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My sermon theme for this Trinity Sunday is “Getting to Know Our 3-in-1 God.” While we 
can’t see God, His footprints are everywhere in this world since He is the Creator of all things. 
But it’s only through the Word of God in both the Old and NT that we can truly know God and 
make sense of His footprints which, after man’s fall into sin, often appear in the form of crosses 
in the world, in our lives, and especially in the life of God’s only Son, our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Fortunately we don’t need to depend on our ability to understand and believe what the 
Bible teaches about God and His work of salvation. If we did, even those of us who are gifted 
with a high IQ (and I don’t include myself in that category) would be lost forever. For Scripture 
clearly reveals that we are all born without the Spirit of God and therefore cannot understand 
the things of God (1 Corinthians 2:14). 

This was true even before Adam and Eve’s fall into sin. As we heard in our OT reading 
from Proverbs, which speaks of God creating the heavens and the earth, true wisdom and 
understanding was given to man through the “voice,” “call,” or “cry” of God. “Does not 
wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice?…’To you, O men, I call, and my cry is to 
the children of man.” 

What a beautiful image these words give us about the way our 3-in-1 God works to give us 
true wisdom and understanding. Since the Son of God is also referred to in John 1 as “the 
Word” of God, and the Spirit of God could also be translated as the Breath of God, whenever 
God the Father speaks or breathes out His Word, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are working in 
perfect unity and harmony to perform His wonderful works of creation. 

Think now about how important it is for us, as people who are not only born without the 
Spirit of God but are born with the sinful nature of our first parents, to hear and keep on hearing 
the Word of God through which God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit gives, sustains and 
strengthens our faith in Jesus Christ as our Savior from sin and death. 

At the Rocky Mountain District Convention this past week, our main speaker used what I 
thought was a great illustration to describe the struggle each one of us as believers in Jesus 
Christ daily face between our God given faith in His Word, and our sinful unbelief. He said our 
two natures as Christians (the saint and sinner in us) are like the two dogs of a sheep herder. 
Whenever the two flocks of sheep, which these two sheep dogs were trained to watch over, got 
close to each other, the two sheep dogs would always get into a fight. When a friend of the 
sheep herder noticed this, he ask the sheep herder which of his two dogs usually won. The sheep 
herder said, “The one I feed the most.”  

The same is true when it comes to the fight between the saint and sinner in us as Christians. 
It usually follows that the one we feed the most wins out in the end. Our faith is fed and 
strengthened through the Word of God, and our sinful nature is fed and strengthened through the 
word of man. Which of your two natures do you feed the most?  

Let’s now consider our Gospel reading and what it tells us about our 3-in-1 God. While the 
Spirit of God is not mentioned, we do hear a lot about Jesus and the Father. The reason some of 
the Jews said that Jesus had “a demon” in Him was because earlier He had been saying (as He 
continued to say in our Gospel reading) that God was His Father. But He said it in a way which 
suggested that His human nature was not only created by God, like you and me, but that He was 
equal to God (John 5:18). This was obvious to the Jews when Jesus also said things, like “‘Truly, 
Truly I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM. So they picked up stones to throw at him.” 



By rejecting the fact that Jesus is God and seeking to kill Him, these Jews were rejecting 
the only one who could save them from their sins and eternal death. For who alone could pay 
for the sins of man, but the shed blood of a true man? And which of man’s shed blood could pay 
for all the sins of all people, but the blood of a man who is also truly God. And who alone could 
rise from the dead in a glorified, eternal body to be with with each one of us individually and 
collectively as the Church to feed and strengthen us body and soul through His Word and His 
Body and Blood in the Lord’s Supper so that we too will rise from the dead and live forever 
with God, but the God/Man Jesus Christ? 

Another important thing to remember about Jesus Christ’s divine nature as God is that 
everything He does is in perfect unity with the Father and the Holy Spirit. His love for us is 
equal to/the same as God the Father’s love for us and God the Holy Spirit’s love for us. If Jesus 
loves us so much that He was willing suffer a damning death on a cross to pay for our sins, so 
also does the Father and the Holy Spirit love us and all people this much, doing all in their 
almighty power to save us and all people from our sins, death and the devil now and forever. 

At the District Convention this past week our main present also emphasized God’s desire 
for us to share this Good News with all people no matter what their culture, color, or current 
lifestyle—to share with them the all inclusive love God. For Jesus died on the cross to pay for 
which sins? [all sins]. And Jesus died on the cross to pay for the sins of which people? [all people].  

But what if someone rejects the Bible’s exclusive teaching that Jesus is the only Savior—
with Jesus’ words, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me” (John 14:6)? First of all, pray that God would help you not to get angry or to take their 
rejection personally. For either the Spirit of God is not yet in them, or they’ve been feeding their 
sinful nature with the teachings of the world more than they’ve been feeding their faith with the 
Word of God. Pray that God would make you loving firm in your faith in His Word, and calm in 
the face of persecution. For standing calmly and firmly in the faith stands out to a world of 
people who are confused and afraid about their future in this crumbling world. 

You might, then, remind them that these inclusive and exclusive aspects of God’s work of 
salvation for all people through Jesus Christ alone is not unusual in God’s created world. Take 
for example the fact that not only does God provide enough water in the world for all people, 
but that you can’t substitute water with something else and expect to live.  

While I mentioned earlier that the Spirit of God in not mentioned in our Gospel reading, 
remember what I also said earlier about the way the Father, Son and Holy Spirit work together 
in beautiful unity and harmony whenever God’s Word is proclaimed. The more we get to know 
our 3-in-1 God, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through His Word and Sacraments, the more 
He enables us to boldly and confidently talk to God about our neighbor and talk to our neighbor 
about God. All glory be to God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

[Children’s Sermon] Earlier in the sermon I talked about the two natures that all Christians have, 
the sinful nature we’re born with (which wants us to do bad things like disobeying God and our parents), 
and the new nature God gives us when we’re Baptized (which wants to do what God’s wants us to do). 

What’s something that we, according to the nature we’re born with, naturally like, but isn’t very 
good for us? What about these Smart Sweets? Is there anything in these sweets to make us smart? [No. 
In fact, it’s smart not to eat too many of them]. 

What does God give us to make us truly smart? [His Word/the Bible]. Whenever we read or hear 
what God tells us in the Bible, the Spirit of God works in perfect unity with God the Father and God the 
Son to make us truly smart by giving us faith in Jesus Christ’s death in payment for our sins and His 
resurrection from the dead so that He can be with us always, and we can always be with Him. And the 
more we read or hear what God tells us in the Bible, the stronger and smarter God the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, makes us now and forever.  

To help you remember this, here’s not only a Smart Sweet (that won’t make you smart), but also 
this little Bible that’s not eatable, but is meant to remind you to continue to read what God tells us in the 
Bible about His love and salvation for you and all people through Jesus Christ, who with the Father and 
Holy Spirit (our 3-in-one God and Savior) will make you smart now and forever.


