their children. For along with helping their 
children identify and nurture the physical and mental gifts God has given them, we 
are also sharing with them the Good Samaritan, Jesus Christ, who creates and 
strengthens in them His eternal life. 

All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] In our Gospel reading Jesus talked about some robbers who stripped a 
man of everything he had, beat him, and left him half dead by the side of the road, and two 
other people who, instead of helping this poor man, walked on the other side of the road to 
avoid him. All these people Jesus talked about, the robbers, the half dead man by the side of 
the road, and the people who ignored him are just like us. We’re all poor, dying people like 
this old man, who can do nothing for himself or anyone else, except maybe frighten them. 

Who’s the only one who can breath eternal life into this rubber mask and into each one 
of us? Jesus, who showed us that He has power over life and death by dying on the cross for 
our sins and rising back to life again. And once He breaths His new and eternal life into us 
through His Word and Baptism, He also works through us to breath new and eternal life into 
the lives of others when we tell them about Jesus Christ. Here’s a face mask with Jesus on it 
to remind you of this Good News.


