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A pastor once told his congregation of a man he met who was from the 
highest cast of the Hindu religion, called a Brahman, but who had become a 
Christian. Once this man was baptized, all his possessions were taken from him, 
and his family and friends disowned him, treating him as if he were dead. The 
pastor asked him how he was holding up as a result of such troubles? “Many ask 
me that,” the man answered, “but they never ask me how I’m doing as a result of 
such joy. For since I have come to know that my sins have been forgiven through 
Jesus Christ, and that I’m going to live forever with Him in paradise, I have been 
enjoying a happiness in my heart that nobody has been able to or will be able to 
take from me. I pray that my family and friends will hear of my joy and that the 
Lord would one day lead them to the same joy in Christ.” 

Where do you find your greatest joy? Is it found in your family? I sure do 
enjoy married life with Andrea. I also enjoy our children and grandchildren (most 
of the time:). Do you find your greatest joy in the things you have? I sure do enjoy 
coming home after a long trip and sleeping in my own bed. Or maybe you find 
your greatest joy in your vocations. I sure do enjoy being a husband, father, 
grandfather and pastor. 

While we may enjoy all these things and more, Jesus tells us in our Gospel 
reading to not rejoice so much in things like these, “but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.” “Rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” Jesus 
spoke these words after the seventy-two, whom he had sent out into the 
surrounding towns to especially tell people that the kingdom of God had come in 
Jesus Christ, returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us 
in your name!” 

What did the Lord give them to carryout this all-powerful mission work? It 
appears that Jesus sent them out with nothing but the peace and joy that comes 
through faith in Him. In reality, however, they went out into the surrounding 
towns with much more. For, along with faith comes God Himself, who enables us 
to believe. So, they went out with the power and authority of God, who would not 
only provide for their needs, but through the Good News they had to share (that 
the kingdom of God had come in Jesus Christ) God would provide others with all 
they need to also believe in this Good News of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Jesus assured them of His presence with them when He said, “He who listens to 
you listens to Me; he who rejects you rejects Me.” 

So, in the midst of the joy of the disciples that [“even the demons were 
subject to them in Jesus’  name,”] Jesus was quick to reminded them where their 
power to do such great things comes from. He said, “I have given you authority to 
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy.” 

Serving the Lord is certainly exciting, especially when you see people 
respond in faith, by the grace and power of God. But that doesn’t always happen, 
does it? As Jesus made clear in our text, some will reject His love and 
forgiveness. Therefore, if our greatest joy is found in what we see with our eyes, 
then we’re not going to be joyful most of the time. So, again, “Do not rejoice that 
the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 
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A few weeks ago, at the Rocky Mountain District Convention in Denver I 

had an opportunity to talk with a good number of fellow pastors, and to hear about 
some of the struggles that many of them were going through mainly as a result of 
the shrinking number of people in their congregations. As I listened to them talk 
about their struggles I thought about how similar their concerns were to the 
concerns of all the congregations that I’ve been privileged to serve, no matter 
what their size. They all wanted to be bigger. And that’s how it should be. We 
should always want more and more people to know what the former Brahman 
knew, that their sins have been paid for and, therefore, forgiven by God through 
Jesus Christ, so that they too can rejoice “that their names are written in heaven.” 
But instead of letting the up and down number of members in the church regulate 
our frame of mind, let the Good News that our “names are written in heaven,” be 
our regulator so that we can “rejoice in the Lord always” (Philippians 4:4). 

Remember also that God gives us all we need to make disciples of all nations 
through His Word. When we let other people know not only what sin does to us 
(which is obvious in the crumbling world around us), but also what God does for 
us through Jesus Christ (which is hopefully obvious in our peace and joy in all 
circumstances), God is present through His Word to do miraculous things; to plant 
the seed of faith in their hearts, even though we may not always see it. 

So we begin by doing what we’re doing here today, investing more and more 
of our lives in reading, hearing, and meditating on God’s Word, and then investing 
in others; first by praying for them. We also pray “to the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His harvest fields” who will continue to share His Word 
and Sacraments with all people. God promises to hear and answer our prayers 
according to His good and gracious will, which is certainly what we want. And He 
does it most often through “laborers” just like you and me. 

But again, despite all the wonderful and miraculous things God continues to 
do in and through His Church as we continue to share His Word and administer 
His Sacraments, Jesus would tell us to not rejoice so much in things like these, 
“but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” This is our “unshakable joy” 
because it’s foundation is not on the things we do (which are always shaky) but on 
the unshakable work and promises of God—on Jesus Christ and His death and 
resurrection to assure us that our sins are paid for and forgiven, making our 
eternal life with Him in paradise is certain/unshakable. 

When God and His promise through our Baptism and faith in Jesus Christ 
that our “names are written in heaven” is our greatest joy, God enables us to not 
only enjoy the other good things He gives us in this life without becoming 
obsessed with them or afraid of loosing them, He also enables us to accomplish 
great things in the lives of others. 

All glory be to God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.” 

[Children’s Sermon] What are some of the good things God enables us to make out of the things in 
this world?…How about donut balls like this one? How many of you would enjoy eating this 
donut ball? But, how long will your joy in eating this donut ball last? A very short time. 

What are some of the best things God gives us in this life that will last forever? The joy of 
knowing that Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins, rose from the dead, and is here today 
through His Word and Sacraments to not only give us faith but to keep us believing in His 
promises so that we can be happy forever. 

Here’s a donut ball with a cross on top to remind you of these good things. Go in peace and 
joy because God your Savior is with you! 


